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I. INTRODUCTION 

The residents of southern Genesee County enjoy a diverse range of parks and recreation 

facilities, provided by the various cities, Genesee County, and the local school districts.  To 

maintain and improve the quality of life for its residents, the different communities must take 

an active role in the delivery of recreation opportunities.  

Southern Lakes Regional Metropolitan Parks and Recreation District (herein known as SLPR), 

inclusive of the City of Fenton, Fenton Township, and the City of Linden, is an organization 

charged to operate and provide recreational programming opportunities for community 

members.  Founded in November 2000 by a vote of the people of Linden, Fenton, and Fenton 

Townships (under Act No. 312 of the Michigan Public Acts of 1929, as amended “PA1929, 

No. 312”), SLPR continues to provide oversight over all recreational programing in southern 

Genesee County.  Along with recreational opportunities for the youth, adults, and seniors, 

SLPR provides oversight and management for multiple community events, including the 

Fenton Farmer’s Market, the “Back to the Bricks” Tune-Up Parties in Fenton and Linden, 

concert programs by the river and specialized mini-events for larger venues like the Fenton 

Street Experience.  The organization has continued to provide community education 

programming to Fenton Area Public Schools.     

SLPR has created this “Five-Year Parks and Recreation Plan” as a useful tool to guide the 

development and preservation of the park facilities and programming, in a manner that is 

consistent with its mission of “establishing, maintaining and operating a system of parks, 

recreation facilities and programs.”  This recreational plan will also make SLPR eligible for 

various grants made available through the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 

(MDNR).  In 2013, the State of Michigan recognized SLPR as an MDNR Park Authority.   

This plan is divided into separate sections that represent the planning process used in its 

development.  In addition to this introduction, the plan contains: 

❖ Community Description: An overview of the community’s current and projected social, 

physical, and economic characteristics. 

❖ Administrative Structure: Identifies the entities responsible for administration of the park 

and recreation programs and facilities provided throughout the city.  

❖ Parks, Facility, and Program Inventory: Describes the specific parks, facilities, and 

programs that are offered through SLPR.  

❖ Planning Process: Describes the participatory process by the community and other 

partners; process will discuss the community description, recreation inventory, public 

participation, analysis, action program, and plan completion and adoption.  

❖ Basis for Action: Analyzes the programs and facilities and contains a description of the 

public involvement process used in development of the plan. 

❖ Action Plan: Identifies the plan’s goals and objectives, all project and system 

recommendations, and a five-year plan for investment.  

The Five-Year Parks and Recreation Plan will be used as a solid foundation for future 

recreational facilities and programing improvements through the services rendered by SLPR, 

as well as continued investments and policies that will continue to support a healthy, desirable 

quality of life for the residents in the service area.  
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II. COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION 

SLPR is in the southern corner of Genesee County, bordering Oakland County to the east 

and Livingston County to the south.  Residents from Fenton Township, Argentine Township, 

Tyrone Township, Mundy Township, and the cities of Fenton and Linden support the programs 

offered by the regional recreation service provider.  SLPR service area is in the southwestern 

portion of Michigan’s Lower Peninsula; 60 miles northwest of Detroit, 10 miles southwest of 

Flint.  

 

Cities/Townships Population 

Argentine Township (Genesee County) 7,091 (2020 Census) 

City of Fenton (Genesee County) 12,050 (2020 Census) 

Fenton Township (Genesee County) 16,843 (2020 Census) 

City of Linden (Genesee County) 4,142 (2020 Census) 

Mundy Township (Genesee County) 15,281 (2020 Census) 

Tyrone Township (Livingston County) 10,432 (2020 Census) 

The municipalities included in SLPR are primarily a residential community; and boasts 

numerous aquatic recreational attractions as well as currently experiencing commercial 

development growth. 

The land use characteristics of the service area provided by SLPR includes land that is 

described as residential and rural agricultural with mixtures of retail, trade, and services 

located in the downtown areas of the City of Fenton and the City of Linden.  

Primary transportation connections through the area include US-23, which runs from north to 

south, connecting to I-75 south of Flint.  Bus/train stations are located 15 miles northwest in 

Flint; aviation transportation is also located in Flint through Bishop International Airport which 

operates flights to destinations to various locations in the country.  Local public transportation 

is provided through the MTA (Mass Transportation Authority), which operate routes in and 
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around the SLPR area.  The MTA also provides curb-to-curb service in certain areas of 

Genesee County including the area around SLPR.   

Genesee County is in the southeastern section of Michigan, where “lake effect” weather 

conditions are not as great of a concern as in other areas of the state.  Average annual 

precipitation is 32.3 inches, with an average snowfall of 36.7 inches.  The average 

temperature in the winter is 15 degrees; the average temperature in the summer is 82 

degrees.  

Water resources in this section of Genesee County are plentiful..  There is also a public access 

point for citizens at Lobdell Lake, Lake Fenton, and Lake Ponemah.  Other resources include 

the Shiawassee River, Silver Lake, Byram Lake, and Pine Lake, Squaw Lake, Hoisington 

Lake, and Marl Lake.  
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Map 1: Location Map 
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III. ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE 

SLPR is the first of its kind in the state of Michigan; acting under Act No. 312 of the Michigan 

Public Acts of 1929, as amended “PA1929, No. 312” – The Metropolitan District Act of 1929.  

Under this act, the state allows “two or more” municipalities to incorporate into a metropolitan 

district for the purpose of “acquiring, owning, operating and maintaining properties”.  In 2000, 

the communities of Fenton Township, City of Linden, and City of Fenton jointly agreed upon 

a charter to fund the regional recreational authority.  SLPR is operated from a 0.4 mil operating 

millage, which generated $484,000 in 2021.  

Currently, SLPR does not own its own properties and therefore does not have a separate 

office or location housing its programs.  The current administrative offices and storage facilities 

are in the Fenton Community and Cultural Center (FCCC), while programming opportunities 

are offered in all school districts as well as the FCCC.   

The organization structure of SLPR includes a district commission; made up of two (2) 

members from each participating city or township.  The commission acts as the legislative 

body of the district and holds the authority to enact laws, ordinances, and regulations, to adopt 

such resolutions as it shall deem proper, develop goals and objectives of the district, and to 

act as the general policy making body within the district.  The commission is also charged with 

hiring the Executive Director, who is charged to execute the goals and objectives of the 

commission.  The current members of the district commission are provided in Figure 1.  

Day-to-day operations are handled by the Executive Director.  According to the charter for 

SLPR, the Executive Director “may hire such full and part time staff to carry out the 

commissions programs and operation.”  The departmental structure is identified in Figure 1.  

The Executive Director is charged with submitting the proposed annual budget, as well as 

other financial projections to the commission to approve, plan, conduct, and operate programs 

that meet the needs of the citizens of the district (as approved by the commission).  Currently, 

he supervises the following positions: 

❖ Marketing, Enrichment, and Grant Coordinator 

❖ Program Coordinator/Office Manager 

❖ Accounting/HR Coordinator 

❖ Custodian/Maintenance Staff/Receptionists 

❖ Auxiliary Staff 

❖ Enrichment Program Instructors 

❖ Aquatic Director 

❖ Gymnastics Director 

❖ Dance Director 

❖ Fitness Director 

❖ Athletic Programmer/Fenton Area Public Schools (FAPS) Scheduler 

Current Funding Sources 

Current funding sources are made available from an operating millage, approved by the 

residents in the service area of the cities of Fenton and Linden, and Fenton Township in 2000.   
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Role of Volunteers 

Volunteers continue to be a huge support system for the programming operated through 

SLPR.  Parent volunteers are just a few of the collaborations that have been fostered from the 

recreational programing provided.  Volunteer groups that work with SLPR include Flag 

Football, Wrestling, Swimming, Keepers of the Shiawassee, Happening in Linden Committee, 

Fenton Lakes Sportsmen Club, LOOSE Senior Citizens Center, National Honor Society (NHS) 

students from all three high schools, and various other community groups.  The Downtown 

Development Authorities (DDAs) of the City of Linden and the City of Fenton also provide 

support and volunteers to various programming provided through SLPR.  

LAFF Pathways, Inc. (The City of Linden, Argentine Township, the City of Fenton, and Fenton 

Township) is a Michigan non-profit organization that was established in 2015 with the goal of 

supporting non-motorized trails throughout the SLPR service area.  LAFF has been involved 

in previous discussions with trail development in communities and partnerships with 

preserving trails and is the major fund raising organization for the pathways in southern 

Genesee County.  

Corporate sponsors also volunteer their time and equipment to ensure various other 

programming throughout the service area, such as Randy Wise Buick/GMC that supplies 

driver’s education vehicles for use by area residents.  

Relationships with school districts, other public agencies, or private organizations 

School districts in the SLPR boundary include Lake Fenton Community Schools, Fenton Area 

Public Schools, and Linden Community Schools.  SLPR uses the existing facilities made 

available from the local school districts to provide space for recreational activities, such as 

swimming/aquatics, basketball, and other community involvement programs.  Also, SLPR 

provides community education programming for Fenton Area Public Schools.  In the Linden 

School District, the community organization “Project Graduation” works with the authority for 

the support of the graduating classes from Linden High School.  Additional public/private 

partnerships include the Flint & Genesee Group (formerly the Flint & Genesee Chamber of 

Commerce), which has aided with the Summer Youth Initiative for SLPR.  The Fenton and 

Linden Regional Chamber of Commerce, the Fenton Arts Council, Fenton Arts and Cultural 

Commission, Fenton Area Resources and Referral (FARR), and the Genesee County Parks 

and Recreation have all recently became partners with SLPR.  The authority has also 

partnered with the Sylvester Broome Empowerment Village in Flint for their Gus Macker 3x3 

basketball tournement.  

Relationship between the Authority or Commission and Recreation Department of 

Participating Communities 

SLPR has been successful in the 21 years since its inception through the collaborations 

between the communities represented.  Members of the board of commissioners are 

representatives of the communities that are a part of SLPR; meaning that the concerns, goals, 

and objectives of each municipality are represented in the decision-making of the regional 

authority.  Also, with programming, all recreational activities are open to the residents of 

Fenton Township, Argentine Township, Tyrone Township, Mundy Township, and the cities of 

Linden and Fenton.  
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Figure 1: Administrative Structure 
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Table 1: Budget Analysis 
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IV. RECREATION INVENTORY 

Inventory of Facilities 

Currently, SLPR does not own any facilities or recreational property; the Metropolitan Authority 

is charged with overseeing the programming and activities at parks and facilities throughout 

the Cities of Linden, Fenton, and Fenton Township.  SLPR had previously conducted a 

facility/property feasibility study, and analyzed the data in regards to the potential for future 

property ownership and land management.  The study contains recommendations that the 

commission and organization review the potential for acquiring vacant properties/buildings for 

possible use for recreational purposes.  SLPR should evaluate acquiring properties to be 

developed or used by SLPR for unique conditions that do not conflict with other recreation 

providers, or in a partnering capacity.  The following is a compiled analysis of parks and 

facilities that are located within the boundary of SLPR that the authority has programming 

oversight. 

Barrier-Free Inventory 

The following summaries address existing conditions and the accessibility of the park 

properties regarding compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility 

Guidelines (ADAAG).  In general, all construction since 1991 was required to comply with 

these guidelines.  A general ranking for each park was determined through site visits and 

documented in the parks and recreation inventory on page 25 and through the park 

summaries of park properties in the service area.  These rankings are: 

1 – None of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 

2 – Some of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 

3 – Most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 

4 – The entire park meets accessibility guidelines  

5 – The entire park was developed/renovated using the principals of universal design 

Parks 
❖ Linden Mill Park 

❖ Triangle Park 

❖ Bush Park 

❖ Conklin Park 

❖ Franklin D. Adams Park 

❖ Freedom Park 

❖ Fenton Township Community Park 

❖ Mill Pond Park 

❖ O’Donnell Park 

❖ Oak Park 

❖ Rackham Park 

❖ Silver Lake Park 

❖ Strom Park 

❖ Millpond Park 

Other Recreational Facilities/Attractions  
❖ Fenton Intermediate School Facility 

❖ Fenton Schools High School/Middle 

School Campus 

❖ Loose Senior Center 

❖ Fenton Township Hall 

❖ Linden Elementary School 

❖ Linden Middle School 

❖ Linden High School  

❖ Hyatt Elementary School 

❖ Torrey Hill Elementary School 

❖ West Shore Elementary School 

❖ Lake Fenton High School 
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❖ Lake Fenton Middle School  

❖ North Road Elementary 

❖ Ellen Street Campus 

❖ Shiawassee Riverwalk 

❖ State Road Elementary 

❖ Fenton Community Center/Rackham Park 

❖ Tomek - Eastern Elementary School 

❖ Central Elementary School 

Local Parks and Facilities 

Table 2 (at the end of this section) is an inventory of the city's parks and indicates the location 

of sites.  Data included in Table 2 are summarized and included in the following evaluation: 

Linden Parks and Recreation 

❖ Linden Mills Park (Passive Park): Linden Mills Park 

is considered a “passive park” in the downtown area 

of Linden.  Located off Mill Street and near Mill Pond, 

Linden Mills highlights many amenities including the 

Linden Mill historical building and an outdoor natural 

amphitheater.  Also is a connection point to the county-

wide trail system via N. Bridge Street.  

Size: 2.09 acres of land; Mills Pond 

runs through park 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Centrally located in the city, sandwiched between N. Bridge Street 

to the east, E. Broad Street to the south, and Mill Street to the north 

Facilities: Gazebo located on site, with sitting area, amphitheater, canoe 

launch, fishing, water wheel, and walking trails that connect to 

downtown Linden 

Accessibility: Accessibility ranking – 3) Park has barrier-free parking available 

on site and accessible seating  

DNR Recreation Grants: None awarded to date 

❖ Mill Pond Park (Passive Park): Located on the south side of the Mill Pond, it is a small 

downtown trailway park with a butterfly garden and 

seating area. 

Size: 0.39 acre 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Located on the southern 

border of Mill Pond near 

Tickner Street in Linden 

Facilities: No facilities 

Accessibility: Accessibility ranking – 2) 

This facility has limited barrier-free features 

DNR Recreation Grants: None awarded to date 
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❖ Triangle Park (Passive Park): Park is located between Silver Lake Court and Silver Lake 

Road in the City of Linden near Prince’s Airport, used primarily as a picnic area.  

Size: 1.26 acre 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Located on the southern 

edge of Linden, MI.  Park is 

not developed with any 

equipment or parking 

facilities.  

Facilities: Picnic area 

Accessibility: Accessibility ranking – 1) 

This facility has no barrier-free features or parking access.  

DNR Recreation Grants: None awarded to date 

Linden High/Middle School and Central Elementary School Campus 

❖ Linden Community Schools recently began work on building improvements and 

construction for new educational and recreational facilities in the community.  Expected 

completion date for the work is Fall 2023.  

❖ Linden High School Campus: Located in Linden, 

the campus provides adequate baseball and 

softball facilities and football practice field.  New 

improvements include replacing sidewalks, 

renovated front entrance, and new fixtures in 

restrooms and water stations.  In Linden, the 

schools provide the most recreational equipment for 

use by SLPR. 

Accessibility:  Accessibility Ranking – 5) 

This facility has barrier-free features, parking access, and 

renovated building features to provide for accessibility.  

❖ Linden Middle School Campus: Located south of 

Linden High School, the facility provides access to 

baseball/softball fields (that are shared with the high 

school) and a football field for the high school with 

running tracks – which was renovated in 2018.  Also, 

the Middle School has recreational facilities inside of 

the building that are utilized by SLPR, including the 

gym and various classrooms for programming.  New 

improvements identify new concrete sidewalk around 

the facility.  

Accessibility:  Accessibility Ranking – 5) This facility has barrier-free features 

and parking access.  The football field for the district is in the 

same area and improvements to the field have been done to 

enhance universal access.  
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❖ Central Elementary Located to the immediate east of Linden High School, Central 

Elementary provides playground equipment and recreational facilities that are open and 

available to community members in the City of Linden and surrounding neighborhoods.  

Improved sidewalk connection are identified in the new bond construction and a new 

driveway access.  It also has an outdoor basketball court for use by patrons.  

Accessibility:  Accessibility Ranking – 4) This facility has barrier-free features.  

Bathrooms are slated to be renovated during the current building 

improvement plan.  

Size: 236 acres 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Located on Silver Lake Road, west of Hogan Road 

Facilities: 3 softball fields, 1 baseball fields, 3 basketball courts, 1 soccer field, 

4 football fields, 4 volleyball courts (indoor/gymnasium), ¼-mile 

track, 1 playground, multi-purpose room, indoor gymnastics, and 

outdoor athletic stadium.    

           

Hyatt Elementary/Linden Elementary Campus 

❖ Hyatt Elementary: Located near downtown, the school 

provides opportunities for various recreation outlets with 

baseball/softball fields that are to the east of the building.  

The close proximity to Linden Elementary and its 

facilities also make the location prime for programming 

and activities.  The site also includes playground 

equipment for all ages to use.  Site improvements from 

the recent bond project include replacing sidewalk and 

new play equipment.  

Accessibility:  Accessibility Ranking – 3) This facility has barrier-free features 

(i.e., parking and door openings).  New architectural work well help 

to provide additional universal access to the entire building.   

❖ Linden Elementary: Located to the north of Hyatt Elementary; facility and accompanying 

land provides recreational opportunities for students and community members.  Four baseball 

fields are in the vicinity of both sites.  Ample parking is provided around the school.  The new 

bond construction calls for a new media center, replacing sidewalk around the building, new 

playground equipment, and new surfacing around the playground.  

Accessibility:  Accessibility Ranking – 3) This facility has barrier-free features, 

but current equipment can be improved.  Site improvements slated 
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for completion call for new equipment which could promote 

accessibility.   

Size: 38 acres 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Located on S. Bridge Street and Stan Eaton Drive 

Facilities: Several ball diamonds, playground equipment, track, gyms, and 

open space.   

❖ LAFF Pathway: Phase 1 of the trail was completed 

in 2020 and is a 2-mile long (10’-wide) trail that 

begins on Lobdell Road and runs through the Linden 

Schools campus, then east on Silver Lake Road.  A 

new trailhead parking lot was constructed near the 

entrance to the Linden Community Schools campus 

(off Lobdell Road).  The trails’ main goal was to 

provide new routes to the school campus and 

enhanced non-motorized trail routes in the 

community.  Future expansion of the trail will include 

The State Bank Trail, connecting the City of Fenton 

to the City of Linden and corridors along Fenton and 

Owen Roads.  

Accessibility:  Accessibility Ranking – 5) This facility has barrier-free features 

and was constructed with the latest barrier-free standards.  The 

trailhead has ample parking and accessible parking spaces.  The 

trail width is 10 feet wide and cross slopes and running slopes meet 

the requirements for accessibility.  

Size: 2 Miles 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Lobdell Road/Haviland Beach Drive to Silver Lake Road 

Facilities: Walking Trail   

Fenton Parks and Recreation 

❖ Bush Park (Neighborhood Park): Bush Park is one of the most 

heavily used parks in Fenton and encompasses about 5 acres of 

land.  It is located behind the St. John Catholic Church on North 

Adelaide Street and has the Shiawassee River running along the 

eastern edge of the site.  The Rotary Club has “adopted” Bush Park 

and contributes money and volunteer labor each year to make 

improvements.  The proposed county-wide trail system runs through 

Bush Park and provides river access to the Shiawassee River.  

Size: 5.5 acres of land; Shiawassee River runs 

through park 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Centrally located in the city sandwiched 

between Leroy and Adelaide Streets 

Facilities: Large and small play-scapes, two sand volleyball courts, swing 

sets, jungle gym, slides, merry-go-round, mini soccer goals, 
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pavilion with grills,  and picnic tables and a gazebo.  There is also 

a ball diamond associated with St. John’s Catholic Parrish as well 

as basketball hoops belonging to St. John’s.  The Shiawassee River 

meanders through the park with several places being shallow 

enough to wade, yet deep enough for a canoe/kayak. 

Accessibility: Accessibility ranking – 3) The Park has barrier-free bathroom 

facilities located near Leroy Street.  The play-scape has barrier-

free, safe play material surrounding it.  

DNR Recreation Grants: None awarded to date 

❖ Conklin Park (Passive Park): This 1-acre park is located between the CNN/Grand Trunk 

Railroad and Silver Lake Road, east of US-23.  The area contains a 

picnic area with a swing set and play equipment.  The park is used 

by residents of the community as well as travelers along US-23 

because it is located just east of the Silver Lake Exit off US-23.  

Many visitors of this park enjoy stopping to eat lunch and picnic here. 

Size: 1 acre 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Located on the northwest corner of the 

intersection of Silver Lake Road and Poplar 

Street 

Facilities: Two picnic tables, two grills, and a swing set 

Accessibility: Accessibility ranking – 1) This facility has no barrier-free features 

other than sidewalk along the south edge of the property 

DNR Recreation Grants: None awarded to date 

❖ Dauner-Martin Nature Sanctuary (Nature Preserve): Nature preserve that is apart of the 

Michigan Nature Association with entrances on 

Dauner Road; complete with walking trail that 

connects to other focal points around Fenton.   

Size: 155 acres 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Located on Dauner Road 

and North Leroy Street 

(Fenton Road) in Fenton 

Facilities: N/A 

Accessibility: Accessibility ranking – 

3) Park has barrier-free 

parking available on site 

DNR Recreation Grants: None awarded to date 
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❖ Franklin D. Adams Park (Mini Park): This park is located off of South Long Lake Road 

at the north end of the city.  This park is only 1.5 acres.  The play 

area, basketball court, and picnic area were installed over the 

period 1998-2002 based on recommendations of a previous park 

plan.  Adams Parks also provides a possible trail connection to 

the county trail system that runs along S. Long Lake Road.  

Size: 1.5 acres 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Situated on the southeast corner of the 

intersection of South Long Lake Road and 

Apple Tree Lane 

Facilities: Swing set, half basketball court, benches and picnic tables, grills, 

small spring-action play equipment, trash cans 

Accessibility: Accessibility ranking – 2) This park has sidewalks with barrier-

free ramps along S. Long Lake Road, however, the remainder of 

the facility would not be considered barrier-free. 

DNR Recreation Grants: None awarded to date 

❖ Freedom Park (Passive Park): This small park, measuring only 0.35 acres in area, is 

located between West Shiawassee and Elizabeth 

Streets in the City of Fenton.  

Size: 0.35 acre 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Located at the point of 

Shiawassee and Elizabeth Streets 

Facilities: Gazebo and war memorials 

Accessibility: Accessibility ranking – 2) This site has no parking; however, the 

gazebo is accessible.  For the site to be considered universally 

accessible, connecting routes to the site amenities need to be on 

the site.  

DNR Recreation Grants: None awarded to date 
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❖ Millpond Park (Mini Park): This park is located across from Fenton 

City Hall, on the north side of the Shiawassee River.  This park is 

very popular throughout the year due to the river festivities and direct 

access to Shiawassee Riverwalk.  The gazebo is highly used for 

weddings, concerts, the Christmas tree display, and many other 

events throughout the year.  There is also a war monument at this 

site honoring those who have fallen in combat. 

Size: 2.3 acres 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Located along Leroy Street between E. Shiawassee Avenue and 

Ellen Street 

Facilities: Picnic area, play-scape, swing-set, benches, gazebo, fishing, and 

waterfall 

Accessibility: Accessibility ranking – 3) North parking lot provides barrier-free 

parking.  Connecting routes down to the river as well as accessible 

seating.  

DNR Recreation Grants: None awarded to date 

❖ O'Donnell Park (Passive Park): Located at the corner of Ellen and S. East Streets 

overlooking the Millpond.  Park includes a picnic area with benches 

around the Millpond.  

Size: 2 acres 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Located on the southeast corner of Ellen and 

S. East Streets, bound on the south side by 

the Shiawassee River 

Facilities: Park benches, river walk, large picnic deck, 

tennis courts, and fishing platform 

Accessibility: Accessibility ranking – 3) River walk and deck are accessible; 

however, there is no accessible parking (limited to on-street 

parking).   

DNR Recreation Grants: None awarded to date 

❖ Oak Park (not currently used as a park): This 1-acre site is located off Oak Park Drive, 

just north of North Road and was recommended for a sale under the 

2003 plan.  It is currently used as a community garden. 

Size: 1 acre 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Located on Oak Street Drive about one block 

north of North Road 

Facilities: Storage shed, picnic tables, and a swing set.  

Park is currently being utilized as a 

community garden.   

Accessibility: Accessibility ranking – 1) There are no barrier-free facilities at this 

park. 

DNR Recreation Grants: None awarded to date 
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❖ Rackham Park (Special Use Park): Rackham Park is named 

after the Rackham family because of their generous donations 

to the community of Fenton.  They donated this parcel of land 

and the Community Center to the city.  It is a 3-acre strip of land 

located along the Shiawassee River, just west of the Fenton 

Community Center.  The area is also part of the future 

Shiawassee Riverwalk system. 

Size: 3 acres 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Located along Leroy Street behind the Fenton Community Center 

Facilities: River walk, benches, tennis courts, and a bridge over the 

Shiawassee River 

Accessibility: Accessibility ranking – 3) The majority of this park is accessible.  

However, seating options are limited.  Some obstructions to 

sidewalk panels are damaged.   

DNR Recreation Grants: None awarded to date 

❖ Silver Lake Park (Community/Regional Park): This is a city-owned Regional/Metro-

Park which also serves as a local facility.  It includes 300 feet of beach area with lifeguards, 

concessions, nature trials, picnic areas with grills, bath house, and badminton courts.  The 

park is open year-round, but the beach is only open from Memorial Day to Labor Day.  

Outside of the months of late 

May through Labor Day, there is 

no fee to enter the park; fees are 

only applied during the peak 

season between Memorial Day 

and Labor Day.  The proposed 

county trail is planned to run 

along Silver Parkway utilizing the 

existing sidewalk.  

Size: 37 acres, including beach frontage on Silver Lake 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Located off Jennings Road on the west side of the city 

Facilities:  2 pavilions, several grills, hiking trails, playground equipment, and 

a beach with a concession stand 

Accessibility: Accessibility ranking – 3) Currently, the restrooms and 

concession stand are barrier-free.  Parking lot areas have not been 

paved, which would promote universal design (with concrete 

sidewalk routes).  

DNR Recreation Grants: None awarded to date 
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❖ Strom Park (Passive Park): Strom Park is .7-acre, located off S. East Street, overlooking 

the Millpond.  It is also slated as part of the Shiawassee Riverwalk 

system. 

Size: 0.7 acres 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Located along S. East Street on the southern 

bank of the Shiawassee River. 

Facilities: Small covered picnic area, river trail 

wayfinding sign and a small boat launch.   

Accessibility: Accessibility ranking – 2) Site has been 

developed but there is a lack of barrier-free 

parking on-site and the potential for 

developing a canoe/kayak launch on the site.  

DNR Recreation Grants: None awarded to date. 

❖ Fenton Community and Cultural Center: This building is located on approximately 3.3 

acres in Fenton and is host to a variety of uses.  The center is owned by the City of Fenton 

but is operated and maintained by SLPR.  The Rackham Foundation initially provided the 

funding for the construction.  The foundation is a 

perpetual endowment fund which is responsible 

for half of the center's income.  Residents and 

groups are able to rent the community center for 

many different purposes including art and craft 

shows, receptions, luncheons, etc.  The center 

itself is made of a main hall with stage, recreation 

room, the VanGilder Room, club room, kitchen, 

and the new expansion provides additional space 

for an art room, modern restrooms, and elevator 

access.  

   

❖ Fenton High School and Andrew S. Schmidt Middle School Campus: The high school 

contains multi-purpose practice fields, tennis courts, indoor 

swimming pool, basketball courts, and track and field.  The 

site lacks play equipment, hiking trails, and picnic areas and 

other things found in a typical community park.  It does serve 

specific recreational needs of the community and the 

students.  Both schools share a common campus and 

athletic fields.  The middle school has baseball diamonds, 

multi-purpose practice fields, and an indoor gymnasium to 

the list of school district facilities in the past few years.  
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Size: 116.1 acres 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Located on Owen Road just east of US-23 

Facilities: Several ball diamonds, a football field, a walking/running track, 2 

gyms, soccer fields, indoor swimming pool, and open space 

Accessibility: Accessibility Ranking – 4) Both buildings have made 

improvements to provide universal access such as barrier-free 

parking and routes in the parking lot to the school.  District is still 

making improvements on access in the facilities.   

   

❖ Fenton Intermediate School/Ellen Street Campus: This school site, like the high school, 

has high intensity recreational facilities including a 

football field, soccer goals, and one baseball diamond.  

The school property covers only 15.7 acres and lacks the 

play equipment, hiking trails, picnic areas, and many 

other facilities found in community parks. 

Size: 15 acres 

Age Groups Served: Predominantly youth 

Location: Located on Ellen Street between Adelaide and West Street 

Facilities: Playground, ball diamond, two gyms, and a large grassy field 

Accessibility:  Accessibility Ranking – 4) This facility has plenty of outdoor space 

and concrete sidewalk connections.  Also, there are plenty of 

barrier-free parking spaces.  Most barrier-free parking spaces are 

located at least 115 feet from the parking lot to the west and 160 

feet from the parking lot to the south.  

❖ North Road Elementary: Considered one of the larger recreational locations in Fenton, 

North Road Elementary is located between North 

Road and Wood Street.  

Size: 10 acres 

Age Groups Served: Predominantly youth 

Location: Located off North Road within a 

dense residential area 

Facilities: Gymnasium, playground, basketball hoops, ball diamond, and 

soccer fields 

Accessibility:  Accessibility Ranking – 3) Site does have routes that connect the 

walking trails and playground equipment with the parking lot.  Some 

of these routes need to be repaired.  Parking area to the east of the 

building does not have accessible parking.   
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❖ State Road Elementary: This school is located on State Road, at the southern-most end 

of Fenton.  This site has good access for children from the 

school as well as from the adjacent parking lot.  Various groups 

use the ball diamonds and soccer goals for various programing.  

Size: 13.2 acres 

Age Groups Served: Predominantly youth 

Location: Located off State Road in a residential 

area 

Facilities: Gymnasium, large play-scape, 

basketball hoops, ball diamond, and 

large grass field with soccer goal posts 

Accessibility:  Accessibility Ranking – 3) This facility has had some renovations 

to improve barrier-free access.  However, some modern 

improvements (cut-outs from the parking lot and ADA-parking to the 

entrance) need to be revised.  

❖ Tomek-Eastern Elementary: This school site is on approximately 15.5 acres located on 

the east side of Fenton.  

Size: 15.5 acres 

Age Groups Served: Predominantly youth 

Location: Located off 3rd, 4th, and 5th Streets within a dense residential 

neighborhood 

Facilities: Gymnasium, playground, basketball hoops, ball diamond, and large 

grass field 

Accessibility:  Accessibility Ranking – 4) Site amenities promote ADA-

accessibility.  Playground equipment has been revised and 

adjusted to promote universal design.  Parking lot has cut sections 

to allow for accessibility to crossing areas.  Restroom facilities 

inside the building are accessible.   

Fenton Township Parks and Recreation 

❖ Fenton Township Civic Community Center & Mantawauka 

Park (Community Park): Site of the township office; is 

located off North Long Lake Road and Bowles.  It is situated 

on the north end of Lake Fenton.  Building is used for public 

and private meetings and other events.  Mantawauka 

Park is open to the public and has a gazebo, picnic 

tables, play-scape, and a swimming area with 100 feet of 

sandy beach frontage.  

Size: 3.88 acres, including beach 

frontage on Lake Fenton 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Located off N. Long Lake and 

Bowles Road 

Facilities:  Meeting/banquet rooms, kitchen, 

swimming beach, picnic area, 

play-scape, gazebo 
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Accessibility: Accessibility ranking – 4) All facilities meet accessibility 

requirements. 

DNR Recreation Grants: None awarded to date 

❖ Thompson Road Regional Dog Park (Community 

Park): Partially developed; was acquired by Fenton 

Township in 2012 from the Genesee County Land Bank.  

The dog park has two separate fenced-in areas for large 

or small dogs to run free.  Ample parking area and a well 

to provide water.  Future plans call for the site to be 

developed into a recreation area with soccer fields, 

basketball courts, softball and baseball diamonds, 

playground equipment, and parking.  

Size: 34.69 acres 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Located off Thompson and Torrey Roads 

Facilities:  Park has not been developed yet; proposed amenities to park 

include soccer fields, baseball/softball diamonds, playground 

equipment, and parking facilities 

Accessibility: Accessibility ranking – 4) Current amenities on site meet ADA 

accessibility but the park is still undeveloped.  

DNR Recreation Grants: None awarded to date 

❖ Lake Fenton High School Campus: Constructed in 2005, Lake Fenton High School 

boosts recreational facilities for tennis, baseball and softball fields, soccer fields, track, 

and full gymnasium.  Does lack playground equipment 

but has consistently been used for recreational 

programing and activities through SLPR.  Other facilities 

available on-site include restrooms and concession 

areas.  

Size: 86.69 acres 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Located on Lahring and Jennings 

Road 

Facilities: Several ball diamonds, a football field, a walking/running track, gym, 

soccer fields, and open space 

Accessibility:  Accessibility Ranking – 5) Building was recently constructed and 

met ADA requirements at the time.  Outdoor recreational facilities 

have been updated to meet current standards.   
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❖ Lake Fenton Middle School Campus: Formally, Lake 

Fenton High School; currently being used as the middle 

school for the Lake Fenton School District.  Various 

recreational programming exists with facilities such as 

baseball and softball fields, football field and stadium, track 

readily available. 

Size: 26.35 acres 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Located on N. Long Lake and 

Torrey Road 

Facilities: Baseball and Softball fields, a 

football field and stadium, a 

walking/running track, gym, and 

open space 

❖ West Shore Elementary & Torrey Hill Intermediate School Campus: Located at the 

corner of Torrey and Lahring Roads, these facilities contain basketball courts and 

playground equipment that is available to all residents to use.  Other amenities include 

restroom facilities and parking access.  

Size: 30.93 acres 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Located on Torrey and Lahring Road 

Facilities: Basketball courts, playgrounds (3), ball diamonds, and open space 

❖ Shiawassee Riverwalk: The riverwalk spans O’Donnell, Mill Pond, and Rackham parks 

and was funded under MDNR Grant #88-160.  The grant was to acquire the land 

connecting the parks and the land is still in use as the walkway. 
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Table 2: Existing Recreation Facilities 
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School Facilities                      

Fenton Area Public Schools 

Fenton High School/AGS Middle 
School Campus 

116.1  3 6 2 1 1 8 1         Y 2 1  

State Road Elem. School 13.2 Y  1      1 Y 1      Y 1   

North Road Elem. School 10 Y  1 2     1 Y  Y     Y 1   

Tomek-Eastern Elem. School 15.5 Y 1  2     2 Y 1  Y    Y 1   

Ellen Street Campus 15 Y 1  1 1   1 1         2   

Lake Fenton Community 
Schools 

Lake Fenton High School 86.69  2 2 3 2 1 8 1 1        Y 1   

Lake Fenton Middle School 26.3  1 1  1 1  1 1         1   

West Shore/Torrey Hill Elem. 
School 

30.9 Y  3 1      Y       Y 2   

Linden Community Schools 

Linden High School, Linden 
Middle School, Central Elem. 
School 

236 Y 1 3 1 4 4  1 3 Y       Y 3   

Hyatt Elem. School  Y  4      1 Y       Y 1   

Linden Elem. School  Y  6      1 Y       Y 1   

Subtotal 549.69 8 9 27 12 9 7 16 5 12 7 2 1 1 - - - 9 16 1 - 

City of Fenton Parks 

Bush Park 5.5    1  2    Y 1  Y     1  Y 

Conklin Park 1          Y 1          

Franklin Adams Park 1.5         1 Y 1          

Millpond Park 2.3          Y 1  Y Y  1    Y 

O’Donnell Park 2           1  Y Y       

Oak Park 1                     

Freedom Park 0.35           1  Y    Y    

Rackham Park 3       2 3      Y      Y 

Silver Lake Park 37   2   2    Y 2 Y Y Y Y   1   

Strom Park 0.7           1  Y Y Y      

Fenton Community Center 3.3                 Y 1   

Charter Twp. of Fenton 

Thompson Rd. Park 34.7                     

Fenton Twp. Civic Community 
Center and Mantawanka Park 

3.88 1         Y 1  Y Y Y  Y    

City of Linden Parks 
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Linden Mill Park 2.09           1 Y Y Y       

Mills Pond Park 0.39           1 Y  Y       

Triangle Park 1.26           1          

Subtotal 99.97 1 - 2 1 - 4 2 3 1 6 13 3 8 8 3 1 3 3 - 3 

TOTAL 649.66 9 9 29 13 9 11 18 8 13 13 15 4 9 8 3 1 12 19 1 3 
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Regional Recreation Facilities and Parks 

Regional recreational facilities offer unique natural features that are particularly suited for 

outdoor recreation, such as viewing and studying nature, wildlife habitats, fishing, boating, 

hiking and trail use.  The Genesee County Parks and Recreation Department provides active 

play areas in close proximity to the member-communities of SLPR.  Another source of 

recreational programming exists with the Oakland County Parks and Livingston County Parks.   

The boundaries for SLPR lie in Genesee County, which falls in the jurisdiction of the Genesee 

County Parks and Recreation Department.  Genesee County hosts 10,000 acres of recreation 

areas that include activities such as swimming, boating, and hiking.  

 

 

 

Genesee County Non-Motorized Recreational Trails 

The Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission has recently presented the 2014 

Priority Non-Motorized trail project.  These trails contain both pedestrian trails and water 

system routes.  SLPR will work in a supportive role with the Metropolitan Planning 

Commission in the implementation and development of recreational trail locations to serve the 

residents of the service area.  Map 2 indicates the non-motorized recreational trail priorities 

map for Genesee County with the SLPR service area identified.  Map 3 indicates the water 

trail map locations for Genesee County.    

1) Linden County Park 
2) Flushing County Park 
3) Bluebell Beach and 

Flint River Bike Path 
4) Crossroads Village and 

Huckleberry Railroad 
5) Stepping Stone Falls 

and Picnic Area 
6) Bluegill Board Launch 
7) Administrative Offices 
8) Buell Lake County Park 
9) For-Mar Nature 

Preserve and 
Arboretum 

10) Davison Roadside 
County Park 

11) Everett A. Cummings 
Event Center 

12) Mounds Off-Road 
Vehicle Area 

13) Goldenrod Disc Golf 
Course 

14) Richfield County Park 
15) Holloway Dam Public 

Access Fishing Site 
and Canoe Launch 

16) Walleye Pike Boat 
Launch 

17) Wolverine 
Campground/Buttercup 
Beach 

18) Toboggan Hill 
19) Elba Equestrian 

Complex 
20) Hogbacks Area 
21) Zeemer Park 
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Map 2: Non-Motorized Recreational Trail Priorities Map 
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Map 3: River Access Points 
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Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission Facilities 

Major Parks 

❖ Bluebell Beach and Flint River Trail Bike Path - Genesee Township 

Size: 350 acres, including 2,000 feet of frontage on Mott Lake 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Bray Road or Carpenter Road via the Flint River Trail 

Facilities:  Splash Park, swimming beach, pavilions, playground, aquatic 

feature, play equipment, and .8 miles of paved trail linking 

Carpenter Road and Bluebell Beach 

❖ Linden County Park - Fenton Township 

Size: 234 acres, including 1,200 feet of frontage on Byram Lake 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Access adjacent to the Village of Linden 

Facilities: Swimming beach, play fields, tennis and multi-purpose courts, 

trails, play equipment areas, picnic areas, restrooms, and 

shelters 

❖ Flushing County Park - Flushing Township 

Size: 105 acres, with 2,080 feet of frontage on the Flint River 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: McKinley Road adjacent to the City of Flushing 

Facilities: Play fields, horseshoe courts, preschool play equipment areas, 

picnic areas, and shelters 

❖ Buell Lake County Park - Thetford Township 

Size: 241 acres of land, 3,600 feet of frontage on Buell Lake 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Lake and Genesee Roads, relates well to Clio and Otisville.  

Barrier-free boat launch, trail system, and boardwalk allow for 

excellent access once in the park.  Safe play zones need to be 

incorporated into a transitional plan. 

Facilities: Play fields, play equipment areas, picnic areas, fishing, shelters, 

and model airplane flying field 

❖ For-Mar Nature Preserve and Arboretum - City of Burton 

Size: 384 acres of land; 2 acres of water 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Access via Genesee Road and Davison Road, relates well to 

the City of Flint 

Facilities: Nature trails, interpretive buildings, and indoor and outdoor 

exhibits 
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❖ Richfield County Park - Richfield Township 

Size: 345 acres, with 3,120 feet of frontage on the Flint River 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Access via Irish Road 

Facilities: Play fields, shelters, picnic areas, tennis courts, and canoe 

launch site 

❖ Davison Roadside County Park - City of Burton 

Size: 9 acres 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Accessibility and Location: Good - Access via Davison and Belsay Roads 

Facilities: Picnic area, beginners’ sledding hill, pavilion, and playground 

Regional Recreational Facilities/Attractions 

❖ Holloway Reservoir Regional Park 

The Holloway Reservoir Regional Park in Genesee and Lapeer Counties encompasses 

5,500 acres of land, including 1,975 acres of water (Holloway Reservoir).  The park 

provides open space for a variety of educational and recreational activities, including 

swimming, boating, picnicking, camping, and fishing.  Recent shoreline stabilization efforts 

have been added along the Wolverine Shoreline to minimize loss of campground area due 

to erosion.  Additional activities have been designed to increase interest in the park on 

both the local and regional level.  Located in Richfield Township and Lapeer County, the 

following summarizes the area: 

Size: 5,860 acres 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Accessibility and Location: Approximately 15 miles northeast of the City of Flint 

Facilities: Holloway Reservoir, Buttercup Beach, Walleye Pike Boat 

Launch, Hogbacks Area, Zemmer Road Fishing Site, Toboggan 

Hill, Equestrian Trail, and Wolverine Campground 

❖ Genesee Recreation Area 

The Genesee Recreation area consists of 4,460 acres of scenic land in Richfield and 

Genesee Townships.  Like the Holloway Reservoir Park, traditional recreational activities 

such as swimming, picnicking, bicycling, hiking, boating, and fishing are provided.  

Activities and attractions such as Stepping Stone Falls, Crossroads Village, and the 

Huckleberry Railroad create a greater regional appeal, as well as add to the tourism 

industry of the area.  Located in Genesee and Richfield Townships, the following 

summarizes the area: 

Size: 4,460 acres 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Facilities: Stepping Stone Falls, C.S. Mott Lake, Bluebell Beach, Historical 

Crossroads Village and the Huckleberry Railroad, Bluegill Boat 

Launch, Everett A. Cummings Center, Goldenrod Beach Disc 

Golf, Richfield Park, Timber Wolf Fishing Site, Equestrian Trails, 

Snowmobile Trails, and Richfield Park BMX Course. 
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❖ Mounds ORV Area - Genesee Township 

Size: 370 acres, with 240 acres open to ORV use 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Access via E. Mt. Morris Road.  Genesee County Road 

Commission has begun the process of developing a master 

plan. 

Facilities: For motorcycles, mini-bikes, dune buggies, four-wheel drive 

vehicles, and all-terrain vehicles 

❖ Crossroads Village and the Huckleberry Railroad 

Size: Approximately 80 acres, 4 miles of track 

Age and Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Bray Road and Stanley Road to I-475 

Facilities: Historical Crossroads Village, a bicentennial project, offers a 

glimpse of a Michigan village in the 1860 to 1880 historical 

period. 

The Huckleberry Railroad is located within Crossroads Village and follows an 8-mile loop 

through the Genesee Recreation Area on a narrow-gauge rail.  The train equipment is steam-

powered and restored to 1800s vintage. 

❖ Stepping Stone Falls 

Size: Approximately 30 acres 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Stepping Stone Falls is part of the dam which forms Mott Lake. 

Facilities: The height on the main fall is 11.5 feet and is lighted from sunset 

to midnight with changing-colored lights. 

❖ Everett A. Cummings Event Center - Genesee Township 

Size: Approximately 1,740 acres from Genesee Road to Irish Road, 

over 300 acres accessed from Mt. Morris Road. 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Access via Mt. Morris Road and Irish Road 

Facilities: Trails for hiking, horses, and snowmobiles.  Fishing and water 

access to Flint River.  Duck hunting island is located along the 

Flint River.  Location of major events such as Genesee County 

Fair, Color Vibe, and other functions.  18-hole Goldenrod disc 

golf course. 

❖ Wolverine Campground and Buttercup Beach - Columbiaville 

Size: 195 campsites available 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: Access via Baxter Road 

Facilities: Campsites, beach, swimming, playground, and boat launch 
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❖ Deer Run Soccer Park – Fenton Township 

Size: 81.25 Acres 

Age Groups Served: All ages 

Location: The northeast corner of Linden and Owen Roads 

Facilities: 16 soccer fields, restroom facilities, parking and concession 

stand building. Deer Run Soccer Authority runs the park.  

Michigan Department of Natural Resources Public Boat Launch 

❖ Lake Fenton  

Size:  845 water acres 

Age Groups Served  All ages 

Facilities:  Picnic area is available on the other side of Lake Fenton off 

South Long Lake Road; site is operated by the Parks and 

Recreation Division of the department of the MDNR.  Site is 

closed from 11 p.m. until 4 a.m.; fees are charged for use.  Site 

is closed to all swimming, wading, and bathing.  

❖ Lobdell Lake  

Size:  545 water acres 

Age Groups Served  All ages 

Facilities:  Site is operated by the Parks and Recreation Division of the 

MDNR.  Site is closed from 11 p.m. until 4 a.m.  Fees are 

charged for use of a boating and access.  Site is closed to 

swimming, wading, and bathing.  

❖ Lake Ponemah 

Size:  379 water acres 

Age Groups Served  All ages 

Facilities:  Site is a Michigan pubilc access site; operated by the Parks and 

Recreation Division of the MDNR. Site has restrooms, parking, 

boat launch and docks.   

Other regional recreational facilities exist in other counties (Oakland, Livingston, and Lapeer) 

that are operated by the State of Michigan through MDOT.  Table 3 details the different 

amenities to each park as well as square footage of each park.  

Table 3: Regional Parks Facilities 
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State Park 

Dodge No. 4  
State Park 

139 Y - Y Y - Y Y Y 

Groveland Oaks 
Campground 

N/A Y Y - Y - Y Y Y 

Highland 
State Park 

5,524 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Holly  
State Park 

7,470 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Marshbank 
State Park 

N/A - - - - Y Y Y - 

Ortonville 
State Park 

3,205 Y Y Y Y - Y Y Y 

Pontiac Lake 
State Park 

3,700 Y Y - Y Y Y Y Y 

Proud Lake 
State Park 

3,614 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Seven Lakes 
State Park 

1,378 Y - Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Livingston County 

Brighton 
State Park 

4,913 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Island Lake 
State Park 

3,466 Y Y - Y Y Y Y Y 

Kensington 
State Park 

N/A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Lapeer County 

Metamora – Hadley 
State Park 

683 Y Y Y Y - Y Y Y 

Private Recreation Facilities 

Several privately owned recreational facilities are located within the communities of Fenton 

Township, the City of Fenton, and the City of Linden which provide additional recreational 

activities.  Although these facilities are privately operated and often have a user fee or require 

membership, they were considered in the plan analysis because they meet specific 

community needs.  Private facilities include:  

❖ Bowling Alleys: Fenton Lanes and Holly Lanes 

❖ Dance: Fenton School of Dance, Visions in Motion, Linden Academy – Dance and Music, 

Great Lakes Dance Factory, Fenton Ballet Theater, Miss Bridget’s School of Dance, 

Peltonen School of Dance, and Dance Arts 

❖ Fitness Clubs: Anytime Fitness, Planet Fitness, Powerhouse Gym, Fenton Fitness and 

Athletic Center, CrossFit Fenton, Fit Box, and Boomers Boot Camp 
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❖ Golf Courses: Spring Meadows Country Club, Fenton Farms Golf Club, The Preserve, 

and Tyrone Hills 

❖ Martial Arts: World Martial Arts Academy, Fenton Karate LLC, Anderson Karate, Tenfold 

Martial Arts, and Major League Fitness and Martial Arts.  

❖ Miscellaneous Facilities: Camp Copneconic (YMCA), Dibbleville Yoga, Waldenwoods 

Resort, Deer Run Soccer Park, McBrooks Sports Complex, Fenton Lakes Sportsman 

Club, Linden Sportsman Club, and Painting with a Twist 

SLPR Recreational Programs 

Numerous recreational programming are offered and available to residents of the surrounding 

communities in southern Genesee County through SLPR.  The program year runs year-round, 

and programs are constantly occurring that benefit the stakeholders in the service area.  

These events are broken down into Youth Sports, Youth Fine Arts, Youth Special Events, 

Adult Sports, Adult Special Events, Enrichment, Special Events, and Programming Inventory.  

Sign up and registration for programs is handled both online at the website for SLPR and also 

in-person at the SLPR office at the Fenton Community and Cultural Center.  Although 

programs are held in buildings in Fenton, Fenton Township, and Linden, they are open to all 

residents of southern Genesee County including Tyrone Township, Argentine Township, and 

Mundy Township.  SLPR programs are open to everyone, regardless of their geographical 

location.  

Youth Sports 

During the school year and into the summer months, SLPR continues to provide equipment, 

management, and oversight of all recreational programs for Southern Genesee County.  In 

2020, SLPR had 3,487 registered participants in 620 program sessions, but with COVID, 

many programs did not run.  The date from 2021 is not available due to COVID cancellations.  

The following is a summarized list of some of the recreational activities that are offered through 

SLPR.  

❖ Baseball and Softball 

❖ Basketball 

❖ Open Gym Nights 

❖ Flag Football 

❖ Golf 

❖ Gymnastics 

❖ Martial Arts 

❖ Soccer 

❖ Adaptive Soccer 

❖ Swimming 

❖ Tennis 

❖ Volleyball 

❖ Lacrosse 

❖ Wrestling 

Youth Fine Arts 

Fine Arts programs are also offered in SLPR, offered to children ranging from preschool age 

though teenagers.  Some of the programs offered include: 

❖ Dance: Ballet, Tap, Hip Hop, Lyrical, 

Kickline, Creative Motions, Pom, 

Summer Dance Camps, Dance 

Clinics 

❖ Painting 

❖ Sculpture 

❖ Science 

❖ Foreign Language 

❖ Gymnastics 

❖ Music 

Youth Special Events 

The special event programs are offered through SLPR for children ranging from preschool 

age through teenagers.   
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❖ Special Needs Soccer Program 

❖ Youth Wrestling Tournament 

❖ Mother/Son Dance 

❖ Fall Dance Showcase 

❖ Spring Dance Recital 

❖ Gymnastics Invitational 

❖ USA Swim Meet 

Adult Sports 

Adult recreational opportunities are also made available to the residents in the townships and 

the cities.  These programs are housed in the local schools but also in township parks and 

other locations in Fenton Township, Linden, and Fenton.  In 2020, over 871 participants were 

registered in 150 program sessions.  These programs include: 

❖ Fitness: Group Fitness Classes, 

Wellness Expo, Workshops 

❖ Golf 

❖ Martial Arts 

❖ Softball 

❖ Adaptive Soccer 

❖ Volleyball 

❖ Water Fitness 

Adult Special Events 

Program designed to provide additional recreational and engagement programs for the adults 

serviced by SLPR.  

❖ Senior Holiday Lunches 

❖ Senior Fridays 

❖ Howling Halloween Dog Parade 

❖ Witches’ & Wizards Ball 

❖ Health/Wellness & Building 

Workshop 

Enrichment 

These programs are designed to provide continuing education, teach new skills, and are just 

for fun.  The following is a summarized list of leisure programs under the supervision of SLPR. 

❖ Book Club 

❖ Driver’s Education (Segment I & II) 

❖ Computers 

❖ Dance 

❖ Painting Classes 

❖ Variety of other Art Classes 

❖ Foreign Language Classes 

❖ Financial 

❖ Health 

❖ Music 

❖ Pet Classes 

❖ Safety 

Special Events 

Other recreational programming offered by SLPR includes the driver’s education program, 

summer festivals and programs, Farmer’s Market, and “Back to the Bricks” Tune Up Party.  

❖ Farmer’s Markets – SLPR oversees and manages the Fenton Farmer’s Market.  The 

market has expanded and brought countless individuals to downtown Fenton on 

Thursdays throughout the spring and summer.  The Linden Farmer’s Market, when in 

session, has been run by SLPR as well.  The success of the market is attributed to a good 

working relationship between SLPR, the vendors that provide them with many 

opportunities for expansion and support, and the municipalities and their DDAs for all the 

extras they help provide during the Farmers Market. 

❖ Back to the Bricks – Back to the Bricks is an annual summer event that has brought 

hundreds of thousands of people to Genesee County over a week-long car show.  The 

cities of Fenton and Linden are both involved with the “Tune-Up” parties that occur during 

the Back to the Bricks week.  During those times, cars are made available for display and 

numerous vendors are present.  Since the adoption in 2011 as sites for the “Tune-Up” 
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party, SLPR has been instrumental in overseeing the coordination and implementation of 

the festivities in Linden and Fenton.  These Tune-Ups have brought an estimated 10,000 

visitors to the area for these events. 

❖ Fenton Street Experience – SLPR teamed up with the City of Fenton to plan a summer-

long street experience in 2021 that would be as “COVID proof” as possible.  The Fenton 

Street Experience had multiple events planned during 22 weeks of Thursday and Friday 

nights.  These “Mini Events” were spread out in the streets of downtown Fenton and 

included: corn hole, skate park, street music and entertainment, concerts, kid’s art display, 

kid’s wood working, kid’s gardening activities, kid’s pumpkin carving/decorating, kid’s corn 

hole and giant connect four, kid’s chalk the walk, mini-golf, witches dance, Bollywood 

dance, Zumba – latin dance/fitness, Werq – hip hop dance/fitness, karate demonstrations, 

book author events, table tennis, interactive art displays, mini car shows, and a free 

pumpkin patch.  Partnerships like this help promote SLPR as well as providing 

opportunities for residents to participate in various programming during the summer 

months. 

❖ Concerts in the Park – The Fenton Concerts in the Park series is presented by SLPR 

and sponsored by the City of Fenton DDA.  Summer concerts at the Fenton Millpond Park 

Gazebo are a tradition loved by the community.  Spending a fun and entertaining evening 

on the grass by the Millpond is the kind of activity that makes Fenton a family-friendly 

locale. 

❖ Music by the Mill – Linden’s Music by the Mill is presented by SLPR and sponsored by 

the City of Linden and the Linden DDA and are held at the Linden Mill Park Gazebo, 

located directly across the street from the Price Crane Robinsons VFW Post 4642.   

❖ Art Walk – SLPR teams up with the City of Fenton Arts and Cultural Commission to 

manage the Fenton Art Walk.  This is a community event celebrating the arts and 

showcasing local and regional talent with the visual art, music, entertainment, technology 

integrated art, and children’s activities.  Artists will display their work along the streets of 

downtown Fenton or inside participating businesses and at local organizations like the 

Fenton Community and Cultural Center.  Visitors can enjoy the beautiful downtown, 

excellent restaurants, and purchase amazing pieces of art.  

Programming Inventory 

SLPR currently provides programing for the cities of Fenton, Linden, and Fenton Township.  

There are numerous volunteer organizations that provide athletic programs and assistance 

during various sports seasons.  

In many communities, SLPR has taken the place primarily performed by the municipality for 

parks and recreation programming.  This collaboration has allowed for increased participation 

and joint sharing of athletic opportunities and equipment. 

To continue to provide quality programs, SLPR should seek a greater influence over the 

maintenance and operations of the facilities that the programs rely on.  

V. PLANNING PROCESS 

SLPR directed this updated Recreation Master Plan to be completed to provide a blueprint for 

future facilities, programming, and funding sources through the MDNR.  Residents of the 

SLPR service area were asked to provide input to provide support or new options to enhance 
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the programming and facilities that SLPR operates/manages.  The following process is 

discussed below: 

❖ Community Description – The process began with an analysis of the authority’s physical 

and social characteristics.  These characteristics included location, history, transportation 

system, natural features, and population of participating communities. 

❖ Recreation Inventory – SLPR does not own any property but uses properties throughout 

Linden, Fenton Township, and Fenton for its recreational programming and activities.  The 

inventory is inclusive of all properties that are available for SLPR to utilize.  The authority 

also has an accessibility assessment that was conducted on all properties that SLPR has 

programs in.  A list of private business, neighboring communities’ facilities, state parks, 

Genesee County Parks, and other locations that would be essential in providing 

recreational opportunities is also included in the inventory.  

❖ Public Participation – On November 8, 2021, SLPR began collecting survey information 

from community members and residents of the service area.  Promotion for the survey 

was handled by notices on Facebook and using the QR codes and allowing respondents 

to complete the survey on their mobile devices.  The survey was completed by 125 people 

and the information collected was used and analyzed to develop the goals and objective 

statements for the recreation master plan.  A copy of the questions from the survey and 

the response from the participants is available in Appendix D of the master plan.  

❖ Analysis – The data collected from the surveys were analyzed based on experience of 

staff, committee members, and board of directors.  After the information is analyzed, it 

was compared based on financial/funding sources and the specific needs and desires of 

residents.  

❖ Action Plan – Upon completion of the analysis, goals and objectives were determined to 

provide the framework for the Action Plan.  The Goals and Objectives were developed at 

internal meeting with SLPR staff and ROWE Professional Service Company staff.  The 

Goals and Objectives along with the Action planned were created on November 22, 2021.  

❖ Plan Completion – After the plan was completed, it was presented to the Board of 

Directors and Executive Director for approval.  Once the plan has been reviewed, it will be 

available for review for public input for 30 days.  Following the 30 days, a public hearing 

will be held in order to solicit any additional input from residents.  Following the public 

input, it was endorsed by the Board of Directors of SLPR, ratified by the three 

municipalities represented on the Board of Commissioners for SLPR, and was submitted 

to the MDNR for approval.  

Basis for Action Plan 

The previous sections of the plan provided valuable insight and information into the parks and 

recreation operations of SLPR.  The Basis for Action Plan is set up to evaluate the information, 

to understand the needs and priorities for future park land, current parks and recreational 

facilities, and programming in the community.  

There were various resources incorporated into the recreational analysis.  To begin, public 

participation is essential in discovering the community priorities for recreation and 

programming.  This public participation was handled by responses from a survey, through 

Survey Monkey, formulated by SLPR.  Next, an analysis of recreation facilities such as athletic 

fields, playgrounds, accessibility assessment, and trails was evaluated.  Current recreation 

programs were then evaluated to best understand future programming needs and 

opportunities.  Finally, to ensure that all perspectives were considered, existing planning 
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documents were reviewed to ensure that the Action Plan coincided with the current vision and 

goals of other related community development efforts.  

SLPR is fortunate to have a surplus of land with recreational potential in the immediate service 

area.  Opportunities that exist include the potential for turning vacant properties into the 

potential for park land.  Also, with the potential for recreational acreage and programming, 

SLPR has plenty of opportunity for expanding programs to incorporate some of the desires 

and activities that many of the residents expressed interest in.  However, with all the potential 

for expansion and new programming, there are areas where SLPR can make improvements 

with their delivery of services and partnerships within the service areas.  

Public Participation Survey 

In early November, SLPR began promoting an online survey that asked respondents to give 

information pertaining to the status of SLPR programing and the potential for increased 

programing and acquiring/developing facilities.  The information collected from the online 

survey was very critical in constructing the goals and objectives for the recreation plan.  

Overall, 76 percent of the respondents replied that they were satisfied with the current 

programs offered by SLPR.  Residents that participated in the survey were from the SLPR 

Service Area (City of Fenton, City of Linden, Fenton Township) – 83 percent of respondents; 

with another 17 percent coming from other areas in Southern Genesee County and northern 

Livingston County.  The results from the survey are included in Appendix D.  

VI. GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

An overall guide for the recreation goals for the SLPR district will be to focus efforts on 

developing additional recreation programming, defining key opportunities for developing 

SLPR recreation facilities, and supporting recreational routes throughout Linden, Fenton, and 

Fenton Township.  Of the goals and objectives listed, the top priorities ranked in order include: 

❖ Expanding program opportunities in the SLPR service area. 

❖ Securing key properties for ownership by SLPR. 

❖ Constructing a new recreation and administrative facility to house SLPR administrative 

operations and recreational programming.  

The overall theme for improving recreation will be to develop and maintain recreation 

programming that will continue to support the growing needs of SLPR communities. 

The following goals support this (not listed in any order of priority): 

Goal 1: Continue to support programming in SLPR that encourage the development of 

new events and activities.  

From the survey information compiled by SLPR, most respondents were supportive of the 

programs currently offered by SLPR.  However, there were some instances that improvements 

would provide better usage by current program participants.  

Objectives: 

❖ Increase amount or type of programming to better meet needs of residents. 

❖ Develop additional recreation activities with various municipalities and communities. 
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❖ Increase visibility of SLPR programs through various other information-sharing. 

❖ Programs operated or facilitated by SLPR need to be marketed to all community members 

in southern Genesee County; and better branding of programs to identify programming as 

SLPR-sponsored activities.  

Goal 2: Promote non-motorized connections throughout southern Genesee County and 

connecting them to key destinations. 

The Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission has proposed a series of 

recreational trails that will connect various cities and communities to parks and recreational 

facilities.  Currently, three different routes are proposed to operate through the SLPR service 

area.  The added recreational trails will develop facilities that will provide greater opportunity 

for quality-of-life benefits and access to natural features. 

Objectives: 

❖ Coordinate with Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission in a support role for 

the location of non-motorized routes.  Propose potential internal walking routes around 

parks and school facilities to encourage additional usage by residents. 

❖ Support ongoing water trail branding, programs, and development. 

❖ Continue coordination of non-motorized trails in partnership with the LAFF Pathway Inc. 

group. 

Goal 3: Continue partnerships with various for-profit groups and educational 

institutions in the service area of SLPR. 

SLPR continues to have a great working relationship with various school districts, volunteer 

groups, and the various municipalities represented on the SLPR Board of Directors.  These 

various relationships contribute to the overall success of both programming and recreational 

activities in the area.  The role of SLPR, in relation to public school community education 

programming stakeholders needs to be defined as SLPR moves forward with creating new 

programs and activities.  Currently, there is some confusion with which entity is charged with 

specific duties of recreation and community education.  Establishing the areas of interest by 

SLPR and the programs and activities that each school district would like to continue to 

operate would eliminate any uncertainty of programs between parents and community 

members.  

Objectives: 

❖ Maintain roles with existing stakeholders and monitor communications annually. 

❖ Increase partnerships with various for-profit organizations and volunteer groups to expand 

program and recreational offerings.  

❖ Explore the possibility of expanding community education programs to other school 

districts in southern Genesee County.  

❖ Coordinate with the Genesee County Parks and Recreation for certain programs to 

enlarge the scope and recreational participation of residents in the surrounding 

communities (i.e. providing space for the Deer Run Soccer Authority, running 

programming in County parks, and partnering for grant opportunities). 

❖ Maintain/Increase opportunities to partner with other community programming institutions 

like Happening in Linden, the Fenton and Linden Regional Chamber of Commerce, etc.). 
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Goal 4: Evaluate and pursue acquisition for park development. 

Review vacant properties in the area for potential use as recreational and programming 

opportunities. 

Objectives: 

❖ Coordinate with the Genesee County Land Bank on potential vacant properties within the 

SLPR area. 

❖ Construct recreation center along with park property around a proposed site, centrally 

located in the service area.  

❖ Identify non-motorized trail access for future properties, per the Genesee County 

Metropolitan Planning Commission and the LAFF Pathway.  

Goal 5: New capital improvement project for SLPR 

As SLPR continues to expand programs and opportunities for residents, the authority must 

be prepared to widen its for additional participation. 

Objectives: 

❖ Evaluate alternate funding sources; develop a capital financing strategy for development 

projects.  Pursue funding and leverage available financial resources with grants.  

❖ Conduct a feasibility study for future SLPR administrative offices and/or recreational 

facility that identifies spatial needs and development of a budget. 

Goal 6: Continue to modify programming and recreational activities to reflect the 

changing demographics, needs, and age of the population of the service area.  

Currently, SLPR provides programming and activities that match the needs of the current 

participants within the service area of southern Genesee County.  As the population of 

southern Genesee County continues to expand and the demographics and age groups 

continue to change, it would be highly recommended that SLPR explore other recreational 

programming to match the changing needs of the community. 

Objectives: 

❖ Evaluate additional programs and activities not offered currently (per the 2021 Parks and 

Recreation Survey). 

❖ Expanded senior activities with the LOOSE Center. 

❖ Evaluate coordination role with municipalities for events and programming.  

VII. ACTION PLAN 

SLPR currently does not possess any property.  All administrative offices and programs are 

either operated out of the local schools or through contractual agreements with local 

municipalities to coordinate recreational programing.  Moving forward, it is the plan of SLPR 

to incorporate property and to construct a recreational facility to house offices and different 

programs.  While many of the recommended improvements to SLPR deal with the need for 

physical buildings and park land; other improvements such as the non-motorized route 

through southern Genesee County will benefit from a support role from SLPR.  
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Current Programming and Partnerships 

Moving forward, SLPR should continue to maintain the programming and activities currently 

in place for the residents of the service area.  New recreational opportunities should constantly 

be implemented to match the demand by the community and participants.  

Continue Collaborative Work with School Districts and Other Organizations 

From the previous plan, SLPR continues to improve communications between the member 

municipalities and the authority.  Residents are aware of which programs are sponsored and 

operated by SLPR.  As more partnerships and activities are developed in the service area, 

being specific of the responsibilities and duties of the authority will be important for the 

success of the program.  

Thompson Road Regional Dog Park 

The Thompson Road Regional Dog Park has been developed, with the support of a volunteer 

groups in the area and is overseen by its own board.  SLPR will maintain a position on the 

park’s board and continue to help facilitate planning for finance and park improvements.  

Stronger Marketing and Identification 

Branding will continue to be important to getting more interest and participation in 

programming in the authority.  During the pandemic, the use of social media and other 

interactive resources became important; those resources will not go away – and SLPR should 

take advantage of reaching as many people in the service area as possible.  

Regional Recreational Non-Motorized Connections 

In collaboration with the Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission; the 

implementation of non-motorized trails connecting to key destinations throughout the service 

area is important in providing additional activities for community members.  SLPR will serve 

in a support role towards promoting the trail system through the service area.  These non-

motorized routes include water trails and paved trails (i.e., LAFF Pathway).  There have been 

proposals of extending other trails around southern Genesee County and northern Livingston 

County.  Reviewing funding and expanding trails in areas that promote safe transit throughout 

the community would be ideal for future recreational programming.  

❖ Regional non-motorized connections also would support active, healthy lifestyle options 

for residents in the community.  More routes in the service area provides more walkable 

areas for people to connect to.  

Construct and Acquire New Park Properties 

As stated, SLPR does not currently possess any land or buildings to house their programming 

or administrative offices.  SLPR intends to seek and develop feasibility studies on the potential 

for constructing a new facility, centrally located in the service area, that would provide 

administrative space and recreational programming.  These plans also include outdoor 

recreational space for outdoor sports.  The authority also seeks to acquire properties in the 

service area to expand outdoor recreational programming using SLPR-owned properties.  

Along with the feasibility studies, studies should be conducted on options for funding sources 

and extensive background on the specific programming that those that participate in SLPR 

activities have desires of engaging in.  

Expanding Current Service Area to Other Communities 

Currently, SLPR is represented by three neighboring communities in southern Genesee 

County (Fenton, Linden, and Fenton Township); however other communities have also 
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become a part of the programming and activities around the service area.  As SLPR continues 

to expand, the thought of adding other communities must be investigated.  Residents should 

be asked if they would support the additional municipalities being included on the governing 

body.  

Funding 

Various grant programs can be used to leverage funds for development projects and property 

acquisition.  A summary list of sources includes: 

❖ General Fund 

Continue to allow for re-investment in facilities to avoid future increased maintenance 

costs and ensure revenue streams when possible. 

❖ User Fee 

Continue to charge reasonable fees to participants of recreation programs and key 

facilities.  Evaluate the fees annually to ensure they are providing the appropriate amount 

of funding to allow the programs to continue.   

❖ Special Millage 

A property tax millage can be used to finance specific park and recreation projects such 

as parkland improvements and facility upgrades.  A millage is an effective method to divide 

costs over time among all the taxpayers in the community to provide matching grant funds 

or finance projects out-right.  A millage allows more flexibility in how the money is used 

than a bond. 

❖ Bonds 

Several bond programs can be used to finance construction of parks and recreation 

facilities.  General Obligation Bonds are issued for specific community projects and may 

not be used for other purposes.  These bonds are usually paid for with property tax 

revenues.  Revenue bonds are issued for construction of public projects that generate 

revenues.  The bonds are then retired using income generated by the project. 

❖ Michigan Natural Resource Trust Fund (MNRTF)  

Provides funding assistance for the purchase of land (or interest in land) for recreation or 

protection of land because of its environmental importance or scenic beauty, and the 

development of recreation facilities.  This assistance is directed at creating and improving 

outdoor recreational opportunities and providing protection to valuable natural resources.  

The improvement grants are between $15,000 and $500,000 with a required minimum 

local match of 25 percent.  Acquisition grants vary depending upon the value of property 

and local match amount; therefore, there is not a minimum or maximum amount.  This 

grant is ideal for implementing community park plans and for land acquisition in the future.  

Applications are due in April and September of each year for acquisition projects and April 

of each year for development projects. 

❖ State Water Trail Designation Program  

A new program that is under the direction of the MDNR that will classify certain water trails 

in communities as state water trails.  Partnering groups and organizations would be vital 

in supporting the community in pursing the grant.  Funding sources are still being reviewed 

and analyzed; but funding is expected to be finalized in 2022.  
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❖ Michigan Recreation Passport 

Provides capital improvement plans and development projects in communities throughout 

Michigan.  Projects must be in public recreation use for the life of the project rather than 

perpetuity.  Indoor recreation facilities and existing park locations are eligible for the grant.  

The primary focus is on improving and renovating existing parks.  The application deadline 

is April 1st, with a November grant award announcement.  Duration of the grant usually 

runs 3 years.  Minimum grant request must be $7,500 with a maximum request of $45,000; 

there is a 25 percent match by the local municipality or organization.  The 25 percent 

match can either be cash/credit (for locally assumed costs including labor and equipment) 

donations of goods and services from non-government entities, cash donations from non-

governmental entities, or repurposed land. 

❖ Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) 

Projects eligible for CDBG funding must be in a low-moderate income service area and/or 

provide access to the disabled to qualify.  Investments using CDBG funds must provide a 

documented benefit to low-moderate income households.  Projects eligible for funding 

include public infrastructure improvements and those that provide ADA accessibility.   

❖ Aquatic Habitat Grant Program  

The Aquatic Habitat Grant Program (AHCP) began in October 2013 and will operate each 

year that funding is available.  A total of approximately $1,250,000 will be available for the 

second-round of 2014 grand funding from the Game and Fish Protection Fund.  The 

AHCP’s purpose is to improve fish and other aquatic organism’s populations by protecting 

intact and rehabilitating degraded aquatic habitat.  Grant applications are due in November 

with award information available in April.  

❖ Boating Infrastructure Grant  

This grant is also offered from the MDNR providing federal assistance for the design and 

construction of public recreational harbor facilities.  Grant funds are used to cover 75 

percent of the total approved project costs for construction of infrastructure improvements.  

❖ Waterways Program Grant  

The Waterways Program Grant is available for communities to provide both financial and 

technical assistance for design and construction of public recreational boating facilities 

(including state-sponsored harbors and mooring facilities).  Information that is collected 

deals with traffic for the harbor and the last three financial summaries for the harbor.  The 

amount depends on the base amount for the project; the grant normally provides 50 

percent of the estimated project cost.  

❖ Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)  

LWCF provides funding assistance for communities to acquire and develop land for 

outdoor recreation.  The minimum award is $15,000 and the maximum of $500,000 with 

a 50 percent local match.  The eligibility criterion emphasizes preservation of natural 

resources such as waterways.  This grant is ideal for implementing community park plans 

for land acquisition in the future.  

❖ Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP)  

TAP is a competitive grant program that funds projects such as non-motorized paths, 

streetscapes and historic preservation of transportation facilities that enhance Michigan’s 

intermodal transportation system and provide safe alternative transportation options.  
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These investments support place-based economic development by offering transportation 

choices, promoting walkability and improving the quality of life.  The program uses federal 

transportation funds designed by Congress for these types of activities.  TAP grant funding 

requires matching funds of at least 20 percent of the eligible project cost.  

❖ MEDC Patronicity Crowd Funding 

The Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) has developed an additional 

way of securing funding for community development projects by using crowdfunding to 

support developments.  Communities, non-profits, and municipalities can submit projects 

by applying to the Patronicity campaign.  The projects that meet the programs parameters 

and successfully crowd-fund their goal will receive a matching grant from the MEDC of up 

to $50,000 .  

❖ Public-Private or Public-Public Partnerships 

Reduced funding at the public and private sector has created a need for various 

partnerships between public and private entities as well as between two or more public 

entities, to accommodate specialized large-scale recreation demands.  

❖ Donations 

Businesses, corporations, private clubs, community organizations, and individuals will 

often contribute to recreation and other improvement programs to benefits the 

communities in which they are located.  Private sector contributions may be in the form of 

monetary contributions, the donation of land, the provision of volunteer services, or the 

contribution of equipment or facilities.  

❖ Foundations 

A foundation is a special non-profit legal entity established as a mechanism through which 

land, cash, and securities can be donated for the benefit of parks and recreation services.  

The assets are disbursed by the foundation Board of Directors according to a 

predetermined plan.  These grant funding opportunities can be accessed through the 

Michigan Foundation Directory.  The city has been successful demonstrating leveraging 

of these funds as match against other grant sources and demonstrating the ability to build 

capacity for long-term economic stability.  

Conclusion 

SLPR is an important and vital part of the quality of life for the residents within the service 

area.  The vision of SLPR is to offer park, recreational facilities, and program opportunities 

that enhance the education, physical health, personal well-being, and social interactions 

within the community.  The purpose of this five-year plan is to provide direction for the regional 

authority to effectively accomplish the vision set forth by the board of directors.  Additionally, 

SLPR will be updating their charter in November 2022 by making an amendment to the charter 

to include revised standards and policies for the authority.  

By implementing the changes outlined in the recreation plan, SLPR will continue to expand 

its programming and will continue to be a very supportive agent of providing recreational 

activities for communities directly in the SLPR service area.  
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Appendix A: Resolutions  







CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF FENTON 
RESOLUTION NO. 2022-02 

 

A resolution supporting the proposed Southern Lakes Parks & Recreation Five 
Year Parks & Recreation Master Plan. 

 

WHEREAS, the Charter Township of Fenton is a member of the Southern Lakes 
Regional Metropolitan Parks & Recreation District, and  
 

WHEREAS, Fenton Township supports the mission of Southern Lakes Parks & 
Recreation to establish, maintain and operate recreational facilities and programming, and 

 

WHEREAS, Southern Lakes Parks & Recreation has drafted a new proposed five 
year parks & recreation master plan, and 
 

WHEREAS, the parks & recreation plan provides a solid foundation for the 
development of recreational facilities and continued improvements in recreational 
programs to support a healthy, desirable quality of life for the residents throughout the 
Southern Lakes region; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Board of the Charter 
Township of Fenton hereby declares its support for the Southern Lakes Parks & 
Recreation 2022-2027 Five Year Parks & Recreation Master Plan. 
 

Motion to adopt resolution No. 2022-02 as presented: 
  Motion by: Goupil 
  Seconded: Reid 
  Ayes:  Lorraine, Tucker, Goupil, Katrak, Reid 
  Nays:  Krug 
  Absent: Kesler 
Motion carried. Resolution declared adopted. 
             
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
    )  SS: 
COUNTY OF GENESEE ) 
 

 I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a 
resolution adopted by the Township Board of the Charter Township of Fenton, County of 
Genesee, State of Michigan, at a regular meeting held on January 4, 2022, and that said 
meeting was conducted and public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to and in 
full compliance with the Open Meetings Act, being Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, 
and that the minutes of said meeting were kept and will be or have been made available 
as required by said Act. 

          
      Thomas Broecker, Deputy Clerk 
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Appendix B: Recreation Plans 

1. City of Fenton Five-Year Recreation Plan 

2. City of Linden Five-Year Recreation Plan 

3. City of Fenton Township Five-Year Recreation Plan  
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The 2017-2022 City of Fenton Parks and Recreation Master Plan was prepared by the 

City of Fenton Parks and Recreation Board and adopted by the City of Fenton Council 

to serve as a guide and decision making document for future recreation facilities and 

programs. The Plan presents an inventory of existing facilities and programs within 

the community, as well as an evaluation of opportunities and needs. The Plan 

considers the existing facilities in and around the community, as well as the 

anticipated demand for additional or improved facilities and programs. The Plan also 

includes goals, objectives and a 5-Year Action Plan. 

The jurisdiction of this Recreation Master Plan includes the City of Fenton. 

The Plan is also intended to enable the City of Fenton to apply for funding assistance 

from various agencies to work toward implementing the documented 

recommendations. This Plan provides five years of grant eligibility with the Michigan 

Department of Natural Resources. 

 

Plan Summary 

Provided below is a general description of the planning and public input process used 

for the preparation of this plan. 

The necessary data to begin the creation of the plan was collected from various 

sources including: current City master plans, Southern Lakes Five Year Parks and 

Recreation Plan, past Five Year Parks and Recreation Plans, resident and staff input, 

and field observations. 

The Community Description includes a brief introduction to the Fenton area. 

The Administrative Structure section describes how parks and recreation is 

governed and operated within the City of Fenton.  This includes information 

gathering, staff responsibilities, the function of the Board and Council and a fiscal 

analysis (as it relates to recreation) of the last few years. 

The Parks and Recreation Inventory provides an inventory of the recreational 

facilities and programs provided for the residents of Fenton.  This information was 

collected in November 2016.  The location of each facility is defined, described, and 

mapped. 

The Basis for Action section of the document analyzes factors inside and outside of 

the community that may have an effect on the direction of the recreation over the 

next five years.  This portion of the plan provides the rationale for the goals, 

guidelines and recommended capital improvements.  Several factors were analyzed 

including current recreation trends, comparison of recreational opportunities to 
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acreage and facility standards, service area gaps, existing plans and reports, and 
results of the community workshops, community survey, staff and Park and 
Recreation Board’s input.  The draft Basis for Action was presented to the Parks and 
Recreation Board for their review on February 14, 2017. 

Two methods of gaining public input were used for the development of this plan. 
Public Workshops that were held January 18 and 25, 2017 at the Fenton Area 
Community Center.  Residents were notified about the workshop through a variety 
of methods including flyers, a notice in the local newspaper, emails, and 
announcements made at City meetings.  A Community Survey was also conducted.  
This survey was made available through the City’s website and hard copies were 
made available at the City Hall.  Similar to the Public Workshops, residents were 
notified through flyers, a notice in the local newspaper, emails, and announcements 
made at City meetings.  Input from these meetings and survey are found within the 
Appendix, including advertising details. 

The Draft Five Year Parks and Recreation Plan was made available for public 
review between April 24 and May 24, 2017 at the City Hall and the City Library for 
one month.  A notice of the plan being available for review was advertised in the local 
newspaper. 

The Action Plan outlines the direction that the City of Fenton would like to take over 
the next five years in order to maintain and improve recreational opportunities within 
the community.  The Action Plan includes goals and objectives, as well as a Capital 
Improvement schedule. The draft Action Plan was presented to the Fenton Parks 
and Recreation Board on March 14, 2017 for review, discussion and consensus. 

Public Hearing and Adoption by City Council June 26, 2017 
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Community Description 

The City of Fenton is located in the southeastern corner of Fenton Township in 
Genesee County, with small portions of the City in both Oakland County to the east 
and Livingston County to the south. Fenton is 16 miles south of Flint, 40 miles north 
of Ann Arbor, and 43 miles north of Detroit. 

The City is primarily a residential community, and boasts a number of lakes that 
attract people from miles around for recreational uses. Based on census information 
taken in 2015, Fenton has a population of 11,442. The City of Fenton’s downtown 
area retains much of its historical look while at the same time including a town 
square-style shopping plaza nearby. The Shiawassee River also flows over a dam 
through the park in the center of town.  
 
Recently, Fenton has begun experiencing an increase in residential, as well as 
commercial development. The most recent commercial growth has taken place in the 
northern portion of the City at the Silver Lake shopping district, which has attracted 
a variety of restaurants, office, and commercial uses. 
 
The City of Fenton is located adjacent to Silver Lake and Lake Fenton, with the 
Shiawassee River running through the City. Fenton is located in a region dominated 
by lakes and the river, so water recreation is a critical recreation component.  The 
City’s primary transportation connection is US-23, which runs from the southern state 
line north through Ann Arbor to Fenton and then north to I-75 south of Flint, as 
depicted in Map 1 on the next page. 
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Map 1- Location Map 
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Demographic Characteristics 

The following is a demographic report of the City of Fenton, which reveals some unique 

characteristics of the community. Age, household, ethnicity and disability statistics for the 

City are included. The demographic makeup of the community helps determine the quality 

and quantity of the Department of Special Service’s facilities and programs necessary to 

serve Fenton residents. 

Population. Recent projections indicate that the City’s population is expected to steadily 

increase at a slow, but consistent rate. The recorded increase in population is primarily due 

to people who commute to work in the Detroit and Flint metropolitan areas. The U.S. 23 and 

nearby I-75 corridors provide quick access to these major employment centers while allowing 

them to enjoy the small town atmosphere and quiet lifestyle that Fenton offers. The 

population has steadily but slowly increased based on data from more recent censuses as is 

shown in Table 1.1. The City of Fenton alone has seen a population increase of 1,145 people 

between the years of 2000 and 2010. 

 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
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As shown in Table 1.2, since 2000, most of the surrounding communities have begun to 

increase in population while some of the counties and the state itself are on the decline. This 

is attributed to the slow economic and job recovery, attraction of residents from the City of 

Detroit, as well as an overall decrease in household size. 

Location Count  Change Count Percentage Count Percentage Count Change 

Fenton 11,442 -2.70% 11,756 100% 10,611 100% 1,145 10.79% 

Linden  3,886 2.60% 3,991 100% 2,861 100% 1,130 39.50% 

Grand Blanc 7,993 -3.40% 8,276 100% 7,864 100% 412 5.24% 

Holly  6,169 1.40% 6,086 100% 6,142 100% -56 -0.91% 

Genesee 
County 410,849 3.50% 425,790 100% 436,143 100% -10,353 -2.37% 

Oakland 
County  1,242,304 3.30% 1,202,362 100% 1,194,214 100% 8,148 0.68% 

Livingston 
County 187,316 3.50% 180,967 100% 156,954 100% 24,013 3.67% 

Michigan 9,922,576 0.40% 9,883,640 100% 9,938,444 100% -54,804 -0.55% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

Housing. Households are defined as a person or group of people occupying a housing unit. 

The number of households in Fenton is expected to decrease as indicated in Table 1.3. 

Average household size, defined as the number of persons per household, has been declining 

and this trend is expected to continue. The City’s growth has slowed and is anticipated to 

decrease slowly as evidenced by the population projections. The decrease in population and 

the consistency in households will mean additional demands for current residents and 

increased maintenance for aging facilities. The leveling of household size will create a more 

dispersed population if housing densities do not increase accordingly. Future parks and 

facilities will need to be dispersed accordingly. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

Households are classified as Families with Children, Families without Children, and Non-

families, which include persons living alone and two or more non-related persons living in 

the same home. In Fenton, 18.7% of households are classified as Families with Children 42% 

as families without children, and 39.3% as Non-Families. A significant number of households 

do not have children. The composition of households in Fenton is important to help plan the 

facilities and programs in a manner that is consistent with a proportionate to these 
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characteristics. With a fairly even distribution of families without children and non-families, 

passive recreation with the ability to include all age groups is necessary.  

Age Distribution. An understanding of the age distribution in the City is essential in 

planning for future recreational needs. As we pass through the various stages of life, out 

activity requirements change resulting in the need for different facilities and programs. Each 

of these groups requires different facilities and programs. The Parks and Recreation Board 

of Fenton and Southern Lakes Parks and Recreation facilities and programs should change 

to address the different needs of an aging population while at the same time account for the 

youth and adults in the community. Healthy living, recreational, and cultural opportunities 

play a major role in where people choose to live, raise families, and retire.  

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

Community Ethnicity. The City of Fenton population is predominantly white, accounting for 

95.12%. While the number of minorities makes up only a small percentage of the population, 

there has been an increase in the minority population in the last ten years. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

Economic Characteristics. A variety of economic indicators suggest that Fenton enjoys 

relatively strong economic health. The residents of the City of Fenton earn more than County 

residents overall, however they earn less than State residents overall. Over the past 10 years 

median household income has decreased however this can be attributed to downturn and 

slow recovery from the market recession of 2008. Since 1990 there has been a significant 
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increase in managerial and professional jobs. This increase in the “white collar” 
professions is expected to continue as those who can afford to, move away from large 

metropolitan areas in favor of suburban living. 

The relatively strong economic health of the City suggests that Fenton residents will continue 

to demand high-quality services and facilities from the Parks and Recreation Board of Fenton 

and that increased funding is necessary to help fund these activities. This position is 

supported by the previous Parks and Recreation Master Plan and by City residents.  

Physical Characteristics 

The following is a description of the physical characteristics of Fenton, including land use and 

natural features. This is important in understanding the potential for the type, location, and 

extent of Parks and Recreation Department improvements. 

Land Use. There are thirteen different land-use categories within the city of Fenton and they 

are as follows; Low Density Single-Family Detached, Medium Density Single-Family 

Detached, Single-Family Attached, Manufactured Home Community, Multiple-Family, 

Commercial, Office, Industrial, Public, Quasi-Public / Institutional, Parkland, Nature Preserve, 

and Vacant. The largest of the categories is the Low Density Single-Family Detached, 

comprising over a quarter of the land area of the city.  

Environmental and Natural Features. An environmental feature such as a climate, and 

natural features, topography, hydrology, soils, and vegetation, are important to planning for 

the Parks and Recreation Department. Natural features are not easily restored after they are 

impaired. These natural features provide numerous existing and potential parks, recreation, 

and cultural opportunities.  

1. Climate– There are no unusual climatic conditions which severely impede outdoor 

recreational activities in the City. The climate is humid continental modified by the 

Great Lakes. Due to the variations in the weather patterns in Central and Southeast 

Michigan, local residents have the opportunity to enjoy many seasonal recreational 

activities. 

2. Topography– The topography of the City of Fenton is generally characterized by 

gentle rolling and flat terrain with fairly steep areas primarily along some of the river 

courses. The elevation of the City of Fenton is approximately 902’ above sea level.  

3. Hydrology– The Shiawassee River winds its way diagonally through the city of 

Fenton and Fenton Township. The Fenton Mill Pond is an anchor within the City and 

plays a large role in recreation as well. Lake Fenton borders the city to the north and 

Silver Lake to the west. Much of the land along the Shiawassee River or its tributaries 

is subject to seasonal flooding. The severity of flashing of the streams has increased 

in the past several years because of the increase in storm water runoff which causes 

erosion and water quality issues.   

4. Soils- Soils in Fenton consist primarily of the Miami Loam series noted in the soil 

survey completed by the Natural Resources Conservation Service. This soil type is the 

most important in Genesee County for its point of extent and agricultural value. The 

gravelly phase of this soil found in Fenton has good natural drainage. Agricultural 

practices are well adapted to this soil type although not as productive as the typical 

Miami Loam. 
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Administrative Structure 

The City of Fenton is a home rule City that has operated under the council-manager 

form of government since its incorporation in 1964. The Fenton City Council is 

comprised of the Mayor and six council members who are elected on an at-large 

basis. Council members serve four year staggered terms except for the Mayor, who 

is elected every two years. The City Manager and City Attorney are both appointed 

by, and serve at the pleasure of the City Council. There are no positions elected by 

the City’s population other than the City Council. In the council-manager form of 

government, the City Council is the legislative or policy-making arm of the City, while 

the City Manager is the chief administrative officer. 

The figure on the next page outlines the administrative structure as it relates to parks 

and recreation. In December 1965, the City of Fenton Parks and Recreation Board 

was established. This board is a recommending body to the City Council on matters 

related to parks and recreation. The board shall be made up of nine residents of the 

City. One member is a representative from the City Council and one is recommended 

by the Fenton School District. The members of the board are eligible to serve for two 

consecutive three-year terms. Terms of the board members are staggered to provide 

for a stable transition over the years. 

The duties of the Parks and Recreation Board, as defined in the Fenton Code of 

Ordinances, are two-fold in nature. The first is to conduct long-range planning aimed 

at “improving, maintaining, and supervising parks and recreational facilities in the 

City including the development of areas into parks and other recreational facilities”. 

The second is for operational activities which are stated as “planning, organizing and 

operation of cultural, athletic and recreational activities in the City and cooperation 

with other groups and individuals in carrying out these activities”. 

Another board involved in recreation planning, the Fenton Planning Commission, is a 

nine-member body responsible for all planning activities within the City. The 

commission makes recommendations to the Council on matters such as changes in 

zoning. 

The City’s Department of Public Works and Parks Department, both under the 

immediate direction of the Director of Public Works, are responsible for the operation 

and maintenance of all City recreational facilities. 

The Parks and Recreation Commission works through the City Council and the 

Planning Commission on recreational matters. These bodies are responsible for 

setting policy with regard to City-sponsored recreation facilities and programming. It 

is the City administration, under the leadership of the City Manager, which is primarily 

responsible for implementing these policies. 
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Volunteer involvement in the parks include the work of the Parks and Recreation 

Board, City’s Beautification Commission and local service clubs. The residents of 

Fenton are offered programs and activities primarily by the Southern Lakes Regional 

Recreation Authority. Additionally, there are a number of volunteer organizations that 

offer athletic programs to residents including soccer, flag football, and baseball; plus, 

activities offered by the community organizations such as the Kiwanis, Lions Club, 

and Rotary Club. 
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Funding is provided by the City Council through the City’s general fund.  Parks and 
Recreation Revenues and Expenditures are displayed on the next two pages. 
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Map 2 – Park/School Location Map 
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Parks and Recreation Inventory 

The City of Fenton is fortunate to have an abundance of park facilities scattered 

throughout the City ranging in size from 40 acres to less than one acre. The spatial 

distribution of parks within the City is such that the majority of residents are located 

within a 10-minute walk from a park or school facility. The City maintains nine parks, 

and a community center located in the downtown. There are also six school facilities 

within the City limits. The following is a list of these facilities: 

Parks 

 Bush Park 

 Conklin Park 

 Franklin D. Adams Park 

 Freedom Park 

 Millpond Park 

 O’Donnell Park 

 Rackham Park 

 Silver Lake Park 

 Strom Park 

Other Recreational Facilities/Attractions 

 Fenton Community Center at Rackham Park 

 Fenton Intermediate School Facility 

 Fenton Schools High School/Middle School Campus 

 North Road Elementary 

 Shiawassee Riverwalk 

 St. Johns Elementary 

 State Road Elementary 

 Tomek-Eastern Elementary 

 

Parks  

Table 4 is an inventory of the City’s parks. The park graphics, located within each 

park description, indicate the location and park boundary of sites. Data included in 

Table 4 is summarized and included in the following evaluation: 
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 Bush Park (Neighborhood Park).  Bush Park is one of the most heavily used 

parks in the City and encompasses about five acres of land. It is located behind 

the St. John Elementary School on North Adelaide Street and has the 

Shiawassee River running along the eastern edge of the site.  

 

Size: 5.5 acres of land; Shiawassee River runs through park 

Age Groups Served: All Ages 

Location: Centrally located in the City between Leroy and Adelaide Streets. 

Facilities: Large and small playscapes, two sand volleyball courts, swing 

sets, jungle gym, slides, merry-go-round, mini soccer goals, pavilion with 

grills and picnic tables and a gazebo. There is also a ball diamond associated 

with St. John’s Catholic Parrish, as well as basketball hoops belonging to St. 

Johns. The Shiawassee River meanders through the park with several places 

being shallow enough to wade, yet deep enough for a canoe/kayak. 

Accessibility: Accessibility ranking – 3. This park has barrier-free bathroom 

facilities located near Leroy Street. The playscape has barrier free, safe play 

material surrounding it. Other barrier free improvements are planned for 

this facility in the near future. 

DNR Recreation Grants: None awarded to date. 
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 Conklin Park (Passive Park). This one-acre park is located between the 

CNN/Grand Trunk Railroad and Silver Lake Road, east of US-23. The park 

contains a picnic area with a swing set and is one of the most heavily used 

parks in the City. The park is often used by residents of the City as well as 

travelers along US-23 because it is located just east of the Silver Lake Exit. 

Many visitors of this park enjoy stopping to eat lunch and picnic here. 

 

 
 

Size: 1 acre. 

Age Groups Served: All Ages. 

Location: Located at the northwest corner of the intersection of Silver Lake 

Road and Poplar Street. 

Facilities: Two picnic tables, two grills, and a swing set. 

Accessibility: Accessibility ranking – 1. This facility has no barrier free 

features other than sidewalk along the south edge of the property. 

DNR Recreation Grants: None awarded to date. 
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 Franklin D. Adams Park (Mini Park). This park is located off of South 

Long Lake Road at the north end of the City. This park is 1.5 acres.  

 

 
 

Size: 1.5 acres. 

Age Groups Served: All ages. 

Location: Situated on the southeast corner of the intersection of South Long 

Lake Road and Appletree Lane. 

Facilities: Swing set, half basketball court, benches and picnic tables, grills, 

small spring-action play equipment, and trash cans.  

Accessibility: Accessibility ranking – 2. This park has sidewalks with barrier-

free ramps along S. Long Lake Road, however, the remainder of the facility 

would not be considered barrier-free. 

DNR Recreation Grants: None awarded to date. 
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 Freedom Park (Passive Park). This small park is located between West 

Shiawassee and Elizabeth Streets.   

 

Size: 0.3 acres. 

Age Groups Served: All ages. 

Location: Located at the point of Shiawassee and Elizabeth Streets. 

Facilities: Gazebo and war memorials. 

Accessibility: Accessibility ranking – 2. This site has no parking however, 

the gazebo is accessible. 

DNR Recreation Grants: None awarded to date. 
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 Millpond Park (Mini Park). This park is located across from Fenton City Hall, 

on the north side of the Shiawassee River. This park is very popular throughout 

the year due to the river festivities and direct access to the Shiawassee 

Riverwalk. The gazebo is highly used for weddings, concerts, the Christmas 

tree display, and many other events throughout the year.  

 

Size: 2.3 acres. 

Age Groups Served: All ages. 

Location: Located along Leroy Street between E. Shiawassee Avenue and 

Ellen Street. 

Facilities: Picnic area, playscape, swing set, benches, gazebo, fishing 

area, and waterfall. 

Accessibility: Accessibility ranking – 2. North parking lot provides barrier-

free parking. 

DNR Recreation Grants: None awarded to date. 
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 O’Donnell Park (Passive Park). Located at the corner of Ellen and S. East 

Street overlooking the Millpond.  

 

Size: 0.6 acres. 

Age Groups Served: All ages. 

Location: Located on the southeast corner of Ellen and S. East Streets, 

bound on the south side by the Shiawassee River. 

Facilities: Park benches, riverwalk, and fishing platform. 

Accessibility: Accessibility ranking – 2. Riverwalk and deck are accessible, 

however, there is no accessible parking. 

DNR Recreation Grants: None awarded to date. 
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 Rackham Park (special use park). Rackham Park is named after the 

Rackham family because of their generous donations to the community. They 

donated this parcel of land and the Community Center to the City. It is a three-

acre strip of land located along the Shiawassee River, just west of the Fenton 

Community Center. The area is also part of the future Shiawassee Riverwalk 

system. 

 

Size: 3 acres. 

Age Groups Served: All ages. 

Location: Located along Leroy Street behind the Fenton Community 

Center. 

Facilities: Riverwalk, benches, tennis courts, and a bridge over the 

Shiawassee River. 

Accessibility: Accessibility ranking – 3. The majority of this park is 

accessible. 

DNR Recreation Grants: None awarded to date. 
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 Silver Lake Park (Community/Regional Park). This is a City-owned 

regional/metro park, which also serves as a local facility. It includes 300 feet 

of beach area with lifeguards, concessions, and badminton courts. There is an 

entrance fee into this park from Memorial Day to Labor Day. 

 

Size: 35.4 acres, including beach frontage on Silver Lake. 

Age Groups Served: All ages. 

Location: Located off of Jennings Road on the west side of the City. 

Facilities: Two pavilions, several grills, hiking trails, playground 

equipment, and a beach with a concession stand. 

Accessibility: Accessibility ranking – 3. Currently, the restrooms and 

concession stand are barrier-free. Future improvements could include 

paving all parking areas and adding sidewalk to the pavilions. 

DNR Recreation Grants: None awarded to date. 
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 Strom Park (Passive Park). Strom Park is a seven-tenths of an acre site 

located off of S. East Street, overlooking the Millpond. It is also slated as part 

of the Shiawassee Riverwalk system. 

 

Size: 0.7 acres. 

Age Groups Served: All ages. 

Location: Located along S. East Street on the southern bank of the 

Shiawassee River. 

Facilities: Small covered picnic area, river trail wayfinding sign, and a 

small boat launch. 

Accessibility: Accessibility ranking – 2. Barrier-free improvements could 

be made to this facility including paving the parking lot, as well as adding 

a barrier-free canoe/kayak launch. 

DNR Recreation Grants: None awarded to date. 
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Other Fenton Recreational Facilities/Attractions 

 Fenton Community Center. This building is located on approximately 3.3 acres 

in the center of town, and is host to a variety of uses. The Center is owned by 

the City, but is partially funded by the Rackham Foundation. The Rackham 

Foundation was set up by Horace Rackham and is now run by the Regents of 

the University of Michigan – Ann Arbor. The foundation is a perpetual 

endowment fund which is responsible for half of the Center’s income. Residents 

and groups are able to rent the Community Center for many different purposes 

including art and craft shows, receptions, luncheons, etc.  

 

 Fenton High School and Middle School Campus. The largest of the three 

community parks, with over 116 acres of land, this site has some of the 

features of a typical community park. It contains multi-purpose practice fields, 

tennis courts, and track and field facilities. While it lacks the play equipment, 

hiking trails, picnic areas, and other things found in a typical community park, 

it does serve specific recreational needs of the community. This school is 

located on the same campus with the high school. The new middle school adds 

new baseball diamonds, multi-purpose practice fields, and an indoor 

gymnasium to the list of school district facilities. 

Size: 116.1 acres 

Age Groups Served: Predominantly youth 

Location: Located on Owen Road just east of US-23 

Facilities: Several ball diamonds, a football field, a walking/running track, 

2 gyms, soccer fields, and open space 

 

 Fenton Intermediate School. This school site, like the high school, has high-

intensity recreational facilities, including: a football field, soccer goals, and one 

baseball diamond. The school property covers only 15.7 acres and lacks the 

play equipment, hiking trails, picnic areas, and many other facilities found in 

community parks. 

Size: 15 acres. 

Age Groups Served: Predominantly K-12. 

Location: Located on Ellen Street between Adelaide and West Street. 

Facilities: Playground, ball diamond, 2 gyms, and a large grassy field. 

 

 North Road Elementary: Considered one of the larger parks in Fenton, North 

Road Elementary is located between North Road and Wood Street. 

Size: 10 acres. 

Age Groups Served: Predominantly youth. 
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Location: Located off North Road within a dense residential area. 

Facilities: Gymnasium, playground, basketball hoops, ball diamond, and 

soccer fields. 

 

 St. John Elementary. This parochial school site is located on Lincoln Street just 

west of Bush Park. It should be noted that this area is intended for the use of 

the school children and is not necessarily a public park; although the church 

keeps it open for public use. 

Size: 12 acres. 

Age Groups Served: Predominantly youth. 

Location: Located off of Adelaide in a dense residential area and adjacent 

to Bush Park. 

Facilities: Gymnasium, playground, basketball hoops, and a ball diamond. 

 

 State Road Elementary: This school is located on State Road, at the 

southernmost end of the City. This site has good access for children from the 

school as well as from the adjacent parking lot. 

Size: 13.2 acres. 

Age Groups Served: Predominantly youth. 

Location: Located off of State Road in a residential area.  

Facilities: Gymnasium, large playscape, basketball hoops, ball diamond, 

and large grass field with soccer goal posts. 

 

 Tomek-Eastern Elementary. This school site is approximately 15.5 acres 

located on the east side of the City. 

Size: 15.5 acres. 

Age Groups Served: Predominantly youth. 

Location: Located off of 3rd, 4th, and 5th Streets within a dense residential 

neighborhood. 

Facilities: Gymnasium, playground, basketball hoops, ball diamond, and 

large grass field. 

 

 Shiawassee Riverwalk. The riverwalk spans O’Donnell, Millpond, and Rackham 

Parks and was funded under MDNR Grant #88-160. The grant was to acquire 

the land connecting the parks and the land is still in use as the walkway. 
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Regional Parks and Facilities Inventory 

Regional recreation areas are large facilities serving people within a broad geographic 

area. For the purpose of the Fenton Recreation Master Plan, the region has been 

defined as the area within a one-hour drive radius of the City of Fenton. This includes 

facilities with a large area having unique features and activities that will attract people 

from a broad geographic area. The size and type of facilities vary, but in general 

these facilities are 200 acres or more in size. 

Within the Fenton region there are four types of park ownership and authority. There 

are private, county, state, and metropolitan parks. Privately owned parks include 

most of the golf courses, downhill ski facilities, and some campgrounds within the 

region. County and state areas include municipal golf courses, fairgrounds, state 

parks, and state recreation areas. 

Regional facilities have been outlined in the following Tables. These tables show the 

distance from Fenton, acreage, and type of activities available at each facility. There 

are additional specific use facilities that, due to their size or the nature of their 

facilities, were not included. Note however, there are two Oakland County parks in 

the area, (Groveland Oaks and Independence Oaks County Campground), which are 

identified in Table 5. 

Fenton has a number of regional facilities within a small radius. Such facilities as Bald 

Mountain Recreation Area that offer a variety of activities spanning from group 

camping to a shooting range. Other facilities in the area are Pontiac Lake, Seven 

Lakes, Holly, and Brighton Recreation Areas. Regional recreational facilities have 

been grouped according to their similar features. These facilities include: parks, 

including State and County parks; campgrounds; golf courses; cross-country trails; 

and downhill ski areas. While the ownership and operation of these facilities can be 

either public or private, they are all open to the public. These facilities can be viewed 

in Tables 6-9. 
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Table 6: Existing Regional Golf 
Courses  

Name and Location 
Number of 

Holes 
Banquet 
Facilities 

Food 
Service 

0 to 5 mile radius       
Fenton Farms - Fenton Twp. 18 X X 
The Preserve - Tyrone Township 18 X X 
Tyrone Hills - Tyrone Twp. 18 X X 
6 to 10 mile radius       
Dunham Hills - Milford 18  
Goodrich - Goodrich 18 X X 
Grand Blanc - Grand Blanc 27 X X 
Heather Highlands - Holly 18 X X 
Majestic - Hartland 27 X 
Seifert's-Golf - Grand Blanc 9  
Springfield Oaks - Davisburg 18  
11 to 15 mile radius       
Bogie Lake - Union Lake 18 X X 
Dama Farms - Howell 18  
Faulkwood Shores - Howell 18 X X 
Genesee Valley - Swartz Creek 18  
Hartland Glen - Hartland 18  
Highland Hills - Highland 18  
Ironwood - Howell 9  
Loch Lomond - Flint 9 X X 
Southmoor - Burton 18  
Spring Lake - Clarkston 18  
Flint Golf Club - Flint 18 X X 
St. Andrews - Pontiac DR  
Swartz Creek Municipal - Flint 18  
White Lake Oaks - Pontiac 18 X X 
Willow Brook - Byron 18  
Woodland - Brighton 18 X X 
16 to 20 mile radius       
Oak Point Country Club - Brighton 36 X X 
Clarkston - Clarkston 9  
Davison Road - Burton DR  
El Dorado - Pontiac 9  
Glenlore Milford 18  
Harley's - Union Lake 27  
Hickory Hills - Wixom 9  
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Kearsley Lake Municipal - Flint 18  
Kensington Metro - Milford 18  
Links at Pinewood - Walled Lake 18 X X 
Mott Municipal - Flint 9  
Paint Creek - Lake Orion 18 X X 
Pierce Park Municipal - Flint 18  
Pine Knob - Clarkston 18 X X 
Pontiac - Pontiac 18 X X 
River Forest - Flint 9  
Silver Lake - Pontiac 9 X X 
21 to 25 mile radius       
Arrowhead - Pontiac 27 X X 
Bald Mountain - Lake Orion 18  
Beechwood Greens - Mt. Morris 9  
Bon-O-Link - Novi 18  
Carls Golfland - Bloomfield Hills DR  

Unable to verify facilities 
DR-Driving Range  

 

A complete listing of regional ski facilities is below in Table 7. 

Table 7: Regional Ski Facilities, City of Fenton   

  
Ski 

Rental Lessons 
Shelter/ 

Lodge Concessions 
Cross-Country Ski         

Heavner Cross-Country Ski  
Area, Milford X X X X 
Independence Oaks, Clarkston X X X X 
Addison Oaks X X X X 
Downhill Ski         
Mt. Holly, Holly X X X X 
Alpine Valley, Milford X X X X 
Mt. Brighton, Brighton X X X X 
Pine Knob Ski Resort, Clarkston X X X X 
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Regional Boating, Fishing and Swimming Inventory 

There are three major lakes in the Fenton area, two of which are partially within the 
City boundaries. They are Lake Fenton, Lake Ponemah, and Silver Lake. There are 
predominantly seven species of fish within these lakes. The former District Fisheries 
Biologist for the Fenton area, Mr. Gary Towns, speaks very positively about the lakes. 
He indicated that Lake Fenton is one of the clearest lakes that he has ever surveyed. 
He also mentioned that the area lakes provide a quality habitat for the fish including 
bluegill, crappie, bullhead, northern pike, perch, walleye, and small and large mouth 
bass can be found in the area lakes. Area lakes are listed in Table 8 below. 

Table 8: Area Lakes with 
Recreational Opportunities   

Lake 
Size 

(Acres) 
Max. 

Depth 
% 

Developed Water Sports Access 
Barnum Lake 22 60' 60% Fishing, Swimming Private 

Bennett Lake 150 125' 95% 
Fishing, Swimming, 
Boating Private 

Byram Lake 132 50' 85% Swimming Private 

Lake Copneconic 110 50' 10% 
Fishing, Swimming, 
Boating Private 

Crane Lake 39 20' 80% None Private 

Crooked Lake 60 6' 70% 
Fishing, Swimming, 
Pontoon Boating Private 

Hoisington Lake 125 62' 10% None Private 

Lake Fenton 845 92' 95% 
Fishing, Swimming, 
Boating Public 

Lobdell Lake 545 78' 85% 
Fishing, Swimming, 
Boating Public 

Loon Lake 142 70' 50% 
Fishing, Swimming, 
Boating Private 

Pine Lake 132 32' 65% None Private 

Lake Ponemah 350 75' 60% 
Camping, Swimming, 
Boating, Fishing Public 

Runyan Lake 160 70' 100% None Private 
Lake Shannon 262 25' n/a None Private 

Silver Lake 330 95' 95% 
Fishing, Swimming, 
Boating Public 

Squaw Lake 70 50' 95% 
Fishing, Swimming, 
Boating Private 
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Private Recreation Facilities Inventory 

While generally not included within the spectrum of open-access, public recreation 
facilities, an inventory of private facilities helps to identify acute needs, and those 
which are being at least partially met through private means. Table 9 below provides 
a brief rundown of Fenton area private recreation facilities. 

Table 9: Private Recreation Facilities, Fenton Metro Area 2017 

  Address Activities 
Camp Copneconic YMCA 10407 Fenton Road Camp 
Fenton School of Dance 112 E. Ellen St. Dance School 
Uncle Ray’s Mini Golf 1462 N. Leroy St. Mini Golf Course 
Dauner Nature Preserve Dauner Road Nature Preserve 
Spring Meadows Country Club 1129 Ripley Road, Linden Private Golf and Pool 
Balloon Quest 2470 Grange Hall Road Hot Air Balloon Rides 
Michigan Balloon Corp. 958 Maple, Holly Hot Air Balloon Rides 
Capt. Phogg Enterprises, LTD 14165 Fenton Road Hot Air Balloon Rides 
Waldenwoods Resort 2975 Old US 23, Hartland Family Resort 
Premier Indoor Sports 14261 Torrey Road Soccer, Flag Football 

 

Programming Inventory  

The residents of Fenton are offered programs and activities primarily by the Southern 
Lakes Regional Recreation Authority. Additionally, there are a number of volunteer 
organizations that offer athletic programs to residents including soccer, flag football, 
and baseball; plus, activities offered by the community organizations such as the 
Kiwanis, Lions Club, and Rotary Club. 

Southern Lakes Regional Metropolitan Parks and Recreation District (herein known 
as Southern Lakes), inclusive of the City of Fenton, Fenton Township and the City of 
Linden, is an organization charged to operate and provide recreational programming 
opportunities for community members.  Founded in November 2000 by a vote of the 
people of Linden, Fenton and Fenton Township (under the Metropolitan District Act, 
PA 312), Southern Lakes continues to provide oversight over all recreational 
programming in southern Genesee County.  Residents from Fenton Township, 
Argentine Township, Tyrone Township, Mundy Township, the cities of Linden and 
Fenton take advantage of the programs offered by the regional recreation service 
provider.  Along with recreational opportunities for the youth, Southern Lakes also 
provides oversight and management for the Linden Farmer’s Market and the Fenton 
Farmer’s Market; which has been a tremendous success in both communities.   
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Southern Lakes Recreational Programs: 

Numerous recreational programming is offered and available to residents of the 

surrounding communities in southern Genesee County through Southern Lakes.  The 
program year runs year-round and programs are constantly occurring that benefit 
the stakeholders in the community. These events are broken down into Youth 

Sports, Youth Fine Arts, Adult Sports, Leisure and Special Events.  Sign up and 
registration for programs is handled both online at the website for Southern Lakes 

and also in-person at the Southern Lakes office at the Fenton Train Depot. Although 
programs are held in buildings in Fenton, Fenton Township and Linden, they are 
open to all residents of southern Genesee County including Tyrone Township, 

Argentine Township and Mundy Township. 
 

Youth Sports: 

During the school year and into the summer months, Southern Lakes continues to 
provide equipment, management and oversight of all recreational programs for 
Southern Genesee County.  In the previous year, over 4,000 participants were 

registered in 855 program sessions. The following is a summarized list of some of 
the recreational activities that are offered through Southern Lakes. 

 

 Baseball 

 Basketball 

 Baton Twirling 

 Cheerleading 

 Football 

 Golf 

 Gymnastics 

 Martial Arts 

 Soccer 

 Swimming 

 Tennis 

 Volleyball 

 Wrestling 

 

Youth Fine Arts: 

Southern Lakes offers fine arts programs to children ranging from preschool age 
though teenage years including dance and music. 

 
Youth Special Events: 

The special event programs offered through Southern Lakes for youth include: 

 Girl’s Night Out 

 Mother/Son Dance 

 Kid to Kid Sale 

 Touch – A – Truck 

 Fall Festival 

 AAU Volleyball 
Tournaments 

 Gymnastics Invitational 

 Dance Recital 

 USA Swim Meet
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Adult Sports: 

Adult recreational opportunities are also made available to the residents in the 

townships and the cities.  These programs are housed in the local schools but also 
in township parks and other locations in Fenton Township, Linden and Fenton.  In 
the previous year, over 734 participants were registered in 150 program sessions.  

These programs include: 
 

 Fitness 
 Golf 
 Kayaking 
 Martial Arts 

 Softball 

 Table Tennis 
 Volleyball 

 Water Fitness 

 

Adult Special Events: 

Programs designed to provide additional recreational and engagement programs 
for adults serviced by Southern Lakes. 

 

 Ladies Night Out  
 Mom to Mom Sale 

 
Leisure: 

These programs are designed to provide continuing education, teach new skills and 
are just for fun.  The following is a summarized list of leisure programs under the 
supervision of Southern Lakes: 

 

 Book Club 
 Computers 

 Dance 
 Financial 
 Health 

 Music 
 Pet Classes 

 Safety 

 

Special Events: 

Other recreational programming offered by Southern Lakes includes driver’s 
education programs, summer festivals and programs, Farmer’s Markets, and 

“Back to the Bricks”. 

 
Driver’s Education – Southern Lakes offers driver’s training programs 
(Segment I and Segment II).  For a fee, students are able to take drivers 
training during the year through a partnership with Vic Canever Chevrolet that 
provides the cars. 
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Farmer’s Markets – In 2005, Southern Lakes was offered the opportunity 
to oversee and manage the Fenton Farmer’s Market.  Since then, the market 
has expanded and brought countless individuals to participate in the market.   
With the success provided through Southern Lakes, in 2009, the Linden 
Farmer’s Market was opened with similar success.  Wanting to duplicate the 
success in Fenton Township, Southern Lakes started the Fenton Township 
Farmer’s Market.  As of 2014, Southern Lakes operates three farmer’s 
markets in three locations in Southern Genesee County.  The success of these 
markets is attributed to a good working relationship between Southern Lakes 
and the vendors that provide them ample opportunities for expansion and 
support. 

 

Back to the Bricks – Started in 2005, Back to the Bricks has brought 
hundreds of thousands of people to Genesee County over a week-long car 
exhibit.   The cities of Fenton and Linden are both involved with the “Tune-
Up” parties that occur during the Back to the Bricks week.  During those 
times, cars are made available for display and numerous vendors are present.  
Since the adoption of Fenton and Linden in 2011 as sites for the “Tune-Up” 
party, Southern Lakes has been instrumental in overseeing the coordination 
and implementation of the festivities.  These Tune-Ups have brought an 
estimated 10,000 visitors to the area for these events. 

 

Summer Festivals – Southern Lakes also works with the local municipalities 
to bring the summer concert series to Fenton through “Fiddling in Fenton” in 
September and the Fenton “Concert in the Park”; also in Linden with “Music by 
the Mill”.  These programs help promote Southern Lakes as well as providing 
opportunities for residents to participate in various programming during the 
summer months. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





City of Fenton Parks
F E N TON
M I C H I G A N

CHAPTER 4 | Basis for Action Plan  
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Basis for Action 

Planning Method 

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) has adopted a set of 

standards, to determine the need for recreation facilities in each community. These 

standards are based upon those developed by the National Parks and Recreation 

Association. They are used to establish: (1) the specific recreation activity, such as 

tennis courts or softball fields, that should be available based upon the population of 

the community; and (2) the “service areas”, or number and type of parks that should 

be available to residents within a certain distance of their homes. Each of these 

standards will be applied to the existing inventory of Fenton recreation facilities to 

determine if there are any deficiencies present. The results of this analysis will then 

be incorporated into the Action Plan that will follow. 

Specific Recreation Activities 

The MDNR standards mentioned above are incorporated into Table 10. These 

standards set forth guidelines for communities to follow when creating recreational 

facilities. Their purpose is to ensure that all residents’ needs are met as adequately 

as possible. It is the City’s responsibility to meet these needs as efficiently as 

practical, while understanding that these are guidelines; not rules that must be 

followed blindly. One must also keep in mind that these standards are City-wide and 

do not reflect locational deficiencies that will be addressed later in this section. The 

City must also take into consideration the characteristics of its community and the 

availability of nearby regional facilities before determining whether a facility will be 

provided. 

The majority of current recreation facilities are located on school district properties. 

This could potentially limit the opportunities for those who do not feel comfortable in 

a school setting. Based upon the standards, the greatest need for facilities currently, 

is for additional recreation fields and courts that can be utilized for multiple purposes. 

Driving ranges and golf courses also appeared as a deficiency, however, Table 6 

included in this document provides an extensive list of nearby golf courses for 

residents. Owning and operating a golf course is a costly and oftentimes risky 

business venture for a community and is not often recommended particularly when 

there is an abundant supply of affordable facilities in the area. The City may want to 

consider adding facilities such as basketball courts, ballfields, and soccer fields on 

City property because the majority of the demand is currently being met by school 

facilities. 
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NRPA 
Recommended 
Facilities 

City of 
Fenton 
Facilities  

School 
District 
Facilities  

Total 
Facilities  

Surplus 
(Deficiency) 

Basketball 1/5,000 3 18 21 0 

Tennis Courts 1/2,000 8 0 8 0 

Volleyball Courts 1/5,000 4 0 4 0 

General Hard Court 
Space 

1/10,000 0 0 0 (2) 

Baseball/Softball Fields 1/5,000 3 13 16 0 

Football Fields 1/20,000 0 1 1 0 

Soccer 1/10,000 2 8 10 0 

Swimming Pool 1/20,000 0 1 1 0 

Ice Hockey 1/100,000 0 0 0 0 

Running Track 1/20,000 0 2 2 0 

 

Analysis of Service Areas 

The City maintains many different types and sizes of parks within its boundaries. 

Each plays an important role in meeting the recreation needs of the residents in 

Fenton. Recreation service areas, as they are called, are directly related to whether 

the park is a mini-park, a neighborhood park, or a community park. Each is intended 

to serve a specific portion of the population based upon distance from the park. 

Regional parks are also important but for the purpose of providing facilities within 

the City, are not included in the analysis. 

As shown on Map 3 on the next sheet, the service area boundaries for both mini and 

neighborhood parks cover most of the City of Fenton.  
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        Map 3- Park Service Areas 
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Service Area Deficiencies 

Geographic 

According to Map 3 on previous sheet, the far northeast corner of the City is not 

properly served by a neighborhood park. Franklin D. Adams Park is located in the 

northernmost central area of the City, but this facility cannot presently support the 

needs of the growing population of this area. Improvements to this park will help 

alleviate the need for a mini-park in that area of the City.  Tomek Eastern Elementary 

School is also considered in the service area for neighborhood parks but does not 

qualify as a mini park. 

Another area that is currently underserved by both mini-parks and neighborhood 

parks, is the western side of the City, including areas adjacent to US-23 and Silver 

Lake Road. This is the largest area in the City that is underserved by neighborhood 

and mini-parks. It is, however, relatively close to two community facilities: Silver 

Lake Park and Fenton High School. The High School lacks facilities such as play 

equipment and picnic areas, and other typical amenities found in neighborhood parks. 

Silver Lake Park contains all of these facilities, but does not provide the same 

accessibility as a neighborhood park. Since it is a waterfront recreation area, there 

are gates to monitor and control access to the park. These drawbacks prevent the 

High School and Silver Lake Park from acting as neighborhood parks for the western 

side of the City.  

The western side of Fenton, and the northeast section contain large tracts of open 

land. In the past ten years, a considerable amount of this land has been developed 

or proposed for development for residential use. This trend has slowed substantially, 

but development is expected in the future, so the lack of existing recreation facilities 

in these locations takes on even greater importance. 

A third area shown to be underserviced by mini and neighborhood parks is the 

southeast corner of the City. This area is relatively small in size and a large portion 

is covered by the Millpond. As a result, the amount of future development that can 

occur here is limited. So while providing proper facilities for all areas of the City is a 

priority, this location is less critical than those already mentioned. 

In all, the City of Fenton has only two mini-parks. This leaves the majority of the City 

underserviced by these type of facilities. Yet neighborhood parks can, and currently 

do, help to fill this void. Mini-parks are intended to accommodate primarily younger 

children and senior citizens. By providing improvements at the neighborhood parks 

for these two age groups, the need for additional mini-parks is lessened. This cannot 

be accomplished at school facilities, however, so there will still be areas of the City 

where the creation of new park land is necessary. 
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Programming 

The City of Fenton offers a great deal of recreational programs all sponsored by a 

variety of different groups and community organizations. Some of the major 

contributors are as follows: 

 Southern Lakes Regional Recreation Authority – Organizes and sponsors 

activities such as sports and classes for all age groups within the region. 

 Fenton Chamber of Commerce – Sponsors the Fenton Business Expo to let 

different companies display their products or services. 

 Lions Club – Sponsors the white cane sales, money raffle and chicken 

barbecue, all to help the community improve their facilities and to aid the 

underprivileged. 

 Rotary Club – Organizes and sponsors the rubber ducky regatta, seniors’ 

picnic, the Christmas tree walk, and many other events in the community. 

 Kiwanis Club – Puts on a pancake breakfast, a child safety day, and a murder 

mystery dinner as well as other community activities. 

 St. John’s Catholic Church – Sponsors the St. John’s Apple Fest in the fall. 

 River Clean-up Committee – Organizes the clean-up of the Shiawassee River; 

they are in their 28th year of this event. 

Aside from these major contributors to community activities that are countless other 

groups that sponsor activities throughout the year. The City of Fenton contracts with 

Southern Lakes for extensive recreational programming, ranging from concerts in the 

park, community-wide festivals, to craft shows. The City has only a few gaps in their 

programming calendar, in which improvements can be made. These gaps are mid-

January to February, mid-March to the last week in April, and mid-October to mid-

November. By far the largest setback for community activities is the lack of 

advertisement and the fact that it is not organized and controlled by one organization. 

Park Facilities 

When preparing the Plan, it was determined that much of the play equipment in the 

City of Fenton parks was generally old and obsolete. Most of the pieces were from an 

earlier period and not designed with safety in mind. Few, if any, had resilient surfaces 

underneath them and could be dangerous for children to play on. Since that time, 

the City has continued to upgrade this equipment and improve the safety of their 

parks. While all the equipment has had some sort of resilient surface installed since 

2003, not all the equipment meets current standards yet. Standards that must 

continue to be considered are the Consumer Product Safety Commission for play 

equipment and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements for 

accessibility. 
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The Fenton School District has made progress in updating the play equipment and 

providing resilient surfacing at their school sites. They also leave the facilities open 

during non-school hours, so the playgrounds can serve as neighborhood parks. This 

adds a great deal to the recreation system in Fenton. 

It was also determined that there is a strong need for connectivity throughout the 

parks and the park system.  This connectivity includes both land and water trails. 

Recreation trends as shown in the National Sporting Goods Association (NSGA) 

national survey that measures activities by participation and percent change from 

the previous survey show that persons seven years and older who have participated 

in an activity more than once a year have participated in: 

 Exercise walking 

 Exercising with equipment 

 Swimming 

 Camping 

 Bowling 

In terms of change from 2013-2015, the top six fastest growing sports were: 

 Lacrosse up 80% 

 Soccer up 56% 

 Kayaking/Canoeing up 56% 

 Mountain biking up 48% 

 Walking/jogging up 43% 
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Action Plan 

The Action Plan outlines the direction that the Fenton Community would like to take 
over the next five years in order to maintain and improve recreation opportunities 
within the community.  As it was described in the Basis for Action Section, a 
community must base recreation improvement and service decisions on recreational 
trends, national standards, existing facilities, community opinion, and the City’s land 
and fiscal capabilities. 

Goals and Objectives 

Goals and objectives were developed to assist in providing direction to the Parks and 
Recreation Board, City Council, and City Staff.  Goals statements describe how the 
Board views its own future.  These statements are long-term and meet the following: 

 Providing guidance without too much detail; 
 Be realistic and achievable; 
 Inspire people to action. 

The following Goals were developed by discussing new issues the community is 
facing, as well as input from the public workshops.  They are listed in no particular 
order of importance or priority. 

1. Support and enhance a more livable community through walkability that will 
lead to whole, happy, and healthy lives. 

2. Develop and promote active outdoor recreational opportunities. 
3. Increase the awareness of, and accessibility to the lakes, rivers and other 

natural features in Fenton. Appendix B depicts the support language and a 
map of the Shiawassee River Heritage Water Trail. 

4. Develop and promote park resources and amenities that progress the City’s 
sense of place. 

5. Increase accessibility to and within all City recreational facilities. 

Based on these goals the following Objectives through a project list were 
developed 

1. Non-Motorized Trails (Supports Goals 1, 2, and 5): 
a. Extend Riverwalk Trail: 

i. Extend Riverwalk from Rackham Park along sanitary line 
easement to S. Long Lake Road: 

1. Phase 1 
a. Rackham Park to Bush Park extension including a 

pedestrian tunnel under railroad tracks. 
2. Phase 2 

a. Bush Park to S. Long Lake Road and Torrey Road. 
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3. Phase 3 
a. Extend trail south on Torrey Road to North Road 

and north on Torrey Road to City Limits. 
b. Extend trail east along North Road to Poplar Street 

where a newly constructed sidewalk will connect 
into existing trailway on Silver Lake Road (Already 
sidewalk on North Road, south side to Poplar 
Sreet). 

b. Update existing Riverwalk Trailway (Supports Goals 1, 2, and 5): 
i. Trail repairs along Riverwalk between O’Donnell Park and 

Rackham Park including the removal of the brick pavers, 
replaced with decorative concrete.  

ii. Trail repairs and realignment within Rackham Park including the 
construction of an ADA accessible bridge over the Shiawassee 
River. 

iii. Pedestrian lighting (i.e. bollards, site up-lighting) from O’Donnell 
Park through Millpond Park and ending at north end of Rackham 
Park. 

iv. Exercise stations from O’Donnell Park through Millpond Park and 
ending near north end of Rackham Park. 

c. Signage (directional/educational) to unify existing Riverwalk along the 
loop.   

d. Support the Linden, Argentine, Fenton, and Fenton Township Multi-Use 
Recreational Pathway. (Appendix C) 
 

2. Waterway Trail (Supports Goals 2, 3 and 4): 
a. Trail designation signage along water trail similar to National 

Waterway Trails. 
b. Take out/put in station above and below the Millpond Dam that is ADA 

compliant. 
c. Clearing strategic bank areas for visual access. 
d. Riverbank stabilization from Millpond dam to Caroline Sreet, and also 

through Bush Park. 
e. Support the creation of National Waterway Trail designation for the 

Shiawassee River. 
 

3. Park Improvements (Supports all Goals): 
a. Millpond Park: 

i. Create restroom facilities. 
ii. Create kayak lockers.  
iii. Replace existing playground equipment with an inclusive 

alternative. 
b. O’Donnell Park: 

i. Create a trailhead at O’Donnell Park. 
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1. Extend trail east from O’Donnell Park to existing sidewalk 
system. 

2. Develop an entry road parking lot off of East Ellen Street. 
3. Provide water fountains, and bicycle racks and benches. 
4. Create a safe non-motorized connection into Strom Park 

when bridge is replaced along S. East Street.  
c. Strom Park:  

i. Parking lot improvements. 
ii. Boat launch improvements. 
iii. Develop restroom facilities. 
iv. Create picnic area. 

d. Rackham Park 
i. Re-establish rain garden area outside of the Fenton Community 

Center along trail. 
ii. Relocate sidewalk that cuts across back to the foot bridge. 
iii. Create a Master Plan to discern potential program elements, 

specifically picnic areas, seating, ice rink, or children’s water 
feature at this site. 

e. Temporary Projects: 
i. Art installations along trail 

f. Bush Park 
i. Construct restrooms on west side of river near pavilion/play 

structure. 
ii. Improve existing restrooms on east side of river. 
iii. Upgrade/improvements to sand volleyball area. 
iv. Pave west side parking lot. 
v. Improve/repair existing pavilion and add second pavilion. 
vi. Install security cameras. 
vii. Upgrade playground equipment to ADA compliant. 

g. Silver Lake Park 
i. Construct restrooms near ballfields and east pavilion. 
ii. Expand/improve parking areas. 
iii. Install a fence around entire property. 
iv. Expand on the disc golf course. 
v. Install security cameras. 

h. Freedom Park 
i. Monument Park/Veteran’s Park Improvements. 
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Capital Improvement Schedule 

Potential capital improvements for this recreation plan have been established not only 

to provide a guide and foundation for decision makers, but also to enable the City to 

apply for grants.  This schedule is not a fixed element and is not all inclusive or 

exclusive. The schedule should be considered in close conjunction with the goals and 

objectives of the plan. 

Table 11: Five-Year Capital Improvement Plan 

*Project specifics are detailed out in the Action Plan Outline 

Year 1: 

2017/2018 
Capital Improvement  Estimated Cost 

 Trail repairs along Riverwalk (1.b.i.)* $56,500 

 Riverwalk signage (1.c.)* $7,000 

 National Waterway Trail signage (2.a.)* $7,000 

 Security cameras in designated parks $10,500 

 Begin fundraising efforts for Freedom 

Park Improvements 

N/A 

 Support National Waterway Trail 

designation 

N/A 

 Support LAFF N/A 

 Year 1 (2017/2018) TOTAL $81,000 

Year 2: 

2018/2019 
Capital Improvement  Estimated Cost 

 Realignment of Riverwalk in Rackham 

(1.b.ii.)* 

$220,000 

 Riverwalk Trail lighting (1.b.iii.)* $498,000 

 Exercise stations along Riverwalk 

Trailway 

$175,000 

 Riverwalk Master Planning $32,000 
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 Clear areas along the Shiawassee River 
shoreline 

$15,000 

 Construct two (2) ADA compliant 
kayak/canoe launches at Millpond Dam  

$55,000 

 Millpond Park Improvements (3.a.i.-iii.)* $320,000 

 Expand disc golf at Silver Lake Park $4,000 

 Master Plan for Rackham Park 
Improvements 

$9,000 

 Support National Waterway Trail 
designation 

N/A 

 Support LAFF N/A 

 Year 2 (2018/2019) TOTAL $1,328,000 

Year 3: 
2019/2020 

Capital Improvement  Estimated Cost 

 Freedom Park Improvements (7.a)* $382,000 

 River bank stabilization (2.d.)* $18,000 

 Bush Park playground equipment (5.g.)* $450,000 

 Support National Waterway Trail 
designation 

N/A 

 Support LAFF N/A 

 Year 3 (2019/2020) TOTAL $850,000 

Year 4: 
2020/2021 

Capital Improvement Estimated Cost 

 Phase 1 Riverwalk Trail extension to Bush 
Park (1.a.i.1.)* 

$1,282,000 

 Strom Park improvements (3.c.i.-iv.)* $585,000 

 Silver Lake Park improvements (6.a.-c.)* $410,000 

 Rackham Park Improvements (3.d.)* $154,000 
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 Support National Waterway Trail 
designation 

N/A 

 Support LAFF N/A 

 Year 4 (2021/2022) TOTAL $2,431,000 

Year 5: 2021/2022 Capital Improvement Estimated Cost 

 Trail repairs and realignment of 
Riverwalk (bridge and angled sidewalk 
portion (1.b.ii.)* 

$520,000 

 Phase 2 Riverwalk Trail extension 
(1.a.i.2.)* 

$670,000 

 Phase 3 Riverwalk Trail extension 
(1.a.i.3.)* 

$345,500 

 O’Donnell Park Improvements (3.b)* $275,000 

 Bush Park Improvements (5.a.-e.)* $405,000 

 Art displays along Riverwalk $12,000 

 Support National Waterway Trail 
designation 

N/A 

 Support LAFF N/A 

 Year 5 (2021/2022) TOTAL $2,227,500 

  

Years 1 – 5 TOTAL

 

$6,917,500 

   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

54 | P a g e  
 

 A 2017-2022 PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN                                                               FENTON 

Funding Opportunities 

 
Potential funding sources from outside entities for recreation, non-motorized, and 

environmental restoration projects change and evolve on a regular basis. 

Understanding available funding programs, their requirements and deadlines requires 

continuous monitoring. A few of the more common funding sources have been 

detailed here as a reference and resource. These are in addition to traditional funding 

methods such as the general fund, millages, bonds, DDA’s, etc. 

 Transportation Enhancement Funds  

Transportation Enhancements through the Michigan Department of Transportation 

activities are federally funded, community-based projects that expand travel choices 

and enhance the transportation experience by improving the cultural, historic, 

aesthetic and environmental aspects of the transportation infrastructure. To be 

eligible, a project must fall into one of the enhancement activities and relate to 

surface transportation. Activities that relate to the implementation of this Master Plan 

include: 

Provision of facilities for pedestrians and bicycles including new or reconstructed 

sidewalks, walkways, curb ramps, bike lane striping, wide paved shoulders, bike 

parking, bus racks, off-road trails, bike and pedestrian bridges and underpasses.   

Provision of safety and educational activities for pedestrians and bicyclists.  

Programs designed to encourage walking and bicycling by providing potential users 

with education and safety instruction through classes, pamphlets and signage. 

Preservation of abandoned railway corridors (including the conversion and use 

thereof for pedestrian and bicycle trails). 

Acquiring railroad rights-of-way; planning, designing and constructing multi-use 

trails; developing rail-with-trail projects; purchasing unused railroad property for 

reuse. 

 Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund  

The MNRTF provides funding for both the purchase of land (or interests in land) for 

recreation or protection of land because of its environmental importance or scenic 

beauty and the appropriate development of land for public outdoor recreation use. 

Goals of the program are to: 1) protect Michigan’s natural resources and provide for 

their access, public use and enjoyment; 2) provide public access to Michigan’s water 

bodies, particularly the Great Lakes, and facilitate their recreation use; 3) meet 

regional, county and community needs for outdoor recreation opportunities; 4) 

improve the opportunities for outdoor recreation in Michigan’s urban areas; and, 5) 
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stimulate Michigan’s economy through recreation-related tourism and community 

revitalization. 

Any individual, group, organization, or unit of government may submit a land 

acquisition proposal. However, only state and local units of government can submit 

development proposals. All proposals for grants must include a local match of at least 

25% of the total project cost. There is no minimum or maximum for acquisition 

projects. For development projects, the minimum funding request is $15,000 and the 

maximum is $300,000. Applications are due in April and August for acquisition 

projects and April (only) for development projects. 

 Land and Water Conservation Fund 

The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) is a federal appropriation to the 

National Park Service who distributes funds to the Michigan Department of Natural 

Resources for development of outdoor recreation facilities. The focus in recent years 

has been on trailway systems and other community recreation needs such as 

playgrounds, picnic areas, skate parks, ballfields, soccer fields and walking paths. 

Minimum grant requests were $30,000 and maximum grant requests were $75,000. 

The match percentage must be 50% of the total project cost. Applications are 

typically due in June or July. 

 Bikes Belong 

The Bikes Belong Coalition is sponsored by members of the American Bicycle 

Industry. Their mission is to put more people on bikes more often.  

 Facility Education Capacity Building 

Requests for funding can be up to $10,000 for projects such as bike paths, trails, 

lanes, parking, and transit, and safe routes to school. Applications are reviewed on a 

quarterly basis. More information can be found at www.bikesbelong.org. 

 Safe Routes to School Program 

The Safe Routes to School Program is a national movement to make it safe, 

convenient and fun for children to bicycle and walk to school. When routes are safe, 

walking or biking to and from school is an easy way to get the regular physical activity 

children need to succeed. In Michigan, the program is sponsored by the Michigan 

Governor’s Council on Physical Fitness and has gained momentum over the past few 

years. With the passage of the federal transportation legislation in 2005, Michigan’s 

SR2S program will make schools eligible for transportation enhancement funds, 

providing for infrastructure improvements and education campaigns. The purpose of 

the program as defined in the federal legislation is: 

http://www.bikesbelong.org/
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To enable and encourage children, including those with disabilities, to walk and 

bicycle to school; 

To make bicycling and walking to school a safer and more appealing transportation 

alternative, thereby encouraging a healthy and active lifestyle from an early age; and  

To facilitate the planning, development, and implementation of projects and activities 

that will improve safety and reduce traffic, fuel consumption, and air pollution in the 

vicinity of schools.   
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Public Comments 

 

4/24/2017 

Looks Great! 

This Mill Pond play structure needs to be replaced. It is not safe! It appears to be in the planning, but I’m 

not sure if voting approved it. Safety is more important that art installations. Let’s fix it before someone 

has serious injury. I have seen children fall there 

5/9/2017 

Great plan! The additional measures to parks accessible to the elderly and people with mobility issues is 

too long in coming and I would like to see more immediate measures taken to stabilize the banks of the 

river. Looking forward to new updates about the projects and parks! 

5/18/2017 

Looks good. Please set the trail extension date and support LAFF as much as possible. 
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Multi-Use Recreational Pathway
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CITY OF LINDEN 
Minutes for Parks and Recreation Commission Regular Meeting 

Held at 6pm on Thursday, February 16, 2017 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
This meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission was called to order at 7:00 PM by Burch. The meeting was held in the 
Council Chambers on the lower level of the Mill Building at 201 N. Main Street, Linden, Michigan, 48451. 
 
INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Present:  Dietz, Plumb, Cusson, Bretzlaff, MacDermaid 
Absent:  Dick 
Others Present:  Paul Zelenak, City Manager, Adam Young, City Planner 
 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
 
(A) Minutes of the January 5, 2017 Special Meeting 
Motion by MacDermaid, seconded by Cusson to approve the minutes for the January 5, 2017 Parks and Recreation Commission 
Regular meeting, with one amendment to reflect that Plumb was present. Motion passed. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING/SPECIAL PRESENTATION 
 
(A)  Public Hearing: Parks and Recreation Plan 2017-2021 
 
The public hearing was opened at 6:10 PM.  
 
Victor Lukasavitz, 809 E. Rolston Road – spoke in favor of the draft Parks and Recreation Plan and felt that it supports and 
advances the development of pathways and non-motorized facilities for all citizens. 
 
The public hearing closed at 6:12pm 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
(A)  Parks and Recreation Plan 2017-2021 
 
The Commission deliberated on the Parks and Recreation Plan.  
 
Zelenak commented that there should be a clarification in the text about the amounts listed in the Capital Improvements 
Schedule, in that they are a guideline and not meant to strictly dictate future City budgets. 
 
Motion by Cusson, seconded by MacDermaid, to pass the resolution recommending adoption of the Parks and Recreation Plan, 
and forward the Plan on to City Council for approval. Motion passed.  
 
COMMISSIONER/COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Cusson: Future event planning for Earth Day/Holiday Happening 

 

Dietz: What will the Parks & Recreation Commission be working on next?  

Zelenak: We will convene as necessary to discuss the Eagles Wooden Park restroom project and other initiatives. 

   
ADJOURN 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:22 p.m.  
 
________________________________________        Approved: ___________ 
Erica Armstrong, Deputy City Clerk 
 
 



Resolution of Adoption
Linden City Council

Parks and Recreation Plan 2017-202 1
Resolution No.03-17

Whereas, the Parks and Recreation Commission is an appointed body and establishes direction and
policy regarding parks and recreation facilities, projects and programs; and

Whereas, the Parks and Recreation Commission is responsible for overseeing and guiding the
development of a Parks and Recreation Plan; and

Whereas, said Parks and Recreation Commission has made investigations and surveys of the
existing recreation resources and probable future need for recreation facilities and services; and

Whereas, in order to gather input from the public, the Parks and Recreation Commission held
several public meetings, including a community workshop h&d on November 16, 2016; and

Whereas, a draft Parks and Recreation Plan was completed and made available for public review on
January 15, 2017, and a public hearing was held before the Parks and Recreation Commission on
February 16, 2017, to enable additional comments from the public; and

Whereas, the Parks and Recreation Commission passed a Resolution Recommending Adoption of
the Plan at their February 16,2017 meeting;

Now, therefore be it resolved, that the City Council of the City of Linden does hereby adopt the City
of Linden Parks and Recreation Plan 2017-2021.

Be It Further Resolved that the Parks and Recreation Plan shall serve as a guide to future recreation
development in the City of Linden.

Ayes: Dick, MacDermaid, Franz, Simons, Culbert Cusson, Ross

Nays: None

Absent: None

Adopted February 27, 2017

I, Lynn Henry, Clerk of the City of Linden, do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct
copy of a resolution that was adopted by the Linden City Council at a meeting held on February 27,
2017.





January 26,2017 

 

City of Linden 

132 East Broad Street 

Linden, Michigan 48451 

 

RE: Proposed Five (5) Year Park and Recreation Plan 

 

This is a letter of support for the City of Linden, proposed Park and Recreation Plan 2017 – 2021. 

I represent the Linden, Argentine, Fenton and Fenton Township (LAFF) Pathways Inc. group as past 

chairman and current Government Relations Liaison. The LAFF is a non-profit organization which 

supports “CONNECTING COMMUNITIES” with non-motorized trail/pathway facilities. We have been 

working successfully with the local communities in southern Genesee County and adjoining communities 

in Oakland County, as well as, various county agencies to this end. 

I have reviewed your proposed 2017 -2021 document and find it to be will written and it considers all 

opportunities that support the park and recreational needs of the local community and regional non-

motorized connections to adjoining communities. The LAFF is pleased to support the city’s effort to 

bring quality recreational and healthy opportunities to the Linden community. 

The LAFF supports all proposed non-motorized trail planning and construction efforts within our local 

regional communities. Currently there are nearly no safe places to be off the roadway to ride a bicycle. 

Development of safer places to ride, run and walk are needed and bring opportunities for more mobility 

to all people. These pathways will bring economic gains and more value to our area, as well as, help 

create an improved healthier life style. 

I also sit on the Cycle-Fit Sports Club, a multi sports club, board of directors from this same area. The 

club is also very supportive of the city’s efforts. 

Personally, I bicycle about 2500 miles a year. Sometimes my wife and grandchildren will ride along BUT 

never in southern Genesee County as there is no safe place and there is a lack of non-motorized 

trails/pathways. 

Thank you for your progressive planning. We look forward to the MDNR final approval of your new plan 

and of course the construction of non-motorized facilities. 

 

Victor Lukasavitz 

LAFF Pathways Inc. 

 



B U I L D I N G  R E L A T I O N S H I P S  O N  A  F O U N D A T I O N  O F  E X C E L L E N C E  

 

   
500 Griswold  313.961.3650  
Suite 2500  313.961.0898 fax 
Detroit, MI  48226  www.wadetrim.com  
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Letter of Transmittal 

WT189-02 
 
 

If transmitted items are not as noted, notify writer immediately. 

 
 
 
 
To: GLS Region V Planning and Dev. Commission / 

Genesee County Metro. Plan. Commission 
1101 Beach St. Room 223 
Flint, MI  48502-1470 

Attn: To Whom it may Concern 

RE: City of Linden Parks and Recreation Plan 2017-2021 

 

 
Date: February 28, 2017 

Transmitted By: X Regular Mail  Overnight Delivery 

 
 Hand Delivered   

 
 Picked Up By:  

 
 Other:  UPS  

 

We are transmitting     2     copy(s) of the following: 
 

 Certificate for Payment No.      Discs  Prints  Specs. 

 Contract Change Order No.       Drawings  Product Literature  Tracings 

 Construction Change Req. No.       Field Measure Plans  Samples  Work Orders No.  

 Copy of Letter  Plans  Shop Drawings   

X Other: City of Linden Parks and Recreation Plan 2017-2021 

 

For your:  Action  As Requested X Information  Review/Comment  Use 

  Approval  Distribution X Records /Files  Signature   

 
 
Remarks: As is required by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, and on behalf of the City of Linden, we are 

forwarding you a copy of the approved City of Linden Parks and Recreation Plan for your information and files. Please 

copy the Grants Section of the MDNR, if you should have any comments on the enclosed plan. 

 

It is our understanding that your office serves both the regional planning commission (GLS Region V) and county 

planning commission (GCMPC); therefore, we are sending 2 copies of the plan to your office for distribution to each 

commission. 

 

Job No. LDN6008-01D 

By: Adam Young, AICP 

cc:  

 

 

PW/MS/ PROJECTS/LDN6008/01D/Docs/GLS Region V & GCMPC Transmittal.doc 































Michigan Department of Natural Resources-Grants Management

COMMUNITY PARK, RECREATION, OPEN SPACE, AND

GREENWAY PLAN CERTIFICATION CHECKLIST
ByAuthohty of Parts 79, 703 and 776 of Act 457, PA. 7994, as amended, submission of this

in formation is required for eligibility to apply for grants

INSTRUCTIONS: Complete, obtain certification signatures and submit this checklist with a locally adopted recreation plan.

All recreation plans are required to meet the content and local approval standards listed in this checklist and as outlined in
the Guidelines for the Development of Community Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Plans provided by the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR). Plans must be submitted to the DNR with a completed checklist that
has been signed by an authorized official(s) of the local unit of government(s) submitting the plan. Plans may be submitted
at any time of the year, but no later than March 1 of the year the local unit of government is applying for grants.

PLAN INFORMATION
Name of Plan:
City of Linden Parks and Recreation Plan 2017—2021

List the community names (including school districts) that arc covered under Count Month and year plan adopted by the
the plan and have passed a resolution adopting the plan. ‘ community’s governing body

City of Linden Genesee February 2017

PLAN CONTENT

INSTRUCTIONS: Please check each box to certify that the listed information is included in the flni plan.

1. COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION

2. ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE

E Roles of Commission(s) or Advisory Board(s)

Department, Authority and/or Staff Description and Organizational Chart

Annual and Projected Budgets for Operations, Maintenance, Capital Improvements and Recreation
Programming

Current Funding Sources

Role of Volunteers

Relationship(s) with School Districts, Other Public Agencies or Private Organizations

Regional Authorities or Trailway Commissions Only

U Description of the Relationship between the Authority or Commission and the Recreation Departments of
Participating Communities

El Articles of Incorporation

3. RECREATION INVENTORY

E Description of Methods Used to Conduct the Inventory

Inventory of all Community Owned Parks and Recreation Facilities

Location Maps (site development plans recommended but not required)

Accessibility Assessment

Status Report for all Grant-Assisted Parks and Recreation Facilities

4. RESOURCE INVENTORY (OPTIONAL)

5. DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANNING PROCESS
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fj 6. DESCRIPTION OF THE PUBLIC INPUT PROCESS

Description of the Method(s) Used to Solicit Public Input Before or During Preparation of the Plan, Including a
Copy of the Survey or Meeting Agenda and a Summary of the Responses Received

Copy of the Notice of the Availability of the Draft Plan for Public Review and Comment

DateoftheNotice January 15, 2017

Type of Notice Newspaper

Plan Location City Hall and City Website

Duration of Draft Plan Public Review Period (Must be at Least 30 Days) 33

Copy of the Notice for the Public Meeting Held after the One Month Public Review Period and Before the
Plan’s Adoption by the Governing Body(ies)
Date of Notice January 15, 2017

Name ofNewspaper Tn-County Times
Date of Meeting February 16, 2017
Copy of the Minutes from the Public Meeting

7. GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

E 8. ACTION PROGRAM

9. POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT(S)

PLAN ADOPTION DOCUMENTATION

APPROVAL
adopting the

DOCUMENTATION: For multi-jurisdictional plans, each local unit of government must pass a resolution
plan. Prepare and attach a separate page for each unit of government included in the plan.

1. Official resolution of adoption by the governing body dated: February 27, 2017

2. Official resolution of the Parks and Recreation Commission Commission or Board,

recommending adoption of the plan by the governing body, dated: February 16, 2017

3. Copy of letter transmitting adopted plan to County Planning Agency dated: February 28, 2017

4. Copy of letter transmitting adopted plan to Regional Planning Agency dated: February 28, 2017

OVERALL CERTIFICATION

NOTE: For multi-jurisdictional plans, Overall Certification must include the signature of each local unit of government.
Prepare and attach a separate signature page for each unit of government included in the plan.

I hereby certify that the recreation plan for

C\- -C -neV\
— (Local unit of Government)

above and as set forth by the DNR.

This completed checklist must be uploaded in MiRecGrants.

/

includes the required content, as indicated

2
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INTRODUCTION 
Parks and Recreation Planning 
 
Residents of Fenton Township enjoy a wide range of parks and recreation facilities provided through 
Genesee County and other municipalities in the surrounding area. In order to maintain and improve the 
quality of those facilities and activities, it is customary for the township to adopt a Five Year Parks and 
Recreation Plan which is used to highlight current recreation initiatives and also potential investments 
into the infrastructure of the parks and recreation department.  
 
The previous Five Year Parks and Recreation Plan was adopted in 1998 by the Fenton Township Board of 
Trustees. In that plan, some of the major goals of the recreation plan included: 
 

1) Identifying the Fenton Township recreation needs and opportunities in an effort to establish a 
comprehensive community recreation initiative that provides a range of positive experiences 

2) Addition of recreational facilities not presently available in the Township to complement the 
existing system of facilities and natural features. 

3) Development of recreational equipment and infrastructure throughout the Fenton Township park 
system to improve park aesthetics, foster community pride and improve the recreational 
opportunities available to Township residents. 

4) Development of a connected pedestrian pathway system throughout the area to encourage 
interaction participation, improve pedestrian safety and strengthen linkages between area parks. 

5) Improve the quality of accessibility to the Township-owned public beach in order to improve 
water-based recreational opportunities for Township residents, including the disabled.  

 
In this updated plan, the Township concentrated on identifying the goals for the 2014-2018 Recreation 
Plan by analyzing the programs and facilities that would support the desire to create a healthy, desirable 
quality of life for Fenton Township residents.   
 
In 2016, the Township secured a grant from the Community Foundation of Greater Flint to prepare an 
amendment to the plan to strengthen the support for; a regional non-motorized pathway system within 
the community, a National Heritage Water Trail designation for the Shiawassee River, updated plans for 
the Thompson Road park property, and other recreation updates.  There was strong input from 
community stakeholders in this effort. 
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COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION 
Fenton Township is a charter township, located in 
southwestern Genesee County approximately 8 miles south 
of the City of Flint.  U.S. 23 runs north and south through the 
township, roughly dividing the township in half.  According to 
the 2010 U.S. Census data, the population was 15,552. The 
Township has a total area of 27.5 square miles, of which 23.9 

square miles is land and 3.7 square miles is water.  
 

POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

Population data was gathered from the US Census for the 
years 1990, 2000 and 2010 (TABLE 1). Recent trends indicate 
an increase in terms of population and the number of 
households.  It should be noted that although the county 
population has decreased that the population of Fenton 
Township has continued to increase in recent years.  
 

 
 

TABLE 1 
POPULATION TRENDS FOR FENTON TOWNSHIP AND SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES (1990-2010) 

 1990 Census 2000 Census % Change 
1990-2000 

2010 Census % Change 
2000-2010 

Fenton 
Township 

10,055 12,968 +22.4% 15,552 +20% 

Fenton (City) 8,444 10,582 +25.3% 11,756 +11.1% 

Linden (City) 2,415 2,794 +15.7% 3,391 +21.4% 

Genesee 
County 

430,459 436,141 +1.3% 425,790 -2.37% 

 
 
 
The previous projections for 
Fenton Township have been 
exceeded by the current 
population estimates from the 
U.S. Census. The projection in 
1990 for the year 2020 was at 
11,914. However, the Township 
has exceeded this expectation 
and has experienced a 30.5% 
increase in population. 

 
  

Sources: U.S. Census 1990, 2000 and 2010 

10055
12968

15552

8444
10582 11756

2415 2794 3391

1990 Census 2000 Census 2010 Census

POPULATION GROWTH

Fenton Township Fenton (City) Linden (City)

Map 1 Fenton Township Location Map 
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AGE 
As shown in TABLE 2, the breakdown of the age distribution in comparison to the City of Fenton, City of 
Linden and Genesee County.  The majority of residents that reside within Fenton Township are in the 35-
54 age groups. Generally, the elderly tend to retire in urban areas where there is a greater transportation 
access and residential units (retirement housing). 

 
TABLE 2  

AGE DISTRIBUTION 

 Fenton Township Fenton (City) Linden (City) Genesee County 

Under 5 911 (7.0%) 807 (7.6%) 193 (6.7%) 31,622 (7.3%) 

5 -19 2,666 (20.5%) 2,094 (19.8%) 580 (20.3%) 100022 (23%) 

20-34 2,156 (16.6%) 2,544 (24%) 491 (17.1%) 86,176 (19.7%) 

35-54 6,780 (35.7%) 2,871 (27.2%) 866 (30.3%) 129,777 (29.7%) 

55-64 1,439 (11.1%) 823 (7.8%) 253 (8.9%) 37,937 (8.7%) 

65+ 1,172 (9.1%) 1,443 (13.6%) 478 (16.7%) 50,607 (11.6) 

 

ETHNIC COMPOSITION 
TABLE 3 breaks down the ethnic demographic of Fenton Township.  
 

TABLE 3 
ETHNIC COMPOSTION 

 2010 Census 

White 12,585   (97.0%) 

Black or African American 36   (0.3%) 

American Indian and Alaska Native 53   (0.4%) 

Asian 100 (0.8%) 

Other Races 57    (0.4%) 

Two or More Races 149  (1.1%) 

 

 
  

Source: 2010 U.S. Census 

Source: 2010 U.S. Census 
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PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 
Understand the status of disabled persons will assist in planning future programs and appropriate 
locations for recreational activities. Also, with the passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 
(ADA), all public services including parks and recreational facilities are subject to barrier-free 
requirements. TABLE 4 illustrates the information collected pertaining to the disability population in 
Fenton Township for 2000. The data was not reported for the Township in the 2010 census 
 

TABLE 4 
 DISABLED PERSONS 

Disability Status 2000 
Population 

Age 5-20 2,733 

With a Disability 196 
(7.2%) 

Age 21-64 8,051 

With a Disability 1,001 
(12.4%) 

Employed 65.4% 

Age 65 & Over 1,201 

With a disability 363 
(30.2%) 

 

 
INCOME 
Median household income, the level of income where half of all the households earn more and half of all 
households earn less, is a broad measure of the relative economic health. In Fenton Township, the median 
household income is considerably higher than that of the county median income and the state. TABLE 5 
details the median household income from all areas from the 2008 – 2012 American Community Survey 
(ACS) 
 

TABLE 5 
 INCOME 

Area Median 
Household 

Income 

Fenton Township $70,742 

Genesee County $42,730 

State of Michigan $48,471 

 
  

Source: 2000 U.S. Census 
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EMPLOYMENT 
Fenton Township has maintained relatively low unemployment rates (2.0%) compared with the state of 
Michigan (13.1%) and the National unemployment rate (9.6%). According to TABLE 6, the most popular 
industry in Fenton Township is manufacturing; due in large part to the heavy General Motors presence 
that still exists in Genesee County.  
 

TABLE 6 
 INDUSTRY 

Industry 2008-2012 
Average 

Percentage 

Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing & 
Hunting, Mining 

81 1.1% 

Construction 348 4.9% 

Manufacturing 1,278 18.1% 

Wholesale Trade 328 4.6% 

Retail Trade 809 11.4% 

Transportation 266 3.8% 

Information 115 1.6% 

Finance & Insurance, Real Estate 
and Rental/Leasing 

549 7.8% 

Professional, Scientific, 
Management & Administration, 
Waste Management Services 

771 10.9% 

Educational, Health and Service 1,674 23.7% 

Arts, Entertainment and 
Recreation 

493 7.0% 

Public Administration 226 3.2% 

Other Services 134 1.9% 

 

PHYSICAL FEATURES 

Topography 
The Saginaw Lobe of the Cary Glacier extended south over all of Fenton Township and shaped 
the landscape as it exists today.  As the Glacier receded, materials such as silts, sand, gravel, and 
cobbles were deposited over the landscape to a depth of one to two hundred feet.  The glacial 
moraine, on the far southern edge of the Township, contains the highest elevations within 
Genesee County.  
 
Fenton Township’s landscape is generally level to gently rolling and tends to be poorly drained 
with many wetland depressions.  Wetlands comprise over six percent of the total land area while 
natural lakes comprise another ten percent.  The natural lakes were formed by large isolated 
chunks of glacier ice, or by a combination of isolated ice and a valley train, created by the glacial 
melt waters spewing out over what is now the Shiawassee River valley. 
 
Glacial melting also created an ancient lake over a portion of the northwestern quarter of the 
Township.  Eventually, watershed erosion breached the ancient lake and the lake waters drained 



6  

 

away; but not before existing soil materials were deposited on the bottom of the ancient lake.  
The wetlands found in northwestern portions of the Township were marshes along the edge of 
the ancient lake. 
 
Water Resources 
The lakes in Fenton Township have played a major role in the township’s development.  
Generally, lakefront property tends to be built out and developed to higher densities in the 
township.  There are 18 lakes in the township that are 11 acres in size or greater.  There are two 
public boat launches in the township, one on Lake Fenton and the other on Lake Ponemah. There 
are two public beaches, one which is owned and maintained by the Township and is located at 
the Township Hall and the other at Linden Park, which is part of the Genesee County Parks 
system.      
 
A lake quality study was completed for all of the lakes in the Township by Wallace and Bene 
Fusilier, in 1996, in cooperation with Insight Environmental Services.  The study is entitled The 
Lakes of Fenton Township, Genesee County, Michigan.  The following Table 9 illustrates many of 
the characteristics of each of the 18 lakes in Fenton Township. The information has been 
condensed from the report for parks and recreation planning purposes.  It is only a brief summary 
of the information compiled on the lakes  
 
Soils 
A generalized soil survey was completed for Genesee County by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Soil Conservation Service in April 1972.  The survey categorizes the soils of Fenton 
Township into four broad soil associations (see Map).  The characteristics of each soil association 
are as follows: 
 

Miami–Metea–Muck association: Undulating to rolling well–drained loams and loamy 
sands that have a clay loam to loamy sand subsoil, on uplands; and very poorly drained 
muck soils, in potholes and swales. 
Upland soils of this association differ in limitations for recreational use according to their 
slope.  Gently sloping areas are slightly limited, but the steeper slopes are severely limited 
for most kinds of construction by a high water table and the instability of the organic 
matter. 
Celina–Conover–Miami association: Level to sloping, somewhat poorly drained to well–
drained loams that have a clay loam subsoil; on uplands. 
The major soils in this association differ in their limitations for highways and residential 
development.  The somewhat poorly drained Conover soils have severe limitations for 
streets and buildings because of a seasonal high water table and the hazard of frost 
heaving.  The seasonal high water table also hinders the operation of septic tanks.  The 
better drained Celina and Miami soils provide fair to good foundation material for 
buildings and roads, but because of the slope, some cutting and filling is generally 
required for building sites and roads.  The Celina and Miami soils vary in their limitation 
for septic tank disposal fields, and they generally require onsite investigation. 
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Del Ray–Lenawee association: Level to gently sloping, somewhat poorly drained and 
poorly drained silt loams and silty clay loams that have a silty clay loam subsoil; on lake 
plains. 
Soils of this association are severely limited as sites for highways and residences because 
of their moderately high clay content.  Highways and foundations are subject to frost 
heaving.  Cracking and other displacements are caused by alternate wetting and drying of 
the soil material.  Moderately slow permeability and a seasonal high water table hinder 
the operation of septic tank disposal fields in these soils.  These problems are more 
serious on the poorly drained soils of this association. 

 
Boyer–Spinks–Ceresco–CoHoctah association: Nearly level to gently sloping, well–
drained loamy sands that have a dominantly sand to sandy loam subsoil, on outwash 
plains and terraces; and level, somewhat poorly drained, poorly drained and very poorly 
drained fine sandy loams underlain by fine sandy loams to sand; on bottom lands. 
Upland soils are suitable sources for all material and are only slightly limited for roads and 
buildings.  Septic tank disposal fields normally function well because these soils are well 
drained.  River–bottom soils, mainly Ceresco and CoHoctah, are severely limited for 
buildings because of the high water table and the hazard of flooding. 

 
Part of the initial planning process for potential recreational areas should include consideration 
and evaluation of existing soil types.  This should be a contributing factor in determining the 
potential recreational use of an area. 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
U.S. 23 bisects Fenton Township into east and west parts.  The major highway, built to interstate 
standards primarily provides access to the employment centers in the Flint area, Ann Arbor area, 
and the Detroit Metropolitan area.  Access to U.S. 23 is provided with primary county roads at 
Thompson, Silver Lake and Owen Roads.  A rest area for the north bound U.S. 23 roadway is 
located 1 ½ miles north of the Silver Lake Road exchange. 
 
Primary county roads traveling east–west include Owen, Silver Lake, Lahring, Rolston, Lobdell 
and Thompson Roads.  North–south primary roads include Linden, Torrey, North and Fenton 
Roads.  
 
Airports 
Price’s Airport is located south of the City of Linden in Section 29.  It is a privately owned and 
operated Class B Airport.  Bishop International Airport is located approximately six miles north of 
Fenton Township and serves as the area’s major airport. 
 
 
 
Railways 
The CN North America/Grand Trunk Railway passes through the southern half of the township in 
a northwestern/southeastern direction. 
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EXISTING LAND USE 
The land use for Fenton Township has not dramatically changed over the years. Open space still 
makes up a huge part of the land use for the Township. Vacant land still makes up a majority of 
the land use in the area (50.7%) with residential parcels following (25.7%) and public land use 
following (2.9%). 
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ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE 
Fenton Township is a municipal corporation in Genesee County. The Township elects its own 
board trustees and supervisor and the town board is given the task with appointing a parks and 
recreation committee that makes recommendations to the board of trustees and oversees park 
functions.  

 
RESIDENTS OF FENTON, TOWNSHIP, MI 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff 

Due to the Fenton Township not possessing ownership of any parks facilities, there is currently 
no staff that has been hired to attend to the maintenance and supervision of any parks.  

 
Budget 

There is currently no money allocated to the parks and recreation department due to the fact 
that there are currently no parks under the authority of Fenton Township. 

 
Funding Sources 

Sources available for municipal improvements to park facilities include the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources (Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund, Recreation Passport Grant), 
various federal grant opportunities and also through local non-profit organizations.   

 
Volunteer Activities 

Fenton Township relies heavily on volunteers from a range of local organizations to assist with 
recreational activities for the youth and young adults in the Township. These groups contribute 
to the quality and quantity of such events. These volunteer groups include: 

TOWNSHIP BOARD Parks and Recreation Committee 

5 Year Parks & Recreation 

Plan 
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 Jet Basketball League – This group organizes basketball games and is available for youth 
4th-6th grade, currently servicing 60-75 kids. Volunteers are coaches, referees, 
scorekeepers and concession stand attendants.  

 AYSO – Youth soccer has been organized in the Fenton area for years; with over 50 youth 
participating every year; volunteers assist with registration, coaching and fundraising. 

 Lake Fenton Youth Football – Volunteer groups assist with fundraising opportunities for 
team as well as coaching and officiating during games. Over 100 youth take advantage of 
the football program annually. 

 Heartland Lacrosse League – Parents and volunteers in the Heartland/Fenton area that 
support Lacrosse. Over 30 youth are involved in the league and volunteers provide 
coaching and fundraising. Also, group works with school districts to ensure playing surface 
is adequately maintained.  

 

Relationship with Lake Fenton Community Schools 

As part of this plan’s development Fenton Township anticipates working with Lake Fenton School 
District for possible future programing in any future township facility. 

 
Relationship with Southern Lakes Park and Recreation Commission 

Fenton Township has township trustee representation in the Southern Lakes Park and 
Recreation Board which coordinates recreation programming and development for the 
community.  Its mission is to mission is to establish, maintain and operate a system of parks, 
recreational facilities and program opportunities that enhance the education, physical health, 
personal well-being, and social interactions within the Fenton, Linden and Lake Fenton 
communities. 
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PARKS AND RECREATION INVENTORY 
Township Facilities 

An inventory of all existing recreational facilities owned by Fenton Township was conducted using the 
previous Township Plan, the Township GIS system and site visits 
 
A. Fenton Township Civic Community Center & Mantawauka Park 

Fenton Township Civic Community Center is the site of the Township Office.  It is located off of North Long 
Lake Road & Bowles at 12060 Mantawauka.   It is situated on the north end of Lake Fenton.  The building 
has one large and one smaller meeting room for public and private meetings and other events.  
Mantawauka Park is open to the public, has a gazebo, several picnic tables, a playscape and swimming 
area with 100 foot of frontage sandy beach and playscape.  The beach is enjoyed by all ages and is 
sometimes used for weddings.  

Size: 3.88 acres 

Service area: Fenton Township Community  

Recreational Facilities: 
Meeting/Banquet Rooms 
Kitchen 
Swimming Beach 
Picnic Area 
Playscape 
Park Benches 
Gazebo 
Picnic Tables (2 covered) 
 
Support Facilities: 
Paved Parking 
Restrooms 
Kitchen 
 
Accessibility: 4 – all facilities meet accessibility 
guidelines 
 
DNR Recreation Grants: None 
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B. Thompson Road Park (currently not developed) 

Thompson Road Park is located on Thompson Road between Fenton and Torrey Roads.  It was acquired 
by the Township in 2012 from the Genesee County Land Bank.  It is planned to be developed as a public 
park with recreational facilities to include soccer fields, a basketball court, softball and baseball diamonds, 
a sledding hill, parking and a playground. 

Size: 34.69 acres 
 
Service Area: Fenton Township Community 
 
Recreational Facilities: None 
 
Support Facilities: None 
 
Accessibility: All proposed facilities will be designed to meet accessibility guidelines. 
 
DNR Recreation Grants: None 
 

C. Blue Gill Island 

Located in Silver Lake this Island is a natural resource area and it 
has been placed in the care of the Township  
 
Size: 4.47 acres 
 
Service Area: Fenton Township Community 

 
Recreational Facilities: None 
 
Support Facilities: None 
 
Accessibility: N/A 
 
DNR Recreation Grants: None 
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D. Emerald Pointe Preserve  
Located along the east channel connecting Squaw Lake and Lake Ponemah this is a natural resource 
area.  
 
Size: 27.61 acres 
 
Service Area: Fenton Township Community 
 
Recreational Facilities: None 
 
Support Facilities: None 
 
Accessibility: N/A 
 
DNR Recreation Grants: None  
 

 
 
 
 
E. Torrey/Grove Park Preserve 
Located this is a natural resource area.  
 
Size: 14.67 acres 
 
Service Area: Fenton Township Community 
 
Recreational Facilities: None 
 
Support Facilities: None 
 
Accessibility: N/A 
 
DNR Recreation Grants: None  
 

 

Barrier-Free Accessibility 

The passage of the American Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) required all areas of public service 
to have barrier-free accessibility and transition plans for addressing these needs, including 
parks and recreation parks and facilities. An evaluation of Fenton Township ADA compliance 
has been conducted as part of the local recreational inventory. A five-point evaluation system 
was used to rank each park’s accessibility which is described below and reflected in the 
inventory above. 
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Accessibility Level 1: The park is not accessible to people with a broad range of physical 
disabilities. This site includes little paved areas and the facilities such as play equipment or 
picnic areas are not easily accessible. 

Accessibility Level 2: The park is somewhat accessible to people with a broad range of physical 
disabilities. Either the parking area or pathways are paved, but not both. Many of the facilities 
such as play equipment or picnic areas are not easily accessible. 

Accessibility Level 3: The park is mostly accessible to people with a broad range of physical 
disabilities. Most of the parking areas and pathways are paved; some of the facilities such as 
paly equipment or picnic areas are accessible but may not be completely barrier-free. 

Accessibility Level 4: The park is completely accessible to people with a broad range of 
physical disabilities. Parking areas and pathways are paved, and most of the facilities such as 
play equipment or picnic areas are easily accessible.  

Accessibility Level 5: The entire park was developed or renovated using the principles of 
universal design, which is a design approach which enables all environments to be usable by 
everyone, to the greatest extent possible, regardless of age, ability or situation. 
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MAP 2  
FENTON TOWNSHIP PARK INVENTORY MAP 
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Other Local Facilities 

The following is a comprehensive list of public and private recreational areas and facilities 
within Fenton Township. The inventory will be used as a basis for determining the need for 
specific recreation facilities in the township. 

As in many communities in Michigan, the local school districts provide a valuable resource of 
facilities and programs for local community recreation. For this reason, facilities provided by 
school districts have been included in the Local Recreational Inventory. Private recreational 
facilities can relieve demand and use pressures on public facilities. While private facilities are 
generally pay-per-use, they can include a wide range of uses, including golf courses sports 
fields, batting cages, rifle ranges, etc. For this reason, the recommendation to include private 
local recreational activities was also included.  

MAP 3 
COMMUNITY PARKS MAP 
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1) Lake Fenton High School 
2) West Shore & Torrey Hill 
3) Township Center Park 
4) Lake Fenton DNR Access 
5) Michigan Department of Transportation Rest Area 
6) Lake Ponemah DNR Access 
7) Linden Park/Clover Beach County Park 
8) AYSO Deer Run Soccer Park 
9) Lake Fenton Middle School 
10)  Fenton Farms Golf Club 
11) Private Park 
12) Private Park 
13) Linden Sportsman Club 
14) Private Park 
15) Fenton Lakes Sportsmans Club 
16) Fenton Lanes 
17) Linden Park/Clover Beach County Park 
18) Foley Park 
19) Blue Gill Island in Silver Lake 

MDNR Public Access Launch Sites 

 
4. Lake Fenton Public Access Launch Site  
Located off Torrey Road on Grove Park Road on the southwest side of Lake Fenton 
 
Size: 2.88 acres 
 
Recreational Facilities:  
2 boat launch areas 
Docks 
 
Support Facilities: 
Restrooms 
Parking 
 
 

6. Lake Ponemah Public Access Launch Site  
Located off North Road on east side of Lake Ponemah 
 
Size: 16.12 acres 
 
Recreational Facilities:  
Boat Launch 
Dock 
 
Support Facilities: 
Restrooms 
Parking 
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School Facilities 

1. Lake Fenton High School 

Located on the corner of Lahring and Jennings Roads 

 
Size: 86.69 acres 
 
Recreational Facilities: 
Tennis Courts (8) 
Baseball Field 
Softball Field 
Practice Fields 
Football Field and Stadium 
Track 
Soccer Field 
Auditorium 
Gymnasium 
Open Space 
 

Support Facilities: 
Restrooms 
Parking 
Concessions  
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Lake Fenton Middle School 

Located on the corner of North Long Lake and Torrey Roads 

Size: 26.35 acres 

.Recreational Facilities:  

Baseball Field 
Softball Field 
Football Field and Stadium 
Track 
Gymnasium 
Open Space 
 
Support Facilities: 

Restrooms 
Parking 
Concessions 
 

 

 

 

 

 

2. West Shore Elementary & Torrey Hill Intermediate School Campus 

Located at the corner of Torrey & Lahring Roads 

Size: 30.93 acres 

 

Recreational Facilities: 
Basket Ball Courts 
Play Grounds (3) 
Ball Diamonds 
Open Space 
 
Support Facilities: 
Restrooms 
Parking 
 

OTHER FACILITIES 
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US 23 Rest Area 

Picnic Tables 
 
Private Recreation Facilities 
 

Fenton Farms Golf Club 
18 Hole Par 72 Public Golf Course 
Pro Shop 
Restaurant 
 

Linden Sportsman Club 
Trap Field 
Gun Range 
Archery Course 
Dining Hall 
 

Fenton Lakes Sportsman Club 
Sporting Clays 
Gun Range 
Banquet Hall 
Kitchen 
Gazebo 
 

Fenton Lanes 
Bowling Alley – 25 Lanes 
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Genesee County Parks within the Township 

7. Linden Park & Clover Beach 

Located      1,200 feet of frontage on Byram Lake 

Size: 144.18 acres 

Recreational Facilities: 
Ball Fields 
Basket Ball Courts 
Tennis and Multi-purpose 
Courts 
Pavilions 
Swimming Beach 
Picnic Areas 
Play Equipment Areas 
Trails 
 

Support Facilities: 
Restrooms 
Parking 
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8. Deer Run AYSO Soccer Park  

Located on the northeast corner of Linden and Owen Roads from US-23, exit #78 (Owen Road) left onto 
Owen Road until road ends. Turn right onto Linden Road.  Soccer complex is on the right about 1/4 mile. 
Complex enters from the south and exits from the north.  

Size: 81.25 acres 

Recreational Facilities: 

Soccer Fields 16 

Support Facilities: 

Restrooms 
Parking 
Concessions 
 

 

:  

 

 

 

 

Regional Facilities 

On a regional level, Fenton Township is located within a 30-mile radius of numerous state 
recreational and game areas. The township lies within the boundaries of the Genesee County 
Parks System, which contains over 10,000 trees of recreational area. Two of these county 
parks, the Genesee Recreation Area the Holloway Reservoir Regional Park, provide over 9,500 
acres of recreational areas that includes such activities as swimming, boating and hiking. The 
remaining five major Genesee County Parks contain over 800 acres which offer similar kinds of 
facilities to county residents (MAP 1) 
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MAP 4 
COUNTY PARKS MAP 

 
1) Linden County Park – 15349 Linden Road, Linden, MI 
2) Flushing County Park – 4417 N. McKinley Road, Flushing, MI 
3) Bluebell Beach and Flint River Bike Path – 5500 Bray Road, Flint, MI 
4) Crossroads Village and Huckleberry Railroad – 6140 Bray Road, Flint, MI 
5) Stepping Stone Falls and Picnic Area – 5161 Branch Road, Flint, MI 
6) Bluegill Boat Launch – 4045 Coldwater Road. Flint, MI 
7) Administrative Offices  - 5045 Stanley Road, Flint, MI 
8) Buell Lake County Park – 14098 N. Genesee Road, Clio, MI 
9) For-Mar Nature Preserve and Arboretum – 2142 N. Genesee Road, Burton, MI 
10) Davison roadside County Park – 6160 Davison Road, Burton, MI 
11) Everett A. Cummings Event Center 6130 E. Mt. Morris Road, Mt. Morris, MI 
12) Mounds Off-Road Vehicle Area – 6145 E. Mt. Morris Road, Mt. Morris, MI 
13) Goldenrod Disc Golf Course – 6405 Irish Road, Davison, MI 
14) Richfield County Park – 6322 N. Irish Road, Davison, MI 
15) Holloway dam Public Access Fishing Site and Canoe Launch 
16) Walleye Pike Boat Launch – 7240 N. Henderson Road, Davison, MI 
17) Wolverine Campground and Buttercup Beach – 7698 N. Baxter Road, Columbiaville, MI 
18) Toboggan Hill – Carpenter Road, Oregon Township, MI 
19) Elba Equestrian Complex – Elba Road, Lapeer, MI 
20) Hogbacks Area – Genesee County/Lapeer County Lines 
21) Zeemer Park – Marathon Road 
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Other regional recreational facilities exist in other counties (Oakland, Livingston and Lapeer). 
These parks are under the direct authority of the State of Michigan. TABLE 7 details the 
amenities to each park as well as the square footage of each park. 

TABLE 7 
 REGIONAL RECREATIONAL INVENTORY (STATE OPERATED) 
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Bald Mountain  
State Park 

4,637 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Dodge No. 4  
State Park 

139 Y - Y Y - Y Y Y 

Groveland Oaks 
Campground 

N/A Y Y - Y - Y Y Y 

Highland 
State Park 

5,524 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Holly  
State Park 

7,470 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Marshbank 
State Park 

N/A - - - - Y Y Y - 

Ortonville 
State Park 

3,205 Y Y Y Y - Y Y Y 

Pontiac Lake 
State Park 

3,700 Y Y - Y Y Y Y Y 

Proud Lake 
State Park 

3,614 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Seven Lakes 
State Park 

1,378 Y - Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Brighton 
State Park 

4,913 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Island Lake 
State Park 

3,466 Y Y - Y Y Y Y Y 

Kensington 
State Park 

N/A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Metamora – Hadley 
State Park 

683 Y Y Y Y - Y Y Y 

 

 *Red lettering denotes Oakland County Parks; Green lettering denotes Livingston 
County Parks and Purple Lettering denotes Lapeer County Parks. 
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PLANNING AND PUBLIC PARTCIPATION  
The previous sections of the plan provided valuable insight into all aspects of parks and recreation 
in Fenton Township. This section of the Plan evaluates the information to best understand the 
needs and priorities for park land, recreation facilities and programs in the community.  

There are several resources incorporated into the analysis. To begin, public input was important 
in order to understand community priorities and preferences. Next, existing park land was 
evaluated in terms of size, location and function. This was followed by an analysis of recreation 
facilities such as athletic fields, playgrounds and trails. Current recreation programs were then 
evaluated to best understand future programming needs and opportunities.   

Public Input 

Each of the opportunities for public participation is briefly described below, followed by a 
summary of comments and consistent themes. 
 
Recreation Parks and Recreation Committee: The Township hosted two meetings with individuals 
representing various groups to discuss specific topic areas related to the provision of parks and 
recreation related activities. These consisted of a recreation visioning session followed by a set 
of one-on-one interviews with representatives of organizations that provide recreational 
opportunities in the community.   
 
Public Hearings: A copy of the draft plan was made available to the public for their review prior 
to action by the Township. Prior to their endorsement of the Plan, the Township Parks Committee 
conducted a public hearing on February 3, 2014. The plan was then review by the Townships 
Board at a public hearing, also on February 3, 2014 prior to their adoption of the plan. Both the 
availability of the Plan and notice of the public hearing were advertised in the local paper and on 
the local cable access channel.  
 

Recreation Provider Interviews/Recreation Visioning Session: 

To assist in determining the level of demand and need for recreational facilities, the Park 
Committee formulated a list of recreation providers in the area. Recreation providers were those 
organizations in some way responsible for the provision of recreational opportunities in Fenton 
Township and the surrounding communities through coaching, programming or organizing. 
Generally, providers were well informed about the facilities available and had insight into the 
recreational needs of the community, particularly in their specific area of interest. In September 
2013, representatives of Rowe Professional Services Company interviewed the providers. Also in 
September, the Township held a Recreation Visioning Meeting to elicit comments from the public 
on issues related to recreation in the community. The input from those two sets of meetings is 
summarized below.   
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Organizations Represented: 

Lake Fenton Little League 
AYSO 
Basketball – Jet League 
Lake Fenton Youth Football 
Heartland Youth Lacrosse 
 
What are the greatest recreational assets Fenton Township has? 

 Community support – Local government, parents and business owners (2) 

 Lakes and Rivers  

 Southern Lakes Parks and Recreation (Untapped asset) 

 Youth recreational programs with a lot of parental involvement 

 Volunteerism 

 New high school and new middle school (2) 

 Water  

 AYSO 
 
What are the greatest recreational needs Fenton Township has? 

 Additional space – Civic space to hold large number of people and vehicles (2) 

 Cheerleaders 

 Need for a central location 

 Storage facilities 

 Practice fields and sports fields (2) 

 More soccer fields 

 All types of facilities (2) 

 Non-motorized trails 

 Field hockey/soccer – Need for more leagues to let kids play 

 Communication between Lake Fenton and Linden School Districts 

 Central location for baseball facilities 

 “Home Base” for various clubs that provide opportunities for kids to play 
 
What are one or two of the most important goals the community should concentrate on in 
order to improve recreation in the Fenton Community: 

 Addressing childhood obesity 

 Providing recreation opportunities for youth (3) 

 Increase access to athletic and recreational fields and to expand range of recreational 
activities 

 Improve access to recreational facilities and fields 

 Economic development 

 Family (2) 

 Bring the community residents together (2) 

 Promote health / teamwork for children (2) 
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What are some of the most important improvements that the community should concentrate 
on in order to improve recreation in the Fenton Community (new or improved infrastructure, 
event programing, etc.): 

 Fitness Paths 

 Football / Soccer Fields (5) 

 Softball / Baseball Fields (5) 

 Additional lighting for fields 

 Pavilions with running water and restroom facilities 

 ADA access 

 Many facilities are not well located in relationship with parking / concessions / 
bathrooms 

 Non-motorized pathway – exercise 

 Community space 

 Swimming Pool 

 Central facility with good security and good fields 

 An all-season facility to provide space for field sports and recreational uses 
 
Any other thoughts or comments: 

 A site for other types of activities (music in parks, summer activities for kids, festivals) 

 Look at it from the standpoint of a “system of parks” including pocket parks; identify 
potential properties 

 Multi-use; serve all age groups 

 Tennis courts / basketball courts 

 Look at Davison Park 
 

Public Input for Plan Amendment 

The Township advertised on June 12, 2016 for a public input opportunity to be held as part of 

the Charter Township of Fenton Board of Trustees regular meeting on June 20, 2016.  At the 

meeting a copy of the current 5 Year Recreation Plan goals and objectives was distributed for 

reference as well as a copy of the proposed Regional Trail Alignment plan that is supported in 

the current 2014 Regional Non-motorized Trail Plan for Genesee County.  A copy of the public 

notice, meeting minutes and other information associated with this public input is included in 

the appendix. 

The meeting was well attended by approximately 100 residents, business owners and 

representatives from the non-profit LAFF (advocates for pathway connections in the Linden, 

Argentine Township, Fenton and Fenton Township communities).  Information was provided by 

LAFF from over 1600 “Yes Statements” from residents within the local region that support non-

motorized improvements.  At the recent Fenton Expo, over 433 forms were collected with over 
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50% from Fenton Township residents.  Results from an on-line survey identify over 90% support 

for non-motorized facilities. 

There was also a request to support of the National Heritage Water Trail designation for the 

Shiawassee River and the various active living, economic and public benefits this brings to the 

community.   

Various individuals supported trails for benefits including safety due to high traffic on local 

roads, accessibility for use by all ages and abilities, use by youth for fitness, testimony by a 

physical therapist for use of trails for active living and business owners on the positive 

economic impact.  There was one comment raised by a resident along the path route with 

concern for impacts to residents along the proposed route and another comment with concern 

that impacts to wetlands would be addressed in the design of the trail. 

On July 10 a legal notice will be placed in the local paper providing notice that the draft plan 

amendment will be available for a two- week period of review and that a public hearing will be 

held on July 25, 2016 prior to action by the Township. Based on supportive comments from the 

public hearing the Township Board adopted the amended plan immediately following the public 

hearing on July 25, 2016.  

Standards for Need 

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources has adopted a set of standards to determine the 

need for certain recreational facilities, based on the population of the community.  Table 3 below 

compares the facilities located in the Fenton Community as identified in the Recreation Inventory 

to the State’s recreational standards. 

TABLE 8 

 FENTON TOWNSHIP RECREATIONAL INVENTORY, 2013 AND STATE RECREATION STANDARDS 

Column #1 Column #2 Column #3 Column #4 Column #5 Column #6 

Item 

Public  

Facilities 

School 

Facilities 

State 

Standards 

Township 

Standards Need  2014 

Park Land (acres) 128.5 144 10/1,000 155 26.5 

Soccer Field  — 4 1/20,000 1 1 

Hiking Trails (mi.) — — 1/5,000 3 3 

Playground  1 3 1/3,000 5 4 

Ball Field  — 6 1/3,000 5 5 



29  

 

Column #1 Column #2 Column #3 Column #4 Column #5 Column #6 

Item 

Public  

Facilities 

School 

Facilities 

State 

Standards 

Township 

Standards Need  2014 

Outdoor Basketball Court  — — 1/5,000 3 3 

Ice Rink (outdoor) — — 1/20,000 1 1 

Fishing Access (ft.) — — 1,000/1,000 15,552 15,552 

Picnic Areas (tables) 2 — 1/200 77 75 

Outdoor Swimming Pools — — 1/40,000 — — 

Swimming Beaches 1 — 1/25,000 1 0 

Sledding Hills — — 1/40,000 — — 

Bicycle Trails/Walkways (mi.) — — 1/40,000 0.1 0.1 

Tennis Courts (A) — 8 1/4,000 4 4 
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Summary of Comparison Table 

The comparison table identifies the types of recreational facilities (Column #1) owned by the 

Fenton Township (Column #2) as well as those owned by Lake Fenton Community Schools within 

the township (Column #3).  The State Recreational Standards are listed in Column #4.  These 

standards have been adopted by the State of Michigan Department of Natural Resources to serve 

as a measurement of need for recreational facilities.  Column #5 shows the present demand for 

each facility, assuming State Standards are to be met.  Column #6 illustrates the deficiencies in 

the current number of facilities within Fenton Township, based on a 2010 combined village and 

township population of 15,552 people. 

The comparison table indicates there is a significant demand for many of the recreational 

facilities listed in Column #1.  There are presently about 128.5 acres of open space under the 

control of the Township, (which includes the 34.7 acres on Thompson Road owned by the 

Township but not yet developed) but 90 acres of that is in the form of nature preserves. An 

additional 115 acres of open space is owned and maintained by the Lake Fenton Community 

Schools.  While efforts are made to encourage township residents to utilize school facilities 

whenever possible, during school hours and extracurricular activities, the availability of these 

facilities for public use is limited.  For this reason, it appears that there is demand for recreational 

park land that is owned, developed, and maintained by the township. 

The comparison table indicates the need for the following:  26.5 acres of parkland; 1 soccer field, 

3 miles of hiking trails; 4 playground; 3 outdoor basketball court; 1 outdoor ice rink; 15,552 feet 

of fishing access; 75 picnic tables and 4 tennis courts.  The State standard for Bicycle 

Trails/Walkways is 1 mile per 40,000 population.    

The soccer field is demand is misleading in two ways. While not owned by the Township the Deer 

Run AYSO Soccer Park provides 16 soccer fields for use by area residents. However, input from 

recreation providers indicates that there is still a demand for additional fields. 

These findings were considered by the Parks and Recreation Committee, together with the 

results of the recreation provider interviews, in reviewing the Goals and Objectives as well as the 

Action Plan. 
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GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
 
Following review of its preliminary “prouds” and “sorries” list and comments received from 
recreation providers and participants in the Recreation Open House, the Park Board outlined a 
set of overall goals for recreation in the community.  These were refined by the Board and ROWE 
staff and reviewed and revised a second time by the Board following consideration of the findings 
of the recreation inventory.  They were used to evaluate and prioritize the action plan.  Additional 
revisions were made at direction from the Township Board based on input received during the 
plan amendment process. 
 

Goal 1 

Increase the recreational opportunities for the youth of the community to promote healthy 
lifestyles and to teach teamwork. 
 
Basis for Goal:  Several recreational providers reported that a lack of recreational facilities, 
particularly fields for softball, soccer and lacrosse have prevented them from being able to form 
an adequate number of teams to allow all of the interested children to play or have forced them 
to create teams that were too large, limiting the playing time of many of the participants.  
 
Objective 1A: Provide for a central location where multi use fields can provide needed facilities 
for teams   
 
Objective 1B:  Coordinate with Lake Fenton Community Schools, Fenton Community Schools and 
Southern Lakes Parks and Recreation to leverage existing facilities in the Township and maximize 
their usage. 
 

Goal 2 

Provide recreational opportunities that will increase opportunities for community residents to 
interact and strengthen a shared sense of community. 
 
Basis for Goal:   Members of the public indicated that an important goal for the Township 
Recreation Plan should be to provide an opportunity for members of the community to meet and 
get to know one another, whether at their child’s softball game, at an event such as “Music in 
the Park” or other similar activities 
 
Objective 2A:  Provide for a central location where a range of recreational facilities provide 
opportunities for these community building activities.  
 
Objective 2B: Work with the community organizations and recreation providers to program 
activities in available community facilities 
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Goal 3  

Provide opportunities for recreational activities that can be shared by the all family members to 
help strengthen family ties 
 
Basis for Goal: Many members of the public interviewed identified the community as “family 
friendly” To continue to promote this character; many members of the public expressed the need 
to provide recreational activities and facilities that permit families to play together 
 
Objective 3A: Provide facilities for all age ranges. 
 
Objective 3B: Identify opportunities for family based recreational use 
 

Goal 4 

Support the development of universally accessible, multi-use non-motorized paved pathways 
and water-trails within the township. 
 
Basis for Goal: Many members of the public expressed the need and support for developing a 
pathway system that provides a safe environment for walking, bicycle use, paddling and 
connectivity that promotes physical activity for all ages, abilities, and supports economic 
prosperity through alternate transportation routes.  
 
Objective 4A: Support the development of trails within Fenton Township based on the 2014 
Regional Non-motorized Trail Plan for Genesee County. 
 
Objective 4B: Support the National Heritage Water Trail designation for the Shiawassee River   
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ACTION PLAN 
 
Basis for Action Plan 

The basis for this action plan is the Park Committee’s review of its goals and objectives, their 
evaluation of existing facilities and improvements proposed by recreation providers and the 
general public. 
 

Action Plan 

A. Develop proposed Phase 1 of Fenton Township Community Park.  
The initial development of this 34.6 acre site owned by the Township on Thompson Road 
is proposed to include soccer fields, baseball/softball fields and parking.  

 
Development of Phase I is supported by Objectives 1A, and 2A of this plan. 

 
B. Develop proposed Phase II of Fenton Township Community Park. 

The second phase would build on the first, increasing the range of uses available by adding 
a sledding hill, nature center, picnic pavilions a basketball court, splash pad and dog park.  

 
Development of Phase II is supported by Objective 1A, 2A and 3A of this plan. 

 
C. Improve the Township’s ability to program and maintain recreational facilities 

Expand the Recreation Committee to include representatives of the recreational groups 
in the community and work to develop programing for the Township Park..  

 
 Development of these trails is supported by Objectives 2B, 2C and 2D of this plan.  
 
D. Establish permanent Joint Parks and Recreation Committee (Township and School) 

To help coordinate future efforts by the township and the school district the Joint Parks 
and Recreation Committee would be made a permanent joint committee reporting to 
both jurisdictions. The committee would have the responsibility of identifying and 
recruiting other organizations to work with the committee on coordinating recreation 
programming and facilities  

 
Expansion of the township’s ability to maintain and program the park is supported by 
Objectives 1B and 2B of this plan. 

 
E. Support the development of pathways as outlined in the Proposed Regional Trail 

Alignment Plan as identified in Objective 4A. 
 
F. Support the development of the National Heritage Water Trail designation for the 

Shiawassee River as identified in Objective 4B. 
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 Fenton Township Community Park Site Plan-2016 
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MAP 5 
GENESEE COUNTY REGIONAL NON-MOTORIZED TRAIL PLAN  
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Proposed Regional Trail Plan 
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APPENDIX  ( 2 0 1 6  a m e n d m e n t )  

 

•  P u b l i c  I n p u t  i n f o r m a t i o n  

•  C o m m u n i t y  R e s o l u t i o n s  o f  S u p p o r t  f o r  T r a i l s  

•  P o s t  C o m p l e t i o n  S e l f - C e r t i f i c a t i o n  R e p o r t s  ( N o t  r e q u i r e d  –  T o w n s h i p  h a s  n o t  r e c e i v e d  

M D N R  g r a n t  f u n d s )  

•  R e s o l u t i o n s  a n d  M i n u t e s   

•  C o p y  o f  N o t i c e   

•  T r a n s m i t t a l  L e t t e r s   

 

P l a n  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  C h e c k l i s t   

 

 

 

 

 



FENTON TOWNSHIP PARKS & RECREATION PLAN 2014-2018

PLAN AMENDMENT - PUBLIC INPUT SESSION

JUNE 20, 2016

Thank you for attending tonight's public input session. The Fenton Township
Board is planning to adopt an amendment to update the Township's s-year Parks
& Recreation Plan. For your reference, the Goals and Objectives and Action
Plan from the current plan are listed below. Please feel free to provide
comments, suggestions or other input that may be used to update, expand or
enhance the plan as part of the amendment process.

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

Goal 1

Increase the recreational opportunities for the youth of the community to promote
healthy lifestyles and to teach teamwork.

Basis for Goal: Several recreational providers reported that a lack of recreational
facilities, particularly fields for softball, soccer and lacrosse have prevented them
from being able to form an adequate number of teams to allow all of the
interested children to play or have forced them to create teams that were too
Iarge, Iimiting the playing time of many of the participants.

Objective IA: Provide for a central location where multi use fields can provide
needed facilities for teams

Objective IB: Coordinate with Lake Fenton Community Schools, Fenton
Community Schools and Southern Lakes Parks and Recreation to leverage
existing facilities in the Township and maximize their usage.

Goal 2

Provide recreational opportunities that will increase opportunities for community
residents to interact and strengthen a shared sense of community.

Basis for Goal: Members of the public indicated that an important goal for the
Township Recreation Plan should be to provide an opportunity for members of
the community to meet and get to know one another, whether at their child's
softball game, at an event such as "Music in the Park" or other similar activities

Objective 2A: Provide for a central location where a range of recreational
facilities provide opportunities for these community building activities.

Objective 2B: Work with the community organizations and recreation providers to
program activities in available community facilities

Goal 3

Provide opportunities for recreational activities that can be shared by the all
family members to help strengthen family ties

Basis for Goal: Many members of the public interviewed identified the community
as "family friendly" To continue to promote this character; many members of the



public expressed the need to provide recreational activities and facilities that
permit families to play together

Objective 3A: Provide facilities for all age ranges.

Objective 3B: Identify opportunities for family based recreational use

ACTION PLAN

Basis for Action Plan

The basis for this action plan is the Park Committee's review of its goals and
objectives, their evaluation of existing facilities and improvements proposed by
recreation providers and the general public.

Action Plan

A. Develop proposed Phase 1 of Fenton Township Community Park
The initial development of this 34.6 acre site owned by the Township on
Thompson Road is proposed to include soccer fields, baseball/softball fields
and parking.

Development of Phase l is supported by Objectives 1A, and 2A of this plan.

B. Develop proposed Phase II of Fenton Township Community Park
The second phase would build on the first, increasing the range of uses
available by adding a sledding hill, nature center, picnic pavilions a basketball
court and splash pad.

Development of Phase 11 is supported by Objective 1A, 2A and 3A of this
plan.

C. Improve the Township's ability to program and maintain recreational facilities
Expand the Recreation Committee to include representatives of the
recreational groups in the community and work to develop programming for
the Township Park.

Development of these trails is supported by Objectives 2B, 2C and 2D of this
plan.

D. Establish permanent Joint Parks and Recreation Committee (Township and
School)

To help coordinate future efforts by the township and the school district the
Joint Parks and Recreation Committee would be made a permanent joint
committee reporting to both jurisdictions. The committee would have the
responsibility of identifying and recruiting other organizations to work with the
committee on coordinating recreation programming and facilities

Expansion of the township's ability to maintain and program the park is
supported by Objectives I B and 2B of this plan.



CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF FENTON BOARD OF TRUSTEES

MINUTES FOR REGULAR MEETING OF JUNE 20, 2016

FENTON TOWNSHIP CMC COMMUNITY CENTER

12060 MANTAWAUKA DRIVE, FENTON, MICH?GAN

Supervisor Mathis called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.
Present: Mathis, Krug, Tucker, Goupil, Kesler, Lorraine, Shumaker, Attorney

Belzer and Operations Manager Broecker.
NoneAbsent:

OPENING PRAYER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Trustee Goupil offered the opening prayer. Supervisor Mathis Ied the pledge of
allegiance to the flag.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Motion to approve the 6/20/16 Fenton Township Board Meeting agenda as presented.
Motion by: Lorraine
Seconded: Tucker

Ayes: All
Nays: None

Motion carried. The agenda is approved.

Plante & Moran, PLLC-Financial Report for Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 2016
Supervisor Mathis introduced Pam Hill and Amar Rushing of Plante & Moran, PLLC. Ms.
Hill and Ms. Simpson reviewed several graphs outlining year-to-year changes in
revenues, expenditures and fund balance in the General Fund and cash flows in the
Sewer Fund.

Areas highlighted included:

-> Total fund balance in the General Fund increased by $118,800 to a total of
$1,535,388. Unassigned fund balance totaled 993,436, which represents
approximately s months of budgeted expenditures, which within the recommended
range of 3-s months.

-> General Fund revenues increased $13,785 from 2014.
=> General Fund expenditures increased $131 ,761 from 2013, due primarily to Building

& Grounds expense and PEG expenditures.
s All Special Revenue Funds, (Fire Protection, Solid Waste and Mosquito Control), are

financially stable with adequate fund balances.
=> The Sewer Fund experienced a slight increase in cash reserves due to operating

transfers. The fund is still able to cover the operating costs and debt payment
obligations, although the reduced cash reserves have resulted in tighter cash flows.

The board thanked Ms. Hill and Mr. Rushing for their report.

MEETING MINUTES

The minutes for the 6/6/16 regular meeting stand approved as presented.

EXPENDITURES:

Motion to approve invoices and expenditures for all funds totaling $372,299.20 for
payment as presented.
Motion by: Tucker

1



CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF FENTON BOARD OF TRUSTEES

MINUTES FOR REGULAR MEETING OF JUNE 20, 2016

Seconded: Kesler

Ayes: Mathis, Krug, Tucker, Goupil, Kesler, Lorraine, Shumaker
Nays: None

Motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

Public Input Session - Proposed Amendment to Fenton Township Parks &
Recreation Plan

Supervisor Mathis noted that the township received a $3,000 grant from the Community
Foundation of Greater Flint to cover the cost of amending the Township's existing Parks
& Recreation Plan. The primary focus of the amendment is to incorporate a regional
non-motorized pathway system into the plan, although other updates (such as the dog
park and revised Thompson Road park layout) will also be included in the amendment.
The amended plan will put Fenton Township in a more favorable position when applying
for recreation grants.

One required step in the plan amendment process is a public input session for citizens
to provide input and comments regarding recreational needs.

Public comment:

The following individuals representing the LAFF (Linden, Argentine, Fenton & Fenton
Township) Pathways group spoke in support of adding the non-motorized pathway
network to the Township's parks & recreation plan:

Ron Stack, LAFF Chairperson
Victor Lukasavitz, LAFF Government Relations Chairperson
Jesse Anderson, Red Fox Outfitters co-owner and LAFF member

They pointed out the many benefits of a community-wide network of pathways, including:
* Increased recreation opportunities

Improved health
Environmental preservation
Economic development
Increased property values
Better overall quality of Iife

*

*

Several maps were also distributed showing not only the current regional trail plan for
the LAFF area, but also extending into the Holly area.

The group has also conducted surveys showing that over 90% of local residents are in
favor of non-motorized pathways.

Maggie Yerman, 15163 Restwood Drive
Ms. Yerman is a member of the Keepers of the Shiawassee, a group that is actively
pursuing a "National Heritage Water Trail" designation for the Shiawassee River. She
requested that the water trail be included as a priority in the Township's parks &
recreation plan.
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MINUTES FOR REGULAR MEETING OF JUNE 20, 2016

Cole Merchant

Mr. Merchant's family owns farm on Silver Lake Road, along the proposed trail route. He
asked if the federally protected wetland in this area will be considered while developing
the pathway. Supervisor Mathis stated that environmental issues would be addressed
during the design of the project.

The following individuals spoke in support of adding non-motorized trails/pathways to the
Township's parks & recreation plan:

Ginger Virkler
Patti Smith

Annette Walker

David Kemp
Martha Kemp
Megan Manley
Emma Brant

Jennifer Blackwood

Monica Rynearson
Kim Weber

Their reasons for supporting non-motorized pathways include:
Benefit to the community
Improved safety
Safe biking routes for people of all ages
Improved overall community health

*

*

*

*

Ross Merchant, 4214 Silver Lake Road
Mr. Merchant expressed concern regarding a 10-foot wide pathway being constructed
across the front yards of residents. Silver Lake Road is a very busy road and an
alternate route should be considered for the pathway.

It was also noted that the updated site plan for the Thompson Road park property,
including the planned dog park, should be considered as part of the plan amendment
process.

Supervisor Mathis stated that the information gathered at this meeting will be provided to
Rowe Professional Services Company to draft the proposed amendment to the Parks &
Recreation Plan. The amendment should be prepared within the next two weeks, at
which time the Township will schedule a formal public hearing on the plan amendment,
which is tentatively scheduled for the July 25th board meeting.

REPORTS:

Marine Patrol

Trustee Goupil reported that he has spoken to Undersheriff Swanson regarding Marine
Patrol services. They will continue discussing budget scheduling in an attempt to
maximize the benefit received from the Iimited funding for marine patrol.
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Retirement Reception for Richard Cooley
Supervisor Mathis stated that the Township plans to host a reception/open house for
recently retired township attorney Richard Cooley. Affer a brief discussion the event was
tentatively scheduled for Monday 8/1/16 from 5:00pm to 8:O0pm.

COMMUNICAT?ONS:

None

ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES:

Proposed Ordinance to Repeal Obsolete Ordinances/1"' Reading
Supervisor Mathis reviewed a proposed ordinance to repeal five obsolete ordinances,
which was introduced at the 6/6/16 meeting. The ordinances are: Ordinance No. 260,
Mobile Home Parks, (adopted 1977); Ordinance No. 403, Wetland Protection, (adopted
1991); Ordinance No. 640, Plumbing Code, (adopted 2005); Ordinance No. 641,
Mechanical Code, (adopted 2005); Ordinance No. 642, Electrical Code, (adopted 2005).

There was no further discussion.

Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 789, an ordinance to repeal the following general
ordinances due to obsolescence, as presented:

Ordinance No. 260 (Mobile Home Parks)
Ordinance No. 403 (Wetland Protection)
Ordinance No. 640 (Plumbing Code)
Ordinance No. 641 (Mechanical Code)
Ordinance No. 642 (Electrical Code)

Motion by: Shumaker
Seconded: Goupil
Ayes: Mathis, Krug, Tucker, Goupil, Kesler, Lorraine, Shumaker
Nays: None

Motion carried. Ordinance declared adopted.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Reminder: Next Meeting July 11, 2016
Supervisor Mathis reminded the board that, due to holidays and election dates, township
board meetings for July and August have been scheduled on the 2nd and 4th Mondays.
Our next meeting will be in three weeks, which is Monday 7/1 1/16.

NEW BUSINESS:

Proposed Local Road Project - Hogan Road Ditching
Supervisor Mathis noted that the Township Board previously approved two Iocal road
projects for 2016: asphalt resurfacing of Wiggins Road and replacement of storm sewer
outlet on Old Linden Road at Dooley Drive. A third project has now been brought forward
as a high priority need.

The area of Hogan Road between Lahring and Smith Roads is experiencing drainage
problems that negatively impact the quality of the road. The Genesee County Road
Commission and the Township Engineer have recommended ditching this section of
road, including replacement of driveway culverts as needed, to improve the road.
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The board reviewed a revised cost analysis for 2016 Iocal road projects. Operations
Manager Broecker explained that, in order to complete all projects, it will be necessary to
amend the road improvement budget for 2016. Local road projects costs for 2014 and
2015 were a combined $184,000 under budget, therefore the General Fund has
sufficient reserves to accommodate a budget increase for this year.

Motion to approve a Iocal road project for ditching and culvert replacement on Hogan
Road between Lahring Road and Smith Road as presented.
Motion by: Tucker
Seconded: Kesler

Ayes: Mathis, Krug, Tucker, Goupil, Kesler, Lorraine, Shumaker
Nays: None

Motion carried.

Proposed Sale of 2003 Chevrolet Tahoe
Supervisor Mathis noted that the township has been attempting to sell the 2003
Chevrolet Tahoe that was previously used as the Fire Chief Vehicle. The vehicle was
placed up for auction in April on Municibid, an online auction site for governmental
agencies. When the auction concluded on 5/19/16 the highest bid was $3,700, which
was $1 ,300 below the reserve price of $5,000, so it did not sell. The Tahoe was then
placed in front of Fire Station No. 1 with a "For Sale" sign in the window and we have
now received a cash offer of $5,000.00 for the vehicle. It was noted that the offer is from
former Trustee Tony Brown and is the only offer received.

Treasurer Tucker asked Trustee Shoemaker if $5,000 was an acceptable price. Trustee
Shoemaker indicated that the Township may have been able to get a little more for the
vehicle if was advertised through Craig's List, however $5,000 is still a good price and
$800 more than the proposed trade-in.

Motion to approve the sale of the 2003 Chevrolet Tahoe, as is with no warranty, to Tony
Brown for a cash price of $5,000.00. The purchaser shall be responsible for taxes, title,
Iicensing and any other costs.
Motion by: Shumaker
Seconded: Goupil
Ayes: Mathis, Krug, Tucker, Goupil, Kesler, Lorraine, Shumaker
Nays: No

Motion carried.

BOARD COMMENT:

Trustee Goupil noted that motorists should be made aware that the ramp from Torrey
Road to northbound US-23 is in need of repair. This will be brought to the attention of
the Genesee County Road Commission and MDOT.

Treasurer Tucker asked if the recent damage to the Lahring Road overpass might be an
opportunity to add a pedestrian Iane to the bridge when it is repaired. This will be
discussed with MDOT as well.

PUBLIC COMMENT - AGENDA OR NON-AGENDA ITEMS:

Terry Garfield, 14008 Eastview Drive
Mr. Garfield asked about the status of getting someone from the State of Michigan to
meet with them regarding their mobile home park concerns. Clerk Krug responded that

s
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he is working on making contact. He had to make a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
request to obtain the names of the Mobile Home Commission members.

AD.lOlJRNa Meetingadjournedat9:05p.m.

Bonnie Mathis, Supervisor

Minutes Posted 6/21/16

Robert Krug, Clerk
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Maggie Yerman,
15163 Restwood Dr.

Linden, Ml 48451

l am a member of the Keepers of the Shiawassee and an active kayaker who enjoys paddling
the Shiawassee River and the Iakes that are part of its watershed. The river has its headwaters
in Davisbiirg with the official beginning of the trail in Holly. From there it flows into Fenton and
directly into Fenton Township by way of Lakes Ponemah, Tupper and Squaw. It then enters
Linden for a few miles then back to the township before heading to Argentine, Byron and north
to Shiawassee National Wildlife Refuge. The refuge lies in the Saginaw Bay watershed,
historically one of the Iargest and most productive ? ecosystems in Michigan. The Bad,
?, and C? Rivers flow into the Shiawassee River in the refuge. Here also the Shiawassee
converges with the Tittabawassee River to form the Saginaw River which empties into Saginaw
Bay.

Our group along with Headwaters Trails Inc in Holly and Friends of the Shiawassee in Owosso
are in the process of pursuing "National Heritage Water Trail" designation for our river. We are
working under the direction of

Sara McDonnell

Project Coordinator, University Outreach
University of Michigan-Flint
810-424-5489

and

Barbara Nelson-Jameson

National Park Service

Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program
Michigan Program Coordinator

Office- 231-334-3130

The Water Trail should be a priority in the Fenton Twp. s year Park and Recreation Plan, to
receive grants from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Ml Natural Resource Trust
Fund for any projects related to the water trail, such as a new launch site or Iaunch site
improvements. Having the water trail as a priority in the Park and Recreation Plan also shows
public support for the water trail which is one of the criteria they look at when reviewing
applications for National Water Trail designation.

We encourage you to include supporting your surrounding communities' projects along the
Shiawassee in your Parks and Recreation Plan. This includes the possible development of
property along the river for parks and launch sites.



I

Online Survey of Attitudes to
Non-Motorized Trails

Breakdown by Respondents - 224 Total
Ad targeted to all facebook users within 10 miles of City of Linden.

city of Linden - 8%
Argentine Township - 6.6%
Fenton Township - 33.2%
City of Fenton - 35.8%
Other - 1 6.6% (Tyrone and Other areas of Genesee County)

Question 1 - Have you used paved, non-motorized pathways in
other areas of the state or country?

All Respondents - Yes - 94.5% (m.o.e. 3.01%)
Fenton Township - Yes - 98.5%

Question 2 - Do you consider an area with acressible paved trails to
be more desirable to visit?

All Respondents - Yes - 95. lo/o (m.o.e. 2.35%)
Fenton Township - Yes - 92.86%

Question 2 - Do you consider an area with accessible paved trails to
be more desirable to live in?

All Respondents - Yes - 95. 1% (m.o.e. 2.35%)
Fenton Township - Yes - 91.42%
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF FENTON
12060 Mantawauka Drive

Fenton, Ml 48430-8817

Bonnie K. Mathis, Supervisor
Robert E Krug, Cier*
John R. Tucker, Treasurer
Mark A. GOU/)//, Tms*e

Phone: (810)629-1537

Fax: (810) 629-9738

Website: www.fentontownship.org
E-mail: info@fentontownship.org

Robert C. Kesler, Trustee
Vince L. Lorraine. Tmstee

Shaun P- Shumaker, Truslee

January 15, 20al5

Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission
101 Beach Street, Room 223
Flint, Ml 48502

To Whom It May Concern:

The purpose of this letter is to communicate Fenton Township's preferences for
prioritization of non-motorized trails in the Fenton area. !n general we are in agreement
with the Non-Motorized Priorities as proposed by the GCMPC. Our top three priorities
would be:

ll

l

1.

2.

3.

Silver Lake Road Trail

Owen Road Trail

Fenton Road/Leroy Street Trail

Please let me know if any additional information is needed? Thank you.

Sincerely,

Bonnie K. Mathis

Township Supervisor

?4
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The total economic impact of organized bicycling events in 2014 was

S21.9

l

(? o

The average economic impact of
self-supported touring bicyclists per trip:

I

I

I

of out-of-state self-supported
tourixig bicyclis(:s reported

?ising US Bicycle Routes 20 or 35

O

Apple Cider
Century

Total economjc impact:

51.94

f

1
out-o'f-state participants

traveled from a

non-neighboring state

lceman Cometh

Challenge
participants traveled from:

different states

and countries

Michigander
Highest average

expenditures per participaxit
of t}ye six case study evenl?s

ijl / -Y -l ?j
S

{ l -)

Iar'i O U i'i T .A ! ial 8 I {% E E P I C

participants
in20l4

were non-local participants

For more information contact Josh DeBruyn, MDOT Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator at debruynj@michigan.gov

This study was made possible through the Federal Highway Adi'ninistration State Planiiing and Research Prograi'n
administered by the Mich'igan Departmeiit ofTraiisportat3on.

?

MfrMDOT



For more information on die methodology and data so?irces, please see Section II - Metbodology
and Appendix B - Data So?irces from t}ie frill statewide report.

Tlie statewtde report is accoii'ipaiiied by an iiifograpliic }itgliltghtiiig key statistics from tl'ie
research.

111.1- Economic and Community Benefits of Bicycling in Michigan

Below is a summaxy of economic axid health benefits calculated by the stitdy team for Michigan
due to bicycling incltidiiig:

a Ho?iseliold spendmg ori bigcliiig (for both bicycle-specific and general retail) - $175
mil?ion;

W Mantifactitring - $11 million;

Q Avoided liealtb costs - $256 million;

a Reduced absenteeism - $187 millioii; and

m Event and totirism speiidiiig - $38 million.

The total bei'iefits calc?ilated for the state of Micliigan is approxitnately $668 million.

Based on interavtews with key stakeholders tbroughout the state, a immber of themes emerged
regarding the i-elationsliip between bicycling and the economy including:

wx Bicycling fits fnto a larger agenda focusiiig O]1 p{acemaking as an economic development
strategy;

t:l Micliigan could see subsmntial benefits fi-om bigcle-related tourism with appropriate
investi'nent;

s There is a gap betvveen available fuiiding and the demand for new bic5rcling it'ifrastructitre;
81 Even iii spite of the f?inding clialleiiges, Micliigan is viewed as a leader in adopting bigcle-

fi-iendly policies;

r- Biqclesareincreasinglyseenasviabletiaansportationoptions,notjustrecreational
vehicles; arid

ar Connminities and regions see oppoitiutities to link key trail iiifrastr?icture.

These themes are fur-ther explored below, along witl'i more details about the calculation of the
ecoxiomic and community benefits accrued from bigcliiig in Micliigan.

Whi?e qualitative information collected from various parttes across tbe state proved to be of
great vakie, the views and opiiiioiis expressed by stakeholders cited in this report do not
necessary represent those of MDOT.

lllllllIlllll

!}{:?
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CHAF,TER TOWNSH?P OF FENTON
RE80LuTION No. 2010-10

A resolution supporting Argentine Township's five year 2010-2014 Parks and
Recreation Plan.

IA'HEREAS the Charter Township of Fenton encourages j0fnf governmenfal
cooperation with the City of Fenton, City of Linden, and Argentine Township through
joint community and infrastructure planning because it connects adjoining community
attributes with school facilities, regional features and programs, and Genesee County
Parks; and

WHEREAS geating fntercommunity connections through multi-use pathways
arid complete streets coincides with the Charter Township of Fenton's long term
planning goals and objectives to create a safe, psdestrian-friendly environment that will
encourage residents to walk, bicycle, and in€eract with other communities without worry:
and

l

WHEREAS multi-use pathways proposed in Argentine Township"s 2010-2C)14
Parks & Recreation Plan will provide opporturiity for Fenton Township citizens and those
of adjoining communities to improve their physical health and contribute to a greener
environment: and

WHEREAS working together to support the efforts of adjoining communities to
promote smart commute and alternate forms of transportation will create strategic
growth, environmental integrity, economic prosperity, and social .equality making all the
communities in southern Genesee County great places to work, live and play.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Fenton Township Board of
TrQstees hereb  dacJareS its3 support for Argentine Township's 2010-2014 Parks &
Recreation Plan.

Motion to adopt resolution No. 201 0-1 0 as presented:
Motion by: Kru4
Seconded: Brown

Ayes: Mafhis, Krug, Tucker, Brown, Goupil, Hill, Kesler
Nays: None

Motion carried. Resolution declared adopted.

STATE OF MICH?GAN )
) 88:

COUNTY OF GENESEE )

l HEREBY CERT?FY that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a
resolution adopted by the Township Board of the Charter Township of Fenton, County of
Genesee, State of Michigan, at a regular meeting held on March 15, 2010, and that said
meeting was conducted and public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to and ia
fLltl complfance with !he Open Meetfngs Acf, be!ng Act 267, Public Acts of M!chigan,
1976, and that the minutes of said meeting were Icept and wilt be or have been roads
available as required by said Act.

l

.:: La'$-=?'
Thomas Broecker, Deputy Clerk
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Animal Care
Services

We accept Visa/Mastercard

• Sidewalks 
• Porches 
• Patios 
• Retaining Walls 
• Powerwashing
• Sealing

248-396-3317

McDonald’s Brick
Paving and Repair

Complete Installation 
and Repairs

Brick Paving

Built to Last!
Licensed & Insured  #2101141607

Dan McNeill
810-931-8644

CUSTOM BUILDING 
& REMODELING

• Residential Remodel
• New Construction
• Roofing & Siding
• Decks & Additions

SPRING SPECIAL

20% OFF

810-691-9266
Fair • Honest • Prompt
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed & Insured • 28 years exp.

ROOFING
GUTTER & 

SIDING REPAIR

www.whiteandsonsroofs.com

White & Sons
Roofing LLC
Let’s Protect Your Home

Roofing

B.H.I.

810.423.5813
MIROOFINGEXPERTS.COM

 FULL SERVICE  
ROOFING COMPANY

SPRING ROOFING SALE

20% OFF
Windows • Doors • Siding
Gutters & Downspouts

Porches & Decks
Free Estimates

Senior Discounts
Res./Com.•Lic./Ins.•30+ yrs. exp.

Call for details.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

SERVICE OR  
FREE ESTIMATES

734-780-7777
www.dogwatchlaughinglab.com

Tree Services

Sand and Gravel

810-735-4646

Specializing in Small Loads
1-5 yards

Dave’s Trucking

1-5 yards

30+ Years 
Experience

SAND, STONE, 
TOPSOIL & MULCH 

DELIVERED

Concrete

Coins/Collectibles

LEGACY COIN SHOP
810-394-1361

Coins & Currency • Collections 
Baseball Cards & Memorabilia 

Military & Civil War
Old Toys, Art, Fishing Lures & Decoys 

Entire Estates

Call ahead, we may be out on appraisals

HIGHEST PAYOUTS 
ON

DON'T SELL YOUR ITEMS 
FOR LESS SOMEWHERE ELSE

8266 Silver Lake Rd., 
Linden, MI 48451

(Near corner of Seymour Rd.)

John Schaefer

Bobcat & 
Concrete
 Services

Driveways • Floors
Footings • Decorative

Tear Out & Replace
Licensed & Insured

Home: 810-266-4162
Cell:  810-240-7078

Byron, MI

CONCRETE WORK
PAVING BRICK

Same Day Calls Returned

• Garage & Pole Barn Floors
• Driveways & Porches

• Patios & Walks

810•629•7200
Licensed & Insured

Also:
 Replacement Work, Retaining 

Walls, & Bobcat Work

•Free Estimates 
•Prompt Response  
• No Overtime Charges
• Troubleshooting
• 24/7 Service
• Licensed & Insured

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL/RESIDENTIAL

810-266-4090
810-714-0022
www.rsdaley.com

Electrical

Painting/
Wallpapering

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL
Interior & Exterior Painting
Brush & Roll • Spraying

Powerwashing•Decks•Staining
Caulking • Wallpaper Removal

Drywall & Plaster Repairs
INSURANCE REPAIRS

FREE ESTIMATES
(810) 750-1640 • (313) 690-9085 Cell

Professional Craftsman
MA Peterson Painting

35yrs 
exp.

248-210-8392

All Size Jobs
Call Back Guarantee
25 Years Experience

FULL SERVICE

PAINTING

lauricellapaintinginc@yahoo.com

PAINTING

LAURICELLA 
PAINTING

Based in Fenton

Organiaztional
Skills

We are a detail service for your home 
or office, cleaning as we organize and 
declutter. We even have resale buyers 

for the stuff you don’t need!

BASEMENTS • GARAGE  • CLOSETS 
OFFICE • KITCHEN • MOVING

CLEANING AS WE ORGANIZE!

Can your soul 
be at rest  

when your house 
is a mess?

Call Susan or Randy

810.348.9822

THE COMPULSIVE

Free Estimates • Same Day Call Back
Insured & Bonded

Lawn & Garden

21st Annual 
Summer Plant Sale
Auburn Oaks Wholesale Nursery

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
June 17-19th | 9-4pm

• Densi Yews $18 each

• Most one gallon perennials 
 starting at $4 each

• All topiary 30% to 50% off

• Nursery stock trees, 
 shrubs and much more!

8048 Allen Rd. • Fenton

810-629-7848

Lawn Services

We are combat ready for all 
your lawn care needs!

Mowing • Trimming 
Edging • Brush Hogging 
Rototilling • Fertilizing

Lawn Aeration • Dethatching 
Lawn Rolling 

Tree & Brush Chipping
Tree Removal/Trimming

Mosquito Control

Duane

810-275-4241

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Duane

Workers are 

U.S. Citizens

BARTLETT 
LAWN SERVICE
Spring Clean-Ups

Residential / Commercial
Fully Insured • Licensed

36 Years Experience

Landscaping
Services

• Lot Clearing
• Tree Work
• Edging
• Hedge Trimming
• Spring Clean-up

FREE ESTIMATES
Available 7 days a week

CODY’S OUTDOOR
ESSENTIALS & SERVICES

Licensed & Insured
Call Cody 810-625-4034

TREE REMOVAL 
& LANDSCAPING 

Handyman

HANDYMAN
MIKE

All types of home 
improvements

Give me a call, I do it all!
810-964-9559

HANDYMAN
Plumbing, Painting, Drywall, 
Roofing and Siding Repair. 

Call 810-618-5240 
or 810-629-6729

Plumbing, Painting, Drywall, 
Roofing and Siding Repair. 

Home
Improvement

ZEN at WORK

Doors, Windows, Floors, 
Walls, Decks, Siding, 
Electrical & Plumbing.

Water damage solutions.

810-624-0164

ZEN at WORK
Home & 
Building 
Repair

We Fix What’s Broken!

www.thezenatwork.com
Since 1979 - Satisfaction Guaranteed!

Jeff Creed
General Contractor
810-635-2111

(2 Hour Minimum)
• Post Holes
• Backhoe
• Tracks
• Forks

• Trucking
• 5 Yard Dump
• Stake Rack

LICENSED & INSURED

Skid Steer $60/hour

Building/
Remodeling

Fencing

735-7967

Notice of Public Input Session 
Fenton Township Parks and Recreation 

Plan Amendment

The Fenton Township Board will conduct a public input session to obtain citizen 
input for a planned amendment to the 2014-2018 Fenton Township Parks and 
Recreation Plan. The input session will be part of the Fenton Township Board 
meeting to be held on Monday June 20, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. at the Fenton Township 
Hall, 12060 Mantawauka Drive, Fenton, MI 48430. 

Robert E. Krug
Fenton Township Clerk

NOTICE OF ERROR
It is the responsibility 
of the advertiser to 

check the correctness 
of each insertion of an 

advertisement. 
The Tri-County Times will 

not be responsible for more 
than one incorrect insertion 
and for only that portion that 

may have been rendered 
valueless by an error.

Owner

Michael W. Smith
Cell (810) 962-6427
Home (810) 208-7589

Serving Fenton & surrounding areas
Licensed & Insured

Smitty’s
Lawn & Tree

Service
Tree Trimming & Removal

Stump Grinding
Spring & Fall Clean-Up

Brush Clean-Up

FAST & 
AFFORDABLE

HOLTSLANDER & SON’S  
TREE SERVICE LLC

• Tree trimming & removal
• Stump & brush removal
• Lot clearing
• Licensed & insured
• Free Estimates

(810) 280-8963
holtslandertreeservice.com

RONALD’S
TREESERVICE

Fully 

Insured

ronaldstreeservice.com

Locally Owned and Operated

For a FREE ESTIMATE 
at 810-735-6775
or 877-895-7957

Owner, Craig Ronald

• Tree Removal/Tree Trimming
• Brush Chipping/
 Stump Grinding
• Storm Damage
• Fertilizing & 
 Deep Root 
 Fertilizing

License #’s d6319P, 250119

FREE QUOTES 
LICENSE & INSURED

Senior & Veteran Discounts

TREE 
SERVICE
Randy Hunt, Owner

810-471-3869

TREE
SPECIALIST

Stump Grinding

(810) 730-7262
(810) 629-9215

We Grind Them All!

DS&     STUMP 
GRINDING
     STUMP 
GRINDING

BIG OR  SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES
INSURED

SMALL YARD ACCESSIBLE
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Notice of Public Review and Public Hearing
Fenton Township Five Year Parks and 

Recreation Plan Amendment

Copies of the draft of the 2014-2018 Fenton Township Parks and Recreation Plan 
Amendment will be available for public inspection starting Monday July 11, 2016 
at the Fenton Township Hall, 12060 Mantawauka Drive, Fenton MI 48430

Comments on the plan should be directed to the Fenton Township Board at 12060 
Mantawauka Drive, Fenton MI 48430. The comment period will end on July 25, 
2016, prior to the public hearing on the draft plan amendment.

The Fenton Township Board will conduct a public hearing on the draft plan amend-
ment at the Fenton Township Board meeting on Monday July 25, 2016 at 7:30 pm 
at the Fenton Township Hall. The public is welcome to attend this hearing.

Robert E. Krug
Fenton Township Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE
GROVELAND TWP.

GROVELAND TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS
Deferment of Summer Taxes

   Application for deferment of Summer Taxes are available at the Township Hall.  
Principal residents who are Senior citizens, paraplegics, quadriplegics, eligible 
serviceman, eligible veterans, eligible widows, blind persons or totally and per-
manently disabled, who can verify that their household income for the preceding 
calendar year did not exceed $40,000, are eligible for Summer Tax Deferment until 
February 14, 2017. Also, Agricultural Real Property, if the gross receipt of agricul-
tural or horticultural operations in the previous year or average gross receipts in 
the past 3 years are not less than your household income for the preceding year 
or the combined household incomes in the previous year, as per state require-
ments. These forms must be signed and returned to Township Office not later than 
September 14, 2016.
   If you have any question, please call Shelly Kidd, Deputy Treasurer Groveland 
Township at (248) 634-4152.

Service Directory
Tree Services

Painting/
Wallpapering

Lawn Services

We are combat ready for all 
your lawn care needs!

Mowing • Trimming 
Edging • Brush Hogging 
Rototilling • Fertilizing

Lawn Aeration • Dethatching 
Lawn Rolling 

Tree & Brush Chipping
Tree Removal/Trimming

Mosquito Control

Duane

810-275-4241

FREE 
ESTIMATESWorkers are 

U.S. Citizens

BARTLETT 
LAWN SERVICE
Spring Clean-Ups

Residential / Commercial
Fully Insured • Licensed

36 Years Experience

Landscaping
Services

• Lot Clearing
• Tree Work
• Edging
• Hedge Trimming
• Spring Clean-up

FREE ESTIMATES
Available 7 days a week

CODY’S OUTDOOR
ESSENTIALS & SERVICES

Licensed & Insured
Call Cody 810-625-4034

TREE REMOVAL 
& LANDSCAPING 

B.H.I.

810.423.5813
MIROOFINGEXPERTS.COM

 FULL SERVICE  
ROOFING COMPANY

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

ROOFING 
SPECIALS

Windows • Doors • Siding
Gutters & Downspouts

Porches & Decks
Free Estimates

Senior Discounts
Res./Com.•Lic./Ins.•30+ yrs. exp.

GOING ON NOW

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Roofing

RONALD’S
TREESERVICE

Fully 
Insured

ronaldstreeservice.com

Locally Owned and Operated

For a FREE ESTIMATE 
at 810-735-6775
or 877-895-7957

Owner, Craig Ronald

• Tree Removal/Tree Trimming
• Brush Chipping/
 Stump Grinding
• Storm Damage
• Fertilizing & 
 Deep Root 
 Fertilizing

License #’s d6319P, 250119

FAST & 
AFFORDABLE

HOLTSLANDER & SON’S  
TREE SERVICE LLC

• Tree trimming & removal
• Stump & brush removal
• Lot clearing
• Licensed & insured
• Free Estimates

(810) 280-8963
holtslandertreeservice.com

Owner

Michael W. Smith
Cell (810) 962-6427
Home (810) 208-7589

Serving Fenton & surrounding areas
Licensed & Insured

Smitty’s
Lawn & Tree

Service
Tree Trimming & Removal

Stump Grinding
Spring & Fall Clean-Up

Brush Clean-Up248-210-8392

All Size Jobs
Call Back Guarantee
25 Years Experience

FULL SERVICE

PAINTING

lauricellapaintinginc@yahoo.com

LAURICELLA 
PAINTING

Based in Fenton

Sand and Gravel

810-735-4646

Specializing in Small Loads
1-5 yards

Dave’s Trucking

30+ Years 
Experience

SAND, STONE, 
TOPSOIL & MULCH 

DELIVERED

Stump Grinding

Scot Brothers, Owner
517.643.8813

Brotherstreeandlandscape.com
Fenton | MI

Licensed & Insured  |  7 Days a Week

Coins/Collectibles

LEGACY COIN SHOP
810-394-1361

Coins & Currency • Collections 
Baseball Cards & Memorabilia 

Military & Civil War
Old Toys, Art, Fishing Lures & Decoys 

Entire Estates

Call ahead, we may be out on appraisals

HIGHEST PAYOUTS 
ON

DON'T SELL YOUR ITEMS 
FOR LESS SOMEWHERE ELSE

8266 Silver Lake Rd., 
Linden, MI 48451

(Near corner of Seymour Rd.)

Concrete

John Schaefer

Bobcat & 
Concrete
 Services

Driveways • Floors
Footings • Decorative

Tear Out & Replace
Licensed & Insured

Home: 810-266-4162
Cell:  810-240-7078

Byron, MI

CONCRETE WORK
PAVING BRICK

Same Day Calls Returned

• Garage & Pole Barn Floors
• Driveways & Porches

• Patios & Walks

810•629•7200
Licensed & Insured

Also:
 Replacement Work, Retaining 

Walls, & Bobcat Work

Home
Improvement

ZEN at WORK

Doors, Windows, Floors, 
Walls, Decks, Siding, 
Electrical & Plumbing.

Water damage solutions.

810-624-0164

Home & 
Building 
Repair

We Fix What’s Broken!

www.thezenatwork.com
Since 1979 - Satisfaction Guaranteed!

Handyman

HANDYMAN
MIKE

All types of home 
improvements

Give me a call, I do it all!
810-964-9559

HANDYMAN
Plumbing, Painting, Drywall, 
Roofing and Siding Repair. 

Call 810-618-5240 
or 810-629-6729

•Free Estimates 
•Prompt Response  
• No Overtime Charges
• Troubleshooting
• 24/7 Service
• Licensed & Insured

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL/RESIDENTIAL

810-266-4090
810-714-0022
www.rsdaley.com

Electrical

Roofing

810-691-9266
Fair • Honest • Prompt
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed & Insured • 28 years exp.

ROOFING
GUTTER & 

SIDING REPAIR

www.whiteandsonsroofs.com

White & Sons
Roofing LLC
Let’s Protect Your Home

We accept Visa/Mastercard

• Sidewalks 
• Porches 
• Patios 
• Retaining Walls 
• Powerwashing
• Sealing

248-396-3317

McDonald’s Brick
Paving and Repair

Complete Installation 
and Repairs

Brick Paving

Building/
Remodeling

Built to Last!
Licensed & Insured  #2101141607

Dan McNeill
810-931-8644

CUSTOM BUILDING 
& REMODELING

• Residential Remodel
• New Construction
• Roofing & Siding
• Decks & Additions

SUMMER SPECIAL

20% OFF
Labor Only

(810) 730-7262
(810) 629-9215

DS&     STUMP 
GRINDING
     STUMP 
GRINDING

810-433-6822

HIGH-QUALITY 
COMMERCIAL VIDEOS

Video Taping
& Production

810-735-7967

PROTECT YOUR 
HOME INVESTMENT

www.tctimes.com

Animal Care 
Services

SERVICE OR  
FREE ESTIMATES
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FENTON TOWNSHIP CIVIC COMMUNITY CENTER 

12060 MANTAWAUKA DRIVE, FENTON, MICHIGAN 
 
Supervisor Mathis called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
Present: Mathis, Krug, Tucker, Goupil, Kesler, Lorraine, Shumaker, Attorney Doyle 

and Operations Manager Broecker. 
Absent: None 
 

OPENING PRAYER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
Trustee Goupil offered the opening prayer. Supervisor Mathis led the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag.  

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
Motion to approve the 7/25/16 Fenton Township Board Meeting agenda as presented. 
  Motion by: Tucker 
  Seconded: Kesler 
  Ayes:  All 
  Nays:  None 
Motion carried. The agenda is approved. 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
The minutes for the 7/11/16 regular meeting stand approved as presented. 

 

EXPENDITURES: 
Motion to approve invoices and expenditures for all funds totaling $196,025.05 for 
payment as presented.  
  Motion by: Lorraine 
  Seconded: Tucker 
  Ayes:  Mathis, Krug, Tucker, Goupil, Kesler, Lorraine, Shumaker 
  Nays:  None 
Motion carried. 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

Fenton Township Parks & Recreation Plan Amendment 
Supervisor Mathis opened a public hearing on a proposed amendment to the Fenton 
Township Parks & Recreation Plan, which is based on input obtained at the 6/20/16 
board meeting, and has been on file at the township for the past two weeks. Doug 
Schultz of Rowe Professional Services provided a brief overview of the amendment 
process and noted that the main thrust of the amendment is to incorporate a non-
motorized pathway network into the plan. 
 
Public comment: 
Victor Lukasavitz, LAFF 
Mr. Lukasavitz thanked the board for moving forward with the plan amendment. A 
regional non-motorized pathway network will be a great benefit to the community. He 
also urged the board to consider taking the plan further by developing plans and budgets 
for specific recreational improvements. 
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A letter was also received from Ross and Cathy Merchant of 4214 Silver Lake Road. 
They expressed concerns over the location of a pathway in front of their property, the 
impact on their property and the impact on the wetlands. 
 
Clerk Krug presented the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2016-08 
 

WHEREAS, the Charter Township of Fenton has undertaken a Parks and 
Recreation Plan Amendment which describes changes to the Five Year Parks and 
Recreation Plan originally adopted in 2014 and indicates actions to be taken to improve 
and maintain recreation facilities during the same five year period, and 
 

WHEREAS, a public comment session was held June 20, 2016 at the Fenton 
Township Civic Community Center to provide an opportunity for citizens to provide 
input to be included in the Recreation Plan Amendment, and 

 
WHEREAS, a public hearing was held July 25, 2016 at the Fenton Township 

Civic Community Center to provide an opportunity for citizens to express opinions, ask 
questions, and discuss all aspects of the Recreation Plan Amendment, and 
 

WHEREAS, after the public hearing, the Fenton Township Board has 
determined to move forward with the adoption of said Recreation Plan Amendment. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Township Board of the Charter 
Township of Fenton hereby adopts the Fenton Township Parks and Recreation Plan 
2014-2018 Amendment as presented. 

 
Motion to adopt Resolution No. 2016-08, as presented. 
  Motion by: Tucker 
  Seconded: Mathis 
  Ayes:  Mathis, Tucker, Goupil, Kesler, Lorraine, Shumaker 
  Nays:  Krug 
Motion carried. Resolution declared adopted. 
 

REPORTS: 

Ordinance Enforcement 2nd Quarter Report 
The board briefly reviewed the second quarter report from Ordinance Enforcement 
Officer Tom Hosie. Blight, tall grass and zoning issues had the highest volume of 
complaints for the quarter. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day – 8/20/16 
Supervisor Mathis announced that there will be a summer Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection Day this year. The event will be held on Saturday 8/20/16 from 10:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. at the Flint East Water Service Center and Lake Fenton High School.  
 
 
 
 

ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES: 



CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF FENTON 
RESOLUTION NO. 2016-08 

 
A Resolution to Adopt and Amendment to the Fenton Township 2014-2018 Parks 

and Recreation Plan 
 

WHEREAS, the Charter Township of Fenton has undertaken a Parks and 
Recreation Plan Amendment which describes changes to the Five Year Parks and 
Recreation Plan originally adopted in 2014 and indicates actions to be taken to improve 
and maintain recreation facilities during the same five year period, and 
 

WHEREAS, a public comment session was held June 20, 2016 at the Fenton 
Township Civic Community Center to provide an opportunity for citizens to provide input 
to be included in the Recreation Plan Amendment, and 

 
WHEREAS, a public hearing was held July 25, 2016 at the Fenton Township 

Civic Community Center to provide an opportunity for citizens to express opinions, ask 
questions, and discuss all aspects of the Recreation Plan Amendment, and 
 

WHEREAS, after the public hearing, the Fenton Township Board has 
determined to move forward with the adoption of said Recreation Plan Amendment. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Township Board of the Charter 
Township of Fenton hereby adopts the Fenton Township Parks and Recreation Plan 
2014-2018 Amendment as presented. 

 
Motion to adopt Resolution No. 2016-08, as presented. 
  Motion by: Tucker 
  Seconded: Mathis 
  Ayes:  Mathis, Tucker, Goupil, Kesler, Lorraine, Shumaker 
  Nays:  Krug 
Motion carried. Resolution declared adopted. 
             
 

STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
    )  SS: 
COUNTY OF GENESEE ) 
 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a 
resolution adopted by the Township Board of the Charter Township of Fenton, County of 
Genesee, State of Michigan, at a regular meeting held on July 25, 2016, and that said 
meeting was conducted and public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to and in 
full compliance with the Open Meetings Act, being Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 
1976, and that the minutes of said meeting were kept and will be or have been made 
available as required by said Act. 
 

          
      Thomas Broecker, Deputy Clerk 
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Rezoning #R16-003, Charles Chapple, parcel 06-03-200-014, (11220 Torrey Road); 

R-3 to M-2 (Conditional Rezoning)/1st Reading  
Supervisor Mathis introduced a proposed Zoning Ordinance amendment to rezone 
property on Torrey Road from R-3 to M-2, with conditions. Treasurer Tucker explained 
that applicant initially request a “straight” rezoning to M-2. The Planning Commission 
was not comfortable with all uses under the M-2 zoning district so the applicant offered 
to include conditions to restrict the use. He also noted that this request brought to light 
the need to revisit and update the Thompson Road Corridor Plan. The Planning 
Commission unanimously recommended approval of the conditional rezoning. Trustee 
Shumaker suggested that the board consider not acting on this application until the 
Thompson Road Corridor Plan is updated. Treasurer Tucker stated that, for most any 
other rezoning request within the corridor area, he would agree with that approach. This 
property, however, is small and boxed in by the existing bowling alley and the new Miller 
Industries facility. He does not believe this rezoning negatively impacts the potential 
updating of the Thompson Road Corridor Plan. 
 
There was no public comment. The second reading of the proposed ordinance will be 
conducted at the 8/8/16 meeting. 
 

Rezoning #R16-004, Steve Steffey, parcel 06-04-200-017, (north of 4150 Thompson 

Road); R-2 to R-3/ 1st Reading 
Supervisor Mathis introduced a proposed Zoning Ordinance amendment to rezone 
property off Thompson Road from R-2 to R-3. Treasurer Tucker explained that the 
applicant is purchasing the property from a neighbor to add to his existing parcel. In 
order to do so, both properties must be in the same zoning district. He also noted that 
the rezoning would be in compliance with the Future Land Use Plan designation of 
medium density residential. 
 
There was no public comment. The second reading of the proposed ordinance will be 
conducted at the 8/8/16 meeting. 
 

Rezoning #R16-005, Michael Krause, parcels 06-19-100-034 & 06-19-100-021 (14083 

Hogan Road); R-3 to R-1/1st Reading 
Supervisor Mathis introduced a proposed Zoning Ordinance amendment to rezone 
property on Hogan Road from R-3 to R-1. Treasurer Tucker explained that the request is 
to “down zone” property from R-3 to R-1, which would give the property owner an 
opportunity to apply for a Special Use Permit to keep chickens on the property. 
Ultimately the Planning Commission recommended denial based on language in the 
Future Land Use Plan that indicates that agricultural uses would be phased out over 
time. 
 
Public Comment: 
Michael Krause, 14083 Hogan Road 
Mr. Krause explained that he has owned the property for 20 years and has always raised 
chickens. The property was zoning AG (Agricultural) at one time. He is willing to install 
fences and move the chickens to the north end of the property if that would make the 
rezoning more acceptable. 
 
 
Russ Tithof, 14097 Hogan Road 
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Mr. Tithof, who lives next to the subject property, clarified that the 1-acre parcel that 
currently has the chickens was not part of the property that was once zoned AG and has 
been owned by Mr. Krause for much less than 20 years. He also stated that there have 
been many instances where the chickens have wandered onto his property. Mr. Tithof 
cited studies that indicate that backyard chickens are a significant cause of disease, and 
he believes the illegal agricultural uses on the subject property have negatively impacted 
the value of his property. He also pointed out that about half of the subject property is 
wetland and therefore not large enough to support agricultural uses. 
 
Jamie Reager, 14109 Hogan Road 
Ms. Reager is also a neighbor to the subject property. She has not had a problem with 
chickens coming into her yard but the noise is a nuisance. She is not in favor of the 
rezoning request. 
 
There was no further public comment. The second reading of the proposed ordinance 
will be conducted at the 8/8/16 meeting. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

Reminder – Reception for Richard Cooley 8/1/16, 5:00-8:00 p.m. 
Supervisor Mathis reminded the board that the Township is hosting an informal reception 
for retired Township Attorney Dick Cooley next Monday 8/1/16 from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Resolution No. 2016-09, Schedule Public Hearing on Special Assessment Roll for 

Lake Valley Road Improvement Special Assessment District 
Operations Manager Broecker reminded the board that a special assessment district 
was established in October 2015 to repave Lake Valley Drive, Lake Valley Court and 
South Lake Valley Drive. The Genesee County Road Commission (GCRC) recently 
completed final engineering & construction plans and put the project out for bids. Bids 
were opened and tabulated earlier today and it is anticipated that GCRC will award a 
contract at their 8/16/16 meeting, with construction beginning within 10 days of contract 
award. In order to complete the special assessment process in a timely manner, the 
Township needs to conduct a public hearing at the 8/8/16 meeting to confirm the special 
assessment roll for this project. Clerk Krug presented the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2016-09 
 

 WHEREAS, the Supervisor and assessing officer of Fenton Township has, in 
accordance with the Resolution of the Fenton Township Board and the laws and statutes 
pertinent thereto, prepared a special assessment roll in the total amount of $778,862.00 
covering all parcels of land in the Lake Valley Road Improvement Special Assessment 
District, and has affixed thereto her Certificate as required by said Resolution; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said special assessment roll shall 
be filed with the Township Clerk and shall be available for public examination during 
regular business hours of regular business days from the present date until the public 
hearing upon the same and shall further be examined at such public hearing, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Fenton Township Board shall meet at 
7:30 p.m. on August 8, 2016 at the Fenton Township Civic Community Center located at 
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12060 Mantawauka Drive, within the Township, to review such special assessment roll 
and hear any objections thereto, and 
 
 BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Township Clerk shall cause notice of such 
hearing and the filing of such assessment roll to be published twice in a newspaper of 
local circulation prior to the date of the hearing, with the first publication being not less 
than ten (10) days prior to the hearing and shall further cause notice of such hearing to 
be mailed by First Class Mail to all owners of or persons having an ownership interest in 
property within the Lake Valley Road Improvement Special Assessment District as 
shown on the current assessment roll of the Township also at least ten (10) days prior to 
said hearing, all in accordance with the law and statute provided. 
 
Motion to adopt Resolution No. 2016-09, as presented. 
  Motion by: Krug 
  Seconded: Shumaker 
  Ayes:  Mathis, Krug, Tucker, Goupil, Kesler, Lorraine, Shumaker 
  Nays:  None 
Motion carried. Resolution declared adopted. 
 

BOARD COMMENT: 
Clerk Krug reported that a meeting last week with Representative Graves, local 
residents and representatives from LARA regarding the Lake Ponemah Mobile Home 
Park went very well. One concept that came out of the meeting was to potentially adopt 
an ordinance to allow inspection of multi-unit rental properties, including mobile home 
parks, (complaint-driven only). The board discussed the merits of such an ordinance and 
also the issues that create concern. This will be researched further. 
 
Treasurer Tucker reported that attempts to convince MDOT to add a non-motorized trail 
to the Lahring Road bridge while it is being repaired not likely to go anywhere because 
the repairs are being paid by insurance. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT – AGENDA OR NON-AGENDA ITEMS: 
Maggie Yerman 
Ms. Yerman thanked board for including water trail in the Parks & Recreation Plan 
amendment. 
 

ADJOURN: Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

             
Bonnie Mathis, Supervisor    Robert Krug, Clerk 
 

    Minutes Posted 7/26/16  
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Southern Lakes Regional Metropolitan Parks & Recreation District 
Board of Commissioners Meeting- Thursday, October 28th, 2021 

6:00pm 
Held via Zoom 

 
Call to Order 
Chairperson Lockwood called the meeting to order at 6:02pm 
 
Attendance 
Present: Patricia Lockwood, David McDermott, Brenda Simons, Rob Kesler, Christine Reid 
Delayed: Ray Culbert 
Roll Call:   Ms. Lockwood declared there was a quorum with five board members 
Staff Present: Ed Koledo, Shirley Priestap 
Public Present: None 
 
Call to the Audience: 
None present 
 
Approval of Consent Agenda 

• Approval of the September 23rd, 2021 regular meeting minutes 

• Approval of the October 14th, 2021 special meeting minutes 

• Approval of Treasurer’s Report: 
o Bills paid prior to October 28th, 2021 in the amount $ 106,508.35 
o Payroll paid prior to October 28th, 2021 in the amount of $ 18,162.22 

o September 2021 Financial Statements 

Motion by McDermott, seconded by Simons to approve consent agenda as presented. 
Motion Carried: 5 Ayes, 0 Nays 
 
Mr. Culbert joined the meeting. 
 
Executive Director’s Report:  Koledo noted no Pathway updates since the special meeting. He reported that of the 
eighteen easement, twelve letters went out and six are being completed. A list of community interactions was 
presented. He highlighted the staff BBQ open house where employees, instructors and board member Lockwood 
met to get to know each other better. Also highlighted was the ‘thank you’ breakfast for those involved in making 
the Street Experience happen and the FARR fundraising event. Lockwood noted the upcoming ‘Street Experience 
critique’ meeting. Simons stated she’d like to see a similar event in Linden next year. 
 
Koledo announced the sale of the skate park to Jupiter Skate in Linden for $1,200. He also informed the board 
that the FCCC/SLPR Letter of Understanding is under review re: revision recommendations. He stated that the 
FCCC board has not met for several months and a plan for the City of Fenton to appoint new members is pending. 
 
Accounting Coordinator’s Report:  Priestap stated the bills paid prior to the meeting were higher than usual due 
to the payment to NFE for pathway easement and trail scope expenditures to be reimbursed by LAFF on a 
quarterly basis. She stated the expenditures for the Farmer’s Market and Street Experience will be billed back to 
the City of Fenton DDA next month when it is certain all the outstanding invoices have been paid. Priestap 
presented a spreadsheet to illustrate the comparison of programming with the current year to date and 2020, 
noting Driver’s Training and Fitness have remained consistent, with gymnastics bouncing back. Dance is down due 
to no Spring recital and AAU volleyball is down due to no Winter season. Other instructional programs such as 
soccer, martial arts and flag football are doing well. 
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Action Item: Phase 3 Matching Fund Commitment - $20,000  
Koledo explained of the $112,500 required commitment, all municipalities (Fenton, Linden, Fenton Township, and 
SLPR) had approved and pledged $20,000 to the matching fund, except for Argentine Township who had not. He 
asked the board for consideration on pledging the outstanding $20,000 to make the difference so the TAP grant 
process could move forward by the deadline, which was the end of the week.  
 
Motion by: Lockwood, seconded by Culbert to have SLPR provide an additional $20,000 towards the Phase 3 
Matching Fund Commitment for Fenton Township’s Genesee County Road Commission TAP Grant application for 
phase 1 of the Owen Road and Fenton Road Connector Trails.  
 
A discussion followed to clarify that providing this additional $20,000 at this time allows Argentine Township time 
to approve supporting the application with matching funds at their November council meeting. Furthermore, if 
Argentine Township does not pass the matching funds commitment at the $20,000 level, planning to recoup the 
additional monies SLPR has extended will be determined by other parties to the agreement, including SLPR. 
Roll Call: 
Reid  Aye 
Kesler  Aye 
Simons  Aye 
Culbert  Aye 
McDermott Aye 
Lockwood Aye 
 
Motion Carried:  6 Ayes, 0 Nays 
 
Item for Discussion:  SLPR Charter Update 
Koledo discussed the planning meeting with representatives from Rowe and presented the Charter with the 
changes previously discussed to Article 5, Paragraph A. He reiterated the necessity of updating the Charter with 
the language to assign responsibility of any land acquired through MDNR grants. A discussion followed re: the 
timeline for ballot application, ballot language, and the plan to present it to the public. 
 
Item for Discussion:  SLPR/Loose Financial/Cooperative Agreement 
Koledo presented the agreement with noted changes for discussion. It was the board’s consensus that it be clearly 
stated as a one-year agreement; that an annual in-person presentation be made to the SLPR board by Loose; and 
the SLPR Chairperson will hold a seat on the Loose board. Koledo stated he and Gabrielson would meet to 
hammer out the details, make the changes with the Board’s intent, and have it ready for approval at the next 
meeting.  
 
Item for Discussion:  Five-Year Parks & Recreation Master Plan Update 
Koledo presented a timeline for the preparation, review, public hearing, approval, and submission of the Master 
Plan to the MDNR by February 1st of 2022. Also presented were the Master Plan public survey questions. A 
discussion and review followed and it was noted that the surveys would go out to the public via ‘Survey Monkey’, 
email, social media, and the paper. 
 
Commissioner Comments:  Simons stated the mural was approved by the Linden City Council and now it will go to 

the DDA. Culbert noted nothing new on the FACT PEG but a meeting is scheduled for November 11th.  

Next Meeting 
There was discussion about the remaining meetings for 2021. It was the board’s consensus to cancel the 
November meeting and change the December meeting to Wednesday, December 8th. 
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Next Regular Monthly Meeting: Wednesday, December 8th, 2021 at 6:00pm via zoom  
 
Adjournment 
Chairperson Lockwood adjourned the meeting at 6:53pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted, David McDermott, Secretary 
Recording Secretary, Shirley Priestap 
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Southern Lakes Regional Metropolitan Parks & Recreation District 
Board of Commissioners Meeting- Wednesday, December 8th, 2021 

6:00pm 
Held via Zoom 

 
Call to Order 
Chairperson Lockwood called the meeting to order at 6:00pm 
 
Attendance 
Present: Patricia Lockwood, Ray Culbert, Rob Kesler, Christine Reid 
Delayed: Brenda Simons 
Excused: David McDermott 
Roll Call:   Ms. Lockwood declared there was a quorum with four board members 
Staff Present: Ed Koledo, Shirley Priestap 
Public Present: None 
 
Call to the Audience: 
None present 
 
Approval of Consent Agenda 

• Approval of the October 28th, 2021 regular meeting minutes 

• Approval of Treasurer’s Report: 
o Bills paid prior to December 8th, 2021 in the amount $ 73,003.86 
o Payroll paid prior to December 8th, 2021 in the amount of $ 26,177.30 
o November 2021 Financial Statements 

Motion by Culbert, seconded by Reid to approve consent agenda as presented. 
Motion Carried: 4 Ayes, 0 Nays 
 
Executive Director’s Report:  Koledo updated the pathway initiative noting the Kildee earmark funding 
fell through and LAFF continues to fundraise and look for sponsorships. Also noted was SLPR’s and 
LAFF’s pathway information campaign and shared the FAQ flyer and pathway map. Koledo stated the 
easements are moving forward with six assessments pending completion and three ready to be signed 
off on. He noted that there may be a necessity for eminent domain which would pay the landowner the 
amount deemed appropriate by the assessment. A discussion followed re: consultation with the 
municipalities before any domain discussions. 
 
The written report listed community interactions, and Linden and Fenton events. 
 
Accounting Coordinator’s Report:  Priestap stated the bills paid prior to the meeting were higher than 
usual because they dated back to October 22nd due to no meeting in November. She noted the projected 
net income for 2021 would exceed the budgeted amount and that a journal entry would be made at 
year end to allocate contributions to the scholarship, equipment, and facility funds per the approved 
2021 management plan. 
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Also noted was the profit and loss statement for the recreational programs and comparisons to 2020 
numbers. The loss in the ‘outdoor recreation’ expense account was explained to be in part SLPR’s share 
of the skate park. A discussion followed re:  the sale of the skate park at a loss. Priestap stated there was 
a substantial revenue increase in the youth instructional soccer and basketball programs due to 
increased class size and additional program opportunities. Priestap explained the increase in 
administrative fees revenue reflects the 15% administrative cost to be collected from the City of Fenton 
DDA for managing the Street Experience and Farmer’s Market. She also stated that the final check for 
2021 would be issued to Loose before the end of the year, anticipating their preliminary financial 
statements would be delivered timely. 
 
6:11pm Brenda Simons joined the meeting. 
 
Koledo stated there was an amendment to the agenda under ‘Discussion Items’.  
Motion by: Lockwood, seconded by Culbert to amend the agenda and add ‘Item C’ Review of the SLPR 
and Loose Contract to ‘Discussion Items’. 
Motion Carried:  5 Ayes, 0 Nays 
 
Discussion Item (a): Fenton Township Appointees  
Priestap noted the term for Fenton Township expires on December 31st and a letter from the Township 
Board Supervisor is required to appoint/reappoint representatives. Lockwood asked Reid and Kesler if 
they wished to continue, and both stated yes. 
 
Discussion Item (b):  Review Draft of SLPR 5-Year Master Plan 
Koledo presented the Master Plan draft stating staff had reviewed and offered input too. He shared the 
timeline noting the 30-day public review would commence December 15, 2021 – January 15, 2022, 
followed by a Public Hearing on January 27th and submission to the MDNR on February 1st. A discussion 
followed re: the pictures on the cover and the logo to be changed. The board requested to see the 
survey questions and answers.  
 
Discussion Item (c):  Review SLPR/Loose Financial Contract 
Koledo presented the contract and noted changes the Loose committee had made. He noted the 
conversation with Loose Director Gabrielson stating the reference Gabrielson made re: the old interlocal 
agreement was irrelevant to this new agreement. It is the board's unanimous consensus to retain the in-
person presentation of the annual report on programs and operations to be made within 60 days of the 
end of Loose’s fiscal year by the Loose Director. It is also the board’s unanimous consensus to retain the 
‘further considerations’ paragraph in totality which includes four facility uses by SLPR, and that SLPR 
shall have at least one voting member position on the Loose board to include the SLPR Chairperson. 
 
Koledo stated he would amend the draft document as per the discussion and share it with the board 
prior to the upcoming Loose meeting. 
 
Commissioner Comments:  Culbert stated safety concerns in the wake of the Oxford incident and 
recommended our instructors and staff be trained. Koledo agreed and noted the ALICE active shooter 
training program which he will initiate after the first of the year. Lockwood noted the police department 
should be aware of the training and Koledo said they’d be involved in it. He will brief the board on the 
plan. 
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Lockwood noted the personnel committee will meet to discuss the Director’s evaluation. Simons will 
prepare an evaluation document. Lockwood also requested the dates that SLPR would be closed for the 
holiday and asked that Koledo meet with her to discuss recognition awards for staff which they will then 
email to the board for approval. Koledo described the monthly staff meetings where SLPR provided 
lunch for staff. 
 
Next Meeting 
Thursday, January 27, 2022 
 
Adjournment 
Chairperson Lockwood adjourned the meeting at 7:00pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted, David McDermott, Secretary 
Recording Secretary, Shirley Priestap 
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EAGLES
Continued from Page 18
was 47 in a first-game loss to Holt. 
 The Eagles’ stingy defense remains 
sound. The 32 points represents the 
fourth time in five games Linden has 
allowed 32 or less points. The defense 
has helped the Eagles to three straight 
wins and a 4-2 record overall.
 Against Powers, Reichen Lund 
opened the contest with back-to-back 
treys, giving Linden a 6-0 lead. The 
10-0 run continued with a Monte Keen-
er assist on a Brandon Green layup. 
About 55 seconds later, Keener scored 
on a layup giving the Eagles the 10-0 
lead. Linden’s lead grew to 13-2 at the 
end of the first quarter after a three-
pointer by Joe Miller.
 “We came out and they played a 1-3-
1 zone and we did really well against 
it with our ball movement and made 
some key shots,” Linden varsity boys 
basketball coach Lance Belill said. 
“When we play the type of defense we 
play and score points, we are a tough 
out. We finally broke 50 for the first 
time all year.”
 Miller also hit a three-pointer to start 

the second quarter as Linden jumped 
to a 16-2 lead. The Eagles’ lead grew 
to as many as 29-9 on two converted 
free throws by Lund with 2:43 left in 
the first half, but Flint Powers Catholic 
was able to finish the half on a 6-2 run 
to cut the Linden lead to 31-15 at the 
intermission.
 Powers tried to make the game inter-
esting in the second half. Powers out-
scored Linden 11-5 in the third quarter, 
and cut the Linden lead to 36-26 enter-
ing the fourth quarter. The lead was as 
little as 33-26 at one time before a trey 
by Miller.
 In the fourth quarter, neither team 
scored until Lund hit a driving layup 
with 5:16 left in the contest. He fol-
lowed that hoop with a three-pointer, 
giving Linden a 41-26 lead with 5:00 
left. Those hoops pretty much ended 
any potential Powers comeback at-
tempt.
 Lund finished with a game-high 22 
points while Miller netted 11 points.
 Linden returns to action on Jan. 4, 
2022 when the Eagles host the Lake 
Fenton Blue Devils in a Flint Metro 
League crossover contest.  

Lake Fenton’s defense made life challenging for Imlay City. The Blue Devils 
defeated the Spartans 52-35. Photo: David Troppens

LF’S
Continued from Page 18
defense on the ball just got better, bet-
ter and better,” Lake Fenton varsity girls 
basketball coach Brian VanBuren said. 
“We tried different match-ups. We have 
had Amaya Smith on the ball a lot on the 
point ... and we switched it up a bit. Em-
erson Baker was on the ball a little bit. 
Both Anna (Prevost) and Ella (Prevost) 
came in and guarded the ball a little bit. 
The fact we can move people around, 
still guard the basketball and still apply 
pressure on the wings like we did, I think 
that was a big deal.”
 Early on, Imlay City did a decent job 
against the Blue Devils’ pressure. In 
fact, Imlay City’s Jaya Forti and Mary 
Lengemann hit back-to-back treys to put 
the visitors up 6-0 early. That lead didn’t 
last. The Blue Devils went on a 9-1 run 
and took the lead after a fastbreak layup 
by Emerson Baker. Lake Fenton led 10-
7. The Blue Devils ended up leading 14-
11 after one quarter.
 Imlay City tied the contest at 16-all on 
a three-pointer by Lengemann, and even-
tually took its biggest lead of the second 
quarter at 23-20 on a three-pointer by 

Lexa Forit, but that lead didn’t last long. 
Just seconds later, a Sisk layup was fol-
lowed by a conventional layup, foul and 
converted free throw by Kerrigan How-
deshell. About 40 seconds later, Smith hit 
a trey, and what was a three-point Imlay 
City lead was suddenly a 28-23 Lake 
Fenton lead just 90 seconds later. Lake 
Fenton took a 32-25 lead into the half-
time after Sisk scored the Blue Devils’ 
final four points of the first half on layups.
 The Spartans made one more push for 
the lead early in the third quarter, begin-
ning the stanza with two converted free 
throws by Lengemann. However, Lake 
Fenton went on to score the game’s next 
eight points. Sisk scored the first four 
with layups and Howdeshell scored the 
next four on converted free throws. Lake 
Fenton led 40-29, and the Blue Devils 
led by double-digits for most of the re-
mainder of the contest.
 The contest was a match-up of the 
two teams expected to play in the 2020 
regional championship game before 
COVID-19 canceled the remainder of 
the tournament. One could sense the in-
tensity among the fans, probably due to 
that fact.

CONTINUED AT TCTIMES.COM

DEAR CITIZENS OF THE SOUTHERN LAKES REGIONAL
METROPOLITAN PARKS & RECREATION DISTRICT,
 Beginning Monday, December 20th, 2021, the public is invited to take part in a 
30-day review of the DRAFT SLPR 5-year Recreation Master Plan for 2022-2027.  
The plan will be available for public review and comment through Tuesday, January 
18th, 2022.  Copies are available online at www.SLPR.net, through an email request 
to contact_us@slpr.net, at the SLPR office in the Fenton Community and Cultural 
Center, the Fenton Township Office, Linden City Hall, and at Fenton City Hall.  We 
look forward to your input and finalizing our master plan!

Ed Koledo
Executive Director, SLPR

150 S. Leroy St.,  Fenton MI 48430
810.714.2011 • www.slpr.net
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33.04% 37

12.50% 14

37.50% 42

4.46% 5

12.50% 14

Q1 What municipality do you reside in?
Answered: 112 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 112

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

City of Fenton

City of Linden

Fenton Township

Argentine
Township

Other (please
specify)

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

City of Fenton

City of Linden

Fenton Township

Argentine Township

Other (please specify)
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58.04% 65

33.04% 37

7.14% 8

1.79% 2

Q2 What distance (in miles) do you travel to participate in SLPR
programming and events?

Answered: 112 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 112
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4.46% 5

32.14% 36

14.29% 16

31.25% 35

17.86% 20

Q3 How many people are in your household?
Answered: 112 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 112
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55.36% 62

16.96% 19

16.07% 18

32.14% 36

33.93% 38

17.86% 20

21.43% 24

Q4 What are the age groups of those in your household? (Select All That
Apply)

Answered: 112 Skipped: 0

Total Respondents: 112  
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41.44% 46

50.45% 56

66.67% 74

23.42% 26

7.21% 8

Q5 How do you get your information about SLPR programs and events?
(Select All That Apply)

Answered: 111 Skipped: 1

Total Respondents: 111  
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School Programs

Other (please
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76.64% 82

23.36% 25

Q6 Overall are you satisfied with the current programs offered by SLPR?
Answered: 107 Skipped: 5

TOTAL 107
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Q7 What types of programs and/or events would you attend if they were
offered by SLPR? (Select All That Apply)

Answered: 104 Skipped: 8
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8.65% 9

10.58% 11

40.38% 42

22.12% 23

5.77% 6

19.23% 20

8.65% 9

16.35% 17

10.58% 11

28.85% 30

40.38% 42

23.08% 24

34.62% 36

Total Respondents: 104  

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
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Water Skiing

Hunting/Fishing

Adult Flag Football
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Swimming

Health/Fitness
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Other (please specify)
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78.70% 85

21.30% 23

Q8 Would you like to see SLPR acquire property/facilities to expand its
program offerings?

Answered: 108 Skipped: 4

TOTAL 108
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88.18% 97

11.82% 13

Q9 Would you like to see SLPR continue to work on the development of
future corridors for a non-motorized pathway system?

Answered: 110 Skipped: 2

TOTAL 110
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Q10 Do you have any other feedback or comments about SLPR or its
programs?

Answered: 41 Skipped: 71
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Q10 Do you have any other feedback or comments about SLPR or its
programs?

Answered: 41 Skipped: 71

# RESPONSES DATE

1 We love the pathway in Linden! 11/23/2021 8:20 AM

2 I greatly appreciate all of the work you do for our community. The support and opportunities
you provide make the Fenton area feel like home.

11/22/2021 10:06 PM

3 Would like more communication. Mailings with descriptions, locations, updates. Community
events that would involve and bring out community members .

11/22/2021 3:46 PM

4 doing a great job, can you offer teen programs? 11/22/2021 3:25 PM

5 Please get the path completed. 11/22/2021 2:46 PM

6 SLPR needs to build their own athletic facility. 11/22/2021 1:56 PM

7 Keep doing things out in the community. Make sure that when working within school district
buildings, you allow for school groups access to their own facilities.

11/22/2021 1:36 PM

8 No 11/22/2021 1:34 PM

9 The people are great. Especially the Director. Ed’s a great guy 11/22/2021 1:15 PM

10 seems like Fenton City gets the majority of activities. Not much going on in Linden. Would be
interesting to see how funds are allocated.

11/21/2021 8:13 PM

11 Pathways are great connecting our communities. 11/21/2021 7:10 PM

12 Totally support the bike paths, those are a great addition to the community. We have so many
great neighborhoods on Owen road between Fenton and Linden. But no way to travel between
the neighborhoods, not even a sidewalk. Bike path or sidewalk would be amazing.

11/21/2021 11:33 AM

13 More educational offerings for adults. 11/21/2021 6:16 AM

14 Pricing has become high over the years for children’s programs. Cost needs to be lower for
most of us to participate

11/21/2021 5:03 AM

15 When you call someone to ask about a program it would be very helpful if they called you
back!

11/21/2021 12:35 AM

16 great programs , good variety, love the downtown events, would like to see more day events
(vs. 2 month commitment) or events catered toward when kids are out of school- Vetrans day,
christmas break, etc.

11/18/2021 1:17 PM

17 Keep up the good work. See if you can get another beach, so Linden isn't so crowded. Also,
consider an invasive species removal program.

11/18/2021 6:00 AM

18 I’d love to see SLPR collaborate more with other organizations. 11/17/2021 7:49 PM

19 Based on the Why, What, How model, I developed strategic objectives to guide the mission
and activities of the Fenton Orchestra's for the next 5-10+ years. This excerpt from Bob Iger's
book was the inspiration for developing this strategic planning model. It's simple and gives
long-term guidance and clearly states the organization's goals to its constituencies. ABC
News: https://abcnews.go.com/GMA/News/book-excerpt-bob-igers-ride-lifetime-lessons-
learned/story?
id=65791448&fbclid=IwAR34YlRoZYWOYh4gL1r54t57XJclENlsQKicFRVppKpFCqjH0KskxY1
OPT4

11/17/2021 10:35 AM

20 I would be willing to volunteer my time and knowledge for any disc golf course installations.
The current course at Silver Lake is in desperate need of a redesign and upkeep. With the

11/17/2021 10:10 AM



Southern Lakes Parks and Recreation Five Year Master Plan 2022-2027

2 / 2

growing popularity in disc golf we could use an additional 18 hole course in close proximity of
Fenton. Thanks, Tom

21 Great program. Love this is available in our area. Would love to see more opportunities. 11/16/2021 9:02 AM

22 I believe that Mr. Koledo and the SLPR Board are doing a fine job. 11/16/2021 7:59 AM

23 SLPR should better support programming and communication for the development of the LAFF
Pathway.

11/16/2021 7:18 AM

24 Get a park for skatebording 11/15/2021 8:36 PM

25 bring the printed brochure back 11/12/2021 10:49 AM

26 More pathways 11/10/2021 8:03 PM

27 More community swim at Fenton high school 11/10/2021 4:09 PM

28 Disc golf Skate park BMX park 11/10/2021 11:11 AM

29 Please continue with the non-motorized pathway. It will greatly benefit the local community. 11/9/2021 2:27 PM

30 N/A 11/9/2021 9:44 AM

31 If faps properties are used, families who pay faps taxes should get the community rate. 11/9/2021 6:47 AM

32 Would love to see more walking paths or hiking, mountain bike trails 11/9/2021 6:46 AM

33 It would be great to have a skate park. Teens need a place 11/9/2021 3:28 AM

34 Connect the bike path to argentine 11/8/2021 10:07 PM

35 No 11/8/2021 10:01 PM

36 LAFF Pathway would be an amazing investment. 11/8/2021 9:54 PM

37 I’m still in favor of bringing the non-motorized trail north up Fenton Rd 11/8/2021 9:53 PM

38 Please continue to work and support LAFF pathway. Too dangerous to walk and bike around
town. Traffic is bad and even driving is hazardous. Our community needs more/larger/longer
non-motorized pathways connecting our communities.

11/8/2021 9:30 PM

39 It would be nice to see some additional program options for 65+ folks, in addition to what
Loose provides.

11/8/2021 9:05 PM

40 Bike path is my highest priority!! 11/8/2021 8:46 PM

41 Need pickleball courts in SLPR area - grants available to secure monies to build either in
county park or in the SLPR area - demand is there from adults up to seniors.

11/8/2021 8:23 PM
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SOUTHERN LAKES REGIONAL METROLPOLITAN PARKS & RECREATION 

DISTRICT 

 

CHARTER 

 

 PREAMBLE 

 

We the people of the Southern Lakes Regional Metropolitan District, including the Cities 

of Fenton and Linden (together the “Cities” and each a “City”) and the Townships of 

Argentine, Fenton and Tyrone (together the “Townships” and each a “Township”) in the 

Counties of Genesee and Livingston, State of Michigan, pursuant to the authority granted 

by the Constitution and the statutes of the State of Michigan, particularly Act No. 312 of 

the Michigan Public Acts of 1929, as amended (“PA 1929, No. 312”), in order to 

establish a Metropolitan District government, and to provide for and maintain the 

common interests and welfare of our people, do hereby ordain and establish this Charter 

of the Southern Lakes Regional Metropolitan Parks & Recreation District (the “District”).  

 

Section 1. Name 

 

The corporate name of this District shall be the Southern Lakes Regional Metropolitan 

Parks & Recreation District.  

 

Section 2. Boundaries 

 

The District, to the extent approved by the electors, shall include lands of the Cities of 

Fenton and Linden, County of Genesee, State of Michigan; Townships of Argentine T5N, 

R5E, and Fenton T9N, R6E, County of Genesee, State of Michigan; and Township of 

Tyrone, T4N, R6E County of Livingston, State of Michigan. The Cities of Fenton and 

Linden are within the boundaries of the Charter Township of Fenton. The boundaries of 

the District may from time to time be enlarged consistent with the terms and provisions 

of PA 1929, No. 312.  
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Section 3. General Powers 

 

Article 1. The District shall be a body corporate and as such shall have perpetual 

existence unless dissolved in accordance with the provisions of PA 1929, No. 312.  

 

Article 2. The District shall have the right to sue and to be sued, shall have the 

power to contract, and may have a corporate seal. 

 

Article 3. The District shall possess all powers permitted and allowed to 

Metropolitan Districts under the authority of the law, the statutes and the Constitution of 

the State of Michigan and as relate to the establishment, maintenance and operation of a 

system of parks, recreational facilities and programs. Any enumeration of specific or 

particular powers in this Charter shall not operate as an exclusion of or limitation upon 

any general powers of the District as allowed by law. 

 

Section 4. Particular Powers 

 

The District shall have the following further powers: 

 

Article 1. Acquisition and Maintenance of Property. To acquire (by purchase, 

lease of otherwise), own, operate and maintain, either within or without its territorial 

limits, a system of parks and public recreational facilities including, but not limited to, 

related buildings, structures, sports fields, apparatus, equipment, pathways, waterways, 

courts and pools used in connection with the operation of a Parks & Recreation program. 

 

Article 2. Acquisition of Private Property. To acquire private property either by 

purchase, gift, or condemnation, for any public use or purpose within the scope of this 

District’s power. 

 

Article 3. Acquisition of City or Township Rights, Obligations or Property. To 

acquire, by lease, purchase or otherwise, and succeed to any or all of the rights, 

obligations and property of the Cities or Townships, or any parts thereof, comprising 

lands and structures within the territorial limits of the District, respecting, affiliated, or 

connected with a system for the maintenance of parks and recreational facilities. The 

following parks and recreation facilities presently within the District include: Franklin D.  
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Adams Park, Bush Park, Conklin Park, Freedom Park, Millpond Park, Oak Park, 

O’Donnell Park, Rackham Park, Strom Park, Silver Lake park, Triangle Park, Wal-Mar 

Park, Linden Mill Area, Mill Pond Park and the Loose Senior Center. The District may 

enter into a legally binding agreement with any City or Township to execute its authority. 

Upon approval of this Charter, no further approval shall be necessary for the District to 

execute its authority in regard of facilities within the District as approved.  

 

Article 4. Sale of Parks and Facilities. To sell or lease owned lands and facilities 

within or without its territorial limits.  

 

Article 5. Management and Control of Property. To exercise all District powers 

in the management and control of District property, including the extent of use by 

persons residing outside the territorial limits of the District, and in the administration of 

the District, whether such powers are expressly enumerated or not. 

 

Article 6. Enactment and Enforcement of Law. To pass and enforce all laws, 

ordinances, and regulations relative to its concerns, and for the care, protection, control, 

operation and management of the property and the parks program, subject to the 

Constitution and general laws of the State of Michigan. 

 

Article 7. Collection of Funds. To lay and collect rents, tolls, excises, service 

charges, and assessments. 

 

Article 8. Revenue Bonds. To borrow money and issue revenue bonds in 

accordance with the provisions of 1933 PA 94, The Revenue Bond Act, as amended. 

 

Article 9. Borrowing Power. To borrow money and issue bonds on the credit of the 

District in a sum not to exceed 2 per centum of the assessed value of all real and personal 

property in the District for the purpose of acquiring, owning, purchasing, constructing, 

maintaining or operating a system of parks and recreation facilities or any combination 

thereof: Provided, that the District may borrow money and issue bonds for any of the 

above purposes or any combination thereof which will impose no liability upon the 

District but which may be paid and secured only by special assessment levied against  
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each parcel for the particular improvement herein provided for and for the payment of 

which bonds are issued.  

 

Article 10. Taxation. To appropriate money annually for district purposes and to lay and 

collect taxes for district purposes in a sum not to exceed one-half of one (1/2 of 1) 

percent of the taxable value of all real and personal property in the district; provided, 

however, that the District shall not levy a sum in excess of .4 mill (four-tenths mill) on 

taxable value without approval of the electros of the District.  

 

Article 11. Lien. To create a lien on any property and for taxes for the payment of any 

bonds issued or for the cost and expense of making any improvement herein provided for. 

 

Article 12. Special Assessments: To create a special assessment district to provide for 

the cost and expense of any park or recreation facility, or combination thereof, herein 

provided for. The Commission shall prescribe, by general ordinance, a complete special 

assessment procedure concerning the initiation of projects, plans and specifications, 

estimates of costs, notice of hearings, the making and confirming of the special 

assessment rolls and correction of errors therein, the collection of special assessments, 

and any other matters concerning the making of improvements by the special assessment 

method.  

Section 5. Fiscal Year  

 

The fiscal year of the District shall commence on the first day of January and end on the 

31
st
 day of December following. 

 

Section 6. Organization 

 

Article 1. District Commission. All the powers of the District, except as otherwise  

  provided herein, shall be vested in a commission consisting of two (2)  

  members from each participating City or Township (“Commission”), to be 

  appointed as specified in Section 7.  

 

Article 2. Powers of the Commission. The Commission shall constitute the   

  legislative body of the District and shall possess full authority to enact  
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  such laws, ordinances and regulations and to adopt such resolutions as it  

  shall deem proper for the exercise of any or all powers possessed by the  

  District. The Commission shall act as a general policy making body will  

  formulate the overall goals and objectives of the District.  

 

Article 3. Qualifications.  

  Any qualified elector of the participating Cities or Townships shall be  

  eligible for the office of District Commissioner. Such Commissioners  

  shall be appointed by a majority vote of their representative City or  

  Township governing bodies.  

 

Article 4. Term of Office. 

A. Commissioners shall serve a term of 3 years from the date of 

appointment by their participating City or Township. Commissioners 

may be removed for cause. 

B. Staggered terms will be used initially based on City and Township 

population at the time of approval of this Charter. Commissioners 

from the City or Township with the highest population at the time of 

adoption shall receive 3-year terms. Commissioners from the City or 

Township with the second highest population shall receive 2-year 

terms. Commissioners from Cities or Townships with the next 

lowest population shall receive the 1-year terms.  

 

Article 5. Meetings 

 

A. The first Commission meeting shall be held on the third Monday 

following certification of the adoption of this Charter by the 

qualified electors of the District. Thereafter, the Commission shall 

meet at least twelve times a year. Notice of meetings shall be given 

in accordance with the provisions of 1976 PA 267, the Open 

Meetings Act. Notices shall be posted within each participating 

Cities or 
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           Townships in the customary locations at which Open Meetings Act  

           notices are posted. 

 

B. The Chairperson or a majority of the members of the Commission 

may call a special meeting of the Commission by giving written 

notice to the public and to each member of the Commission at least 

eighteen (18) hours prior to the time fixed for meeting, which notice 

may be posted or published, and may be served on Commissioners 

personally or by leaving same at the Commissioner’s usual place of 

residence. Such notice calling the special meeting shall state the 

purpose or purposes for which the meeting is called.  

 

C. The Commission shall formulate its own rules and order of business, 

shall keep in the English language a printed or written journal of its 

proceedings, and all meetings shall be meetings pursuant to the Open 

Meetings Act, 1976 PA 267. Any citizen within and without the 

territorial limits of the District may have access to the journal of the 

proceedings of the Commission during regular business hours and 

pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, 1976 PA 442.  

 

Article 6. Commission Officers. The Commission at its first regular meeting  

  following the adoption of this Charter and thereafter at the first regular  

  meeting each December shall elect each of the following officers to serve  

  the following calendar year:  

   

  A. Chairperson, who shall be the presiding officer of the Commission and  

  who shall perform such duties as are or may be imposed or authorized by  

  the laws of this State or Charter. 

 

  B. Vice Chairperson, who shall perform all the duties of the Chairperson  

  in the absence of the Chairperson. 
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  C. Secretary, whose duty it shall be to attend all meetings, keep records of  

  its proceedings in the English language, and all administrative records of  

  the Commission, and perform such other duties as shall be prescribed by  

  the Commission or by the general laws of this State. Subject to approval  

  by the Commission, the Secretary may retain the professional services of  

  qualified firms and individuals to assist in these functions.  

 

  D. Treasurer, whose duty it shall be to take charge of all finances of the  

  District, to keep and supervise all accounts and financial records, and  

  perform such other duties as shall be prescribed by the Commission or by  

  the general laws of the State of Michigan. The Treasurer shall keep a  

  system of accounts that shall conform to any uniform system required by  

  the general laws of the State and shall give bond as required by the   

  Commission. The premium or cost of the bond required of the Treasurer  

  shall be an expense of and paid by the District. Subject to approval by the  

  Commission, the Treasurer may retain the professional services of   

  qualified firms and individuals to assist in these functions.  

 

Article 7.  Quorum. A majority of the members of the Commission then   

  qualified and serving shall constitute a quorum.  

 

Article 8.  Compensation. There will be no compensation paid to    

  Commissioners by the District for their services or attendance at   

  meetings. Upon approval of the Commission, Commissioners may   

  be reimbursed for actual, verified expenses associated with the   

  work and objectives of the Commission as set forth in this Charter.  

 

Article 9. Contract Interest Forbidden. Except as expressly permitted   

  under the provisions of the State Conflicts of Interest Act, PA   

  1968, No. 317, as amended or other applicable law, no member of   

  the Commission shall  
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  have a personal financial interest, directly or indirectly, in any contract or  

  work in which the District is a party; nor shall any member have a   

  personal financial interest, directly or indirectly, in the sale to or by the  

  District of any lands, materials, supplies, or services. Any member of the  

  Commission who violates the provisions of this section shall be subject to  

  the penalties PA 1968, No. 317. 

 

Article 10. Appointment of Administrative Agents. The Commission shall have  

  authority to employ and fix compensation of such administrative agents,  

  as it deems necessary for the successful management of the business of the 

  District. Specifically, the Commission shall hire an Executive Director  

  who will be charged to effectuate goals and objectives of the Commission  

  and who shall be responsible to plan, conduct and operate a program to  

  meet the needs of the citizens of the District as approved by the   

  Commission. The Commission may enter into employment contracts with  

  any employees, including the Executive Director. Subject to the approval  

  of the Commission, the Executive Director may hire such full and part  

  time staff to carry out the Commission’s programs and operations. The  

  Executive Director shall submit a proposed annual budget and other  

  financial projections to the Commission for approval no later than 60 day  

  prior to the start of each fiscal year.  

 

 

 

Section 7.  Appointment to District Commission 

 

Article 1. Local Appointments.  Each participating City and Township shall  

  appoint  two Commissioners to the Commission. 

 

Article 2. Oath of Office. All members of the District Commission, before   

  commencing their duties, shall take the constitutional oath of office.  
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Section 8. General Taxation 

 

Article 1. Taxation Subjects. The subjects of taxation for the District purposes shall 

be the same as for state, county and school purposes under the general law of the State of 

Michigan. Provided, however, that the subjects of taxation for the District shall be limited 

to those specified in Section 4, Article 10 of this Charter unless otherwise expanded by 

amendment of this Charter and as shall be approved by the electors of the District.  

 

 

 

Article 2. Levy, Collection, and return of Taxes. All taxes shall be levied, 

collected and disbursed by the proper assessing and taxing officer or officers of the Cities 

and Townships which comprise the District in the same manner that other Cities and 

Townships’ taxes are levied, collected and disbursed according to the General Tax Law 

for the State of Michigan. The Commission shall ascertain the total millage to be 

appropriated for the District in any year, and shall thereupon certify to the appropriate 

officer or officers of the Cities and townships, the millage to be levied for the District by 

the Cities and Townships in the manner required by PA 1929, No. 312. All real and 

personal property taxes shall become due and payable on December 1 of each current 

year. The millage is to be levied against the current taxable value of all real and personal 

property in each respective unit. Such sums so certified shall be a direct obligation of the 

Cities and Townships in the District.  

 

Article 3. Taxes a Debt and a Lien. The taxes thus levied shall become a debt to the 

District from the persons to whom they are assessed on the same day that taxes of the 

Cities and Townships become a lien against real property. The lien on such real property 

and the lien for such amounts and for all interest charges and penalties thereon shall 

continue until payment thereof. All personal property taxes shall also be a lien on all 

personal property of such persons so assessed from and after the same day the Cities and 

Townships personal property taxes become a lien. Such lien shall take precedence over  
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any sale, assignment, or chattel mortgage levy or any other lien on such personal property 

except for such property as actually shall be sold in the regular course of retail trade.  

 

Section 9. Sinking Funds 

 

 The District shall have authority to create any sinking fund or funds as are 

required by the laws of the State of Michigan or as otherwise may be deemed appropriate 

by the Commission.  

 

Section 10. Legislation 

 

Article 1. Form. All proposed ordinances shall be introduced in written or printed 

form and the style of all ordinances shall be “The Southern Lakes Regional Metropolitan 

Parks & Recreation District ordains…” 

 

Article 2. Adoption and Amendment. Except in the case of ordinance declared to 

be emergency ordinance no proposed ordinance shall be adopted by the Commission at 

the same meeting at which it is introduced. Such proposed ordinances may be adopted at 

any subsequent meeting. No ordinance shall be amended unless the section or sections 

that are intended to be amended shall be restated as amended. 

 

Article 3. Vote Necessary to Adopt. The adoption of any ordinance by the 

Commission shall require the concurrence of a majority of the members of the 

Commission. 

 

Article 4. When Ordinances Take Effect. The time at which any ordinance shall 

take effect shall be stated therein and except for an emergency ordinance, no ordinance 

shall take effect less than fourteen (14) days after its adoption and publication. An 

emergency ordinance is hereby defined to be one necessary for the immediate 

preservation of the public peace, health or safety, the protection of property, or providing 

for the continuing operation of a department or division of the District. An emergency 

ordinance shall contain a statement of its urgency and may be given immediate effect 

upon publication.  
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Article 5. Publication. Each ordinance shall be published once within fourteen (14) 

days after its adoption, in newspapers circulated within the District, and the Secretary 

shall certify on the records of ordinances the date of publication and the name of the 

papers in which it was published. Such certificate shall be prima facie evidence that such 

ordinance has been officially published.  

 

Article 6. Authentication of Records. Each ordinance shall, within fourteen (14) 

days after its final passage be recorded in an Indexed book marked “Ordinance Record”, 

and the record of the ordinance authenticated by the signature of the Chairperson and the 

Secretary of the Commission, but failure to record and authenticate it shall not invalidate 

it or suspend its operation.  

 

Article 7. Repeal. Any ordinance adopted by the Commission may be repealed in 

the same manner as provided for its adoption.  

 

Section 11. Vacancies  

 

A. Unless otherwise specified herein, a vacancy shall exist in any 

appointed office when an appointed officer dies, resigns, is removed 

from office, removes from the District, is convicted of Misfeasance, 

Malfeasance or Nonfeasance, or is convicted of a felony. 

B. If a District Commissioner has missed at least four (4) consecutive 

meetings, then the Commissioner may be removed from office by a 

simple majority vote of the District Commission at the next regularly 

scheduled meeting of the District Commission. 

C. If such an event occurs, the Commission shall within 90 days thereof 

request that the participating Cities or Townships appoint a new 

Commissioner to fulfill the remainder of the unexpired term.  

 

Section 12. Amendment of Charter 

 

This Charter may be amended from time to time in the manner provided PA 1929, No. 

312.  
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Section 13. Restrictions Upon Authority  

 

Article 1. The District shall not have the following powers: 

A.  To shorten or extend the term of any official of the Commission 

beyond the period for which the official was elected or appointed 

unless the official resigns or is removed for cause, where such office is 

held for a fixed term.  

B.  Except as otherwise provided by Sec. 8 of PA 1929, No. 312, and 

this Charter, to adopt a charter or any amendment thereto unless 

approved by a majority of electors of each city, village or township, 

voting on such charter or amendment. 

C.  To make any contract with or give any official position to anyone 

who is default to the District. 

D.  To issue any bonds without providing a sinking fund to pay them 

at maturity unless such sinking fund shall not be required by the 

constitution or general laws of the State of Michigan. 

E.  To repudiate any debt by any change in its Charter or by 

consolidation with any other municipality.  

 

Section 14. Schedule 

 

Article 1. Time for Submission. This Charter shall be submitted to the electors of 

the District for their approval or rejection at the November, 2000 general election. 

 

Article 2. Notice. Notice of this election shall be given a provided in PA. 1929 No. 

312 

 

Article 3. Publication. This Charter shall be published in the Tri County Times or 

other newspaper circulated in the District in the manner and at the times provided by law.  
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Article 4. Form of Ballot. The form of ballot to be used at the special election to be 

held for the purposes of submitting this Charter shall contain instructions and shall be as 

follows: 

 

  “Shall the Charter for the Southern Lakes Regional Metropolitan parks &  

  Recreation District, which authorizes a levy of .4 mill (four-tenths mill),  

  be adopted?” 

 

  ( ) Yes 

 

  ( ) No 

 

Article 5. Charter Rejected in Portion of District. In the event of an unfavorable 

vote in any city, village or township on this Charter at an election called in accordance 

with the provisions of PA 1929, No. 312, this Charter shall not take effect as to such city, 

village or township, but this Charter shall be deemed effective as to all other cities, 

villages or townships voting favorably thereon.  

 

Article 6. Effective Date. This Charter shall take effect after its adoption by the 

electors and upon filing copies of the Charter as required by the provisions of 1929 

Public Act 312.  
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Michigan Department of Natural Resources-Grants Management 

COMMUNITY PARK AND RECREATION PLAN 

CERTIFICATION CHECKLIST 
By Authority of Parts 19, 703 and 716 of Act 451, P.A. 1994, as amended, submission of this 

information is required for eligibility to apply for grants 

  

INSTRUCTIONS: Complete, obtain certification signatures and submit this checklist with a locally adopted recreation plan. 

All recreation plans are required to meet the content and local approval standards listed in this checklist and as outlined in 
the Guidelines for the Development of Community Park and Recreation Plans provided by the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR).  Plans must be submitted to the DNR through MiRecGrants with a completed checklist that has 
been signed by an authorized official(s) of the local unit of government(s) submitting the plan.  Plans may be submitted at 
any time of the year, but no later than February 1 of the year the local unit of government is applying for grants.  

PLAN INFORMATION 

Name of Plan: 

Southern Lakes Regional Metropolitan Parks and Recreation District Five Year Master Plan 

List the community names (including school districts) that are covered 
under the plan and have passed a resolution adopting the plan. 

County 
Month and year plan adopted by the 
community’s governing body 

City of Linden, MI Genesee January 24, 2022 

City of Fenton, MI  Genesee Pending 

 Fenton Township Genesee January 4, 2022 

                  

                  

PLAN CONTENT 

INSTRUCTIONS: Please check each box to certify that the listed information is included in the final plan. 

 1. COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION 

 2. ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE 

  Roles of Commission(s) or Advisory Board(s) 

  Department, Authority and/or Staff Description and Organizational Chart 

  Annual and Projected Budgets for Operations, Maintenance, Capital Improvements and Recreation 
Programming 

  Current Funding Sources 

  Role of Volunteers 

  Relationship(s) with School Districts, Other Public Agencies or Private Organizations 

  Recreation Authorities or Trailway Commissions Only: 

   Description of the Relationship between the Authority or Commission and the Recreation Departments of 
Participating Communities 

   Articles of Incorporation 

 3. RECREATION INVENTORY 

  Description of Methods Used to Conduct the Inventory 

  Inventory of all Community Owned Parks and Recreation Facilities 

  Location Maps (site development plans recommended but not required) 

  Accessibility Assessment 

  Status Report for all Grant-Assisted Parks and Recreation Facilities 

  Waterways Inventory (if applicable) 

 4. RESOURCE INVENTORY (OPTIONAL) 

 5. DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANNING PROCESS 
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 6. DESCRIPTION OF THE PUBLIC INPUT PROCESS 

  Description of the Method(s) Used to Solicit Public Input Before or During Preparation of the Plan, including a 
Copy of the Survey or Meeting Agenda and a Summary of the Responses Received 

  Copy of the Notice of the Availability of the Draft Plan for Public Review and Comment 
 

 Date of the Notice January 2, 2022 
 

 
 Type of Notice Newspaper 

 

 
 Plan Location Fenton Community Center 

 

 

 Duration of Draft Plan Public Review Period (Must be at Least 30 Days) 

Dec. 20, 2021 – Jan. 

18, 2022 

 

     

  Copy of the Notice for the Public Meeting Held after the One Month Public Review Period and Before the 
Plan’s Adoption by the Governing Body(ies) 

  Date of Notice January 25, 2022  

  Name of Newspaper Posted on SLPR Website  

  Date of Meeting January 27, 2022  

  Copy of the Minutes from the Public Meeting 

 7. GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

 8. ACTION PROGRAM 

 9. POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT(S) 

PLAN ADOPTION DOCUMENTATION 

APPROVAL DOCUMENTATION: For multi-jurisdictional plans, each local unit of government must pass a resolution 
adopting the plan.  Prepare and attach a separate page for each unit of government included in the plan. 
 

 1. Official resolution of adoption by the governing body dated: January 27, 2022 
 

 
 2. Official resolution of the Southern Lakes Parks and Recreation Commission or Board, 

 
 

 
recommending adoption of the plan by the governing body, dated: January 27, 2022 

 

 
 3. Copy of letter transmitting adopted plan to County Planning Agency dated: January 28, 2022 

 

 
 4. Copy of letter transmitting adopted plan to Regional Planning Agency dated: January 28, 2022 

 

 

OVERALL CERTIFICATION 

NOTE: For multi-jurisdictional plans, Overall Certification must include the signature of each local unit of government.  
Prepare and attach a separate signature page for each unit of government included in the plan. 

 I hereby certify that the recreation plan for 

                                               Southern Lakes Parks and Recreation includes the required content, as indicated 

 (Local Unit of Government)  

 above and as set forth by the DNR.         

    Ed Koledo            – SLPR Executive Director 
 January 31, 2022  

    Authorized Official for the Local Unit of Government  Date  

This completed checklist must be uploaded in MiRecGrants. 
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